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Owing  to  fire,  tho  courthouse  is  being  romodeled, 
A  picture  will  be  obtained  for  final  publication. 
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PREFACE 

This  inventory  of  Porter  County  records  constitutes    a  part 
of  a  general  guide  to  the  county  archives  of  Indiana.     It  has  been, 
prepared  by  the  Historical  Records  Survey  of  this  state,  operating 
as  a  separate  project  under  the  Vidro's  Progress  Administration. 

'•^'he  survoy  of  state  and  local  historical  records  in  Indiana 
was  instituted  on  February  19,  1936,  as  part  of  a  nation-vri.de 
undertaking  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Luther  II.  Evans.  Manuel 
J.  Kagan,  state  archivist  of  the  Indiana  History  and  Archives 
Division  of  the  State  Library,  was  assigned  to  lead  the  project  as 
State  Director.    In  the  beginning  the  Survey  was  closely  associated 
with  the  Writers'  Project.    On  September  23,  1936,  the  Historical 
Records  Survoy  was  nominally  as  well  as  factually  made  independent 
of  the  Writers'  Pro  ject.     In  general,  it  has  from  its  inception 
acted  as  a  separate  and  independent  unit  of  Federal  Project  ITo.  1. 

The  aim  and  purpose  of. the  survey  of  county  records  in  Indiana 
have  j e en  to -furnish  the  officials  of  the  local,  state,  and  national 
governments,  students  of  history,  lawyers,  and  genealogists,  and  the 
general  citizenry  interested  in  the  county  records,  with  a  convenient 
tool  for  use  in  consulting  them.     It  is  the  object  of  the  Survey 
to  maice  the  valuable  source  materials  that  are  to  bo  found  in  tho 
Indiana  courthouses  and  other  public  buildings,  available  and  more 
accessible  to  those  who  may  be  in  need  of  them.     It  is  our  hope 
that  the  information  contained  in  this  inventory  will  arouse  greater 
interest  in  state  and  local  historical  records  and  will  encourage 
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officials  to  continue  the  improvement  of  methods  for  the  preserva- 
tion and  safekeeping  of  these  records. 

The  field  work  of  the  survey  of  Porter  County  -was  begun  on 
Larch  16,  1936,  under  the  district  supervision  of  Mrs.  ITaomi  Phillips, 
of  Gary,  later  succeeded  by  L.  B.  Fowler,  of  Hobart.    The  field 
workers  wore  Roy  Hay  and  Alvin  Vandowalker,  both  of  LaPorte.  It 
was  completed  on  Lay  26,  1136,    Many  visits,  however,  have  since 
been  made  to  the  county  courthouse  to  check  and  recheck  the 
information  contained  herein,  the  final  recheck  having  been  made 
in  July  1S37. 

x'here  are  ninety-two  counties  in  Indiana.    When  the  survey 
of  the  county  archives  is  completed  a  separate  volume  is  to  be. 
devoted  to  each  county  inventory  in  the  state.    Porter  County  is 
No.  64. 

The  inventory  proper  is  preceded    y  a  number  of  introductory 
sections  to  enlighten  the  reader  concerning  facts  and  events  form- 
ing the  background  and  basis  of  the  records.     The  entries  for  the 
record  series  are  carried  in  consecutive  numbering  for  the  county. 
The  bureaus  are  arranged  in  functional  order:    Governing  boards; 
major  adminisc.raoive  offices;  judicial  offices;  and  financial, 
educational,  health,  engineering,  and  other  groups.  '.Vherever 
applicable,  natural  groupings  under  separate  headings  arc  made 
within  the  bureau,  and  the  entries  are  arranged  thereunder  also 
according  to  their  functional  sequence.    A  full  and  extensive 
index  following  the  inventory  will  help  the  reader  locate  records 
with  a  minimum  of  inconvenience  and  effort. 
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Ahe  editing  of  this  inventory  lias  been  conducted  by  ax.  editor- 
ial staff  of  somo  forty  ncn  and  women,  whoso  labors  we  deeply  ap- 
preciate and  wish  to  recognize  forthwith,  captained  by  Harry  A. 
Rider,  editor;  John  R.  L'illigan  in  charge  of  accession  and  class- 
ifying; Louise Ilation  in  charge  of  checking;  Canis  E»  Brockway  in 
charge  of  condensing;  Julius  Salman,  legal  adviser;  and  Howard  G. 
Underwood,  historical  research  editor. 

The  original  survey  was  made  in  the  field  under  the  direction 
of  the  S£ate  Director  and  carefully  checked  and  compiled  in  the 
form  of  this  inventory  in  the  State  Office.    Of  the  industrious 
and  painstaking  devotion  to  his  task  of  each  and  every  person 
who  had  a  part  in  the  Survey  we  are  keenly  aware,  and  we  regret  th 
that  we  cannot  cornnend  by  name  the  services  of  all  who  have  contri- 
buted to  the  publication  of  this  volume. 

^he  Survey  is  indebted  to  county  officials;  to  the  State  *»7orks 
Progress  Administration';  to  Kenneth  E.  Lancet,  Acting  Director  of, 
Women's  and  Prof essional  Projects,  who  has  rendered  the  Survey  a 
great  personal  service  in  the  administering  of  'cac  project;  and 
to  Dr.  Christopher  3.  Coleman,  who  has  taken  personal  initiative 

nd  interest  in  behalf  of  the  Survey  in  giving  technical  advice  to 
the  project* 

S.  J.  Kagan,  State  Director 
The  Historical  Records  Survey 
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FOREWORD 

A  guide  to  county  and  tovmship  records  in  Indiana  has  long 
been  needed  by  both  local  officials  and  the  general  public.  The 
'.Vorks  Progress  Administration  project  called  the  Historical  Records 
Survey  is  the  first  attempt  to  supply  this  need.     Few  more  useful 
fields  of  employment  could  have  been  found  than  the  survey  of  local 
and  state  historical  records,  even  though  the  work  inevitably  pre- 
sented unusual  difficulties.    The  completion  of  the  survey  of 
historical  records  in  Indiana  is  a  source  of  genuine  satisfaction. 

7<e  are  indebted  first  of  all  to  the  Work  Progress  Administration 
for  providing  for  the  survey  and  financing  it.    The  national 
Director  of  the  project,  Dr.  Luther  H.  Evans,  assured  a  fruitful 
product  of  the  work  by  ably  outlining  it  and  drafting  the  forms 
to  be  used  by  the  field  workers  so  as  to  insure  the  greatest 
completeness  with  the  least  likelihood  of  errors.    He  and  his 
assistants  have  done  all  that  was  possible  for  this  nation-wide 
survey.    Samuel  J.  Kagan,  State  Director  of  Indiana,  deserves 
great  credit  for  his  energy  and  ability  in  organizing  the  office 
and  field  forces  which  have  carried  out  the  project.    To  assemble 
and  organize  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons  in  a  new 
line  of  work  in  which  there  were  few  local  precedents,  and  to 
complete  a  survey  of  the  county  records  in  all  the  ninety-two 
counties,  including  the  townships,  at  first,  seemed  almost  im- 
possible of  accomplishment  within  a  year.    It  has,  however,  been 
accomplished. 
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An  advisory  con:  ittee  has  helped  guide  work  upon  the  project; 
though  no  meetings  were  held,  its  members  in  many  instances  were 
a  great  help.    A  word  of  appreciation  must  be  recorded  here  for 
the  county  officers  who  courteously  gave  the  representatives  of 
the  survey  access  to  the  records  in  their  offices  and  cooperated 
in  the  making  of  the  survey.    Especially  is  the  state  indebted 
to  those  officers  who  made  possible  the  photographing  of  old 
records  for  preservation  in  a  central  depository. 

CHRISTOPHER  B  COIEK&W 

Director,  Indiana  Historical  Bureau 
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PART  A.     PORTER  COUNTY  A;D  IK  RECORDS  SYSTEM 

1.    HISTORICAL  SKETCH 

Porter  County,  situated  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  state, 
is  bounded  on  the  east  by  Laporte  County,  on  the  south  by  the. 
Kankakee  River,  which  separates  it  from  Jasper  County,  on  the 
west  by  .Lake  County,  and  on  the  north  by  Lake  Lachigan.     It  has  an 
area  of  415  square  miles. 

he  southern  part  of  the  county  is  low  and  level  with  marsh- 
land— much  of  which  has  been  reclaimed — expending  back  from  bhe 
Kankakee  River  from  one  to  three  miles.     The  remainder  of  the 
county  consists  generally  of  tillable  or  wooded  land.     The  most 
diversified  topography  is  found  in  the  central  portions,  where 
rolling  lands  and  ridges  predominate.     The  watershed  runs  through 
the  center  of  the  county  from  east  to  westy  the  northern  portion, 
drains  into  Lake  Michigan  through  the  Calmuet  River  and  its  tri- 
butaries, and  the  southern  part  is  drained  by  the  Kankakee,  Sev- 
eral lakes  are  scattered  throughout  the  northern  half  of  the 
county. 

A  brief  picture  of  the  relationship  of  Indiana  to  the  early 
history  of  the  United  States  as  a  whole  begins  with  the  landing 
and  settlement  of  the  English  at  James town  in  1607.     The  French 
founded  Quebec  the  next  year  and  began  explorations  to  the  west 
and  south,    LaSallc  descended  the  L'ississippi  River  to  its  mouth 
and  claimed  the  valley  in  the  name  of  France,    By  1719,  French 
posts  were  established  in  Indiana  on  the  present  sitc^of  Fort  Wayne 
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Lafayette,  and  Vincenncs.      he  linglish,  in  the  meantime,  had  explored 
and  established  settlements  in  the  Ohio  Valley.    Eventually  the  two 
nations  became  involved  in  the  French  and  Indian  Y.'ar,  which  grew 
out  of  the  economic  conflict  over  the  rich  fur  trade.    By  the 
Treaty  of  Paris,  February  10,  1763,  which  ended  this  war,  the 
Mississippi  Valley  vas  coded  to  Britain,  and  regained  under 
English  jurisdiction  until  shortly  after  the  opening  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution  when  Vincenncs  was  captured  by  General  Geor  e  Roger.s 
The  region  was  then  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Virginia  and  remained 
so  until  it  was  ceded  to  the  United  States  Government  in  1784. 
Three  years  later  the  Northwest  Territory  was  organized.  Knox 
County,  which  included  all  of  the  present  State  of  Indiana  and 
parts  of  Ohio,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Wisconsin,  was  created  in 
1790  and  was  the  first  real  civil  government  over  what  is  now 
Indiana.     In  1800  Indiana  Territory  was  formed, and  in  1816  Ind- 
iana was  admitted  to  the  Uni.on. 

Before  the  white  man  cai,:c  to  the  region  now  included  within 
the  limits  of  Porter  County,  all  of  northwesten  Indiana  was  in- 
habited by  the  Potawatomi  Indians.    Porter  County  was  acquired 
by  the  United  States  Government  by  two  treaties  of  cession.  The 
first  was  signed  on  the  YTabash  River,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ilissi- 
ssinewa,  on  October  16,  1826,  between  commissioners  acting  for  the 
United  States  Government  and  sixty-two  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the 
Potawatomi.     The  second  treaty — which  included  all  the  remaining 
portion  of  Porter  County — was  concluded  on  the  Tippecanoe  River 
October  26,  1832.    After  the  signing  of  this  treaty,  the  Potawatomi 
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were  removed  tvQtit  the  bounty  to  reservations  '.rest  of  the  I.assissi- 
ppi  fdver. 

Ahe  first  permanent  whit©  settler  in  Porter  County  was 
Joseph  Bailly,  a  French  Canadian,  born  in  Quebec.     In  1023,  he 
frailt  a  cabin  on  the  north  ban-;  of  the  Calumet  Elver — later  known 
as  Bailly  Town,  and  engaged  in  trade  with  the  Indians.    Bailly  was 
the  only  permanent  white  resident  in  the  county  for  over  ten  years. 
In  15w5,  a  stage  line,  operated  between  Chicago  and  Detroit,  was 
established,  and  the  real  settlement  of  the  county  began.  Jesse 
Kdrgah,  a  native  of  Virginia,  located  that  same  year  a  short 
distance  southeast  of  the  present  town  of  Chesterton,    His  two 
brothers,  William  and  Isaac,  settled  in  what  is  now  Washington, 
Township  on  a  prairie  which  for  years  bore  their  name.    Adams  3. 
Campbell  of  hew  York,  reason  hell  and  Henry  S.  Adams  of  Ohio,  and 
George  2.  Cline  of  Union  County,  Indiana,  all  settled  on  L'organ's 
Prairie  in  1555.    ^amuel  ^'lint  built  the  first  cabin  on  the  present 
site  of  Prattville,  and,  early  in  1854,  J.  P,  Ballard  built  the 
first  house  at  the  territory  where  Valparaiso  now  stands* 

Porter  County  was  formed  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly, 
approved  February  7,  1855,  out  of  territory  attached  to  St.  Joseph 
County.     The  legal  boundaries  were:     "Beginning  at  the  south  cast 
corner  of  township  thirty  four  north,  of  range  five  west,  thence 
with  the  line  dividing  townships  thirty  three  and  thirty  four  north 
to  the  state  line,  thence  north  with  the  state  line,  to  the  north 
west  corner  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  thence  east  with  the  northern 
boundary  of  Indiana  to  the  eastern  line  of  range  five  west,  thence 
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south  with  the  lino  dividing  ranges  four  and  five  west  to  the  place 
of  beginning,"  (1) 

On  January  28,  1836,  an  act  was  approved  providing  for  the 
organization  of  the  county  and  reducing  it  to  about  half  its 
former  size.     The  legal  boundaries  were:    "Commencing  at  the  north 
west  corner  of  Laporte  county,  thence  running  south  to  the 
Kankakee  river,  thence  west  with  the  bed  of  said  river,  to  the 
centre  of  range  seven,  thence  north  to  the  state  line,  thence  east 
to  the  place  of  beginning.    And  all  that  part  of  the  country  that 
lies  north  of  the  Kankakee  river,  and  west  of  the  county  of  Porter, 
within  the  State  of  Indiana,  shall  form  and  constitute  a  new 
county ,  to  be  known  and  designated  by  the  name  of  Lake  County."  (2) 

The  county  boundaries  were  redefined  on  15.  rch  8,  1S23,  as 
follows :    "Beginning  at  a  point  on  Lake  Michigan  where  the  line 
dividing  ranges  four  and  five  west  intersects  che  sane,  thence 
south  to  the  i.^arble  Powers  ditch,  thence  down  the  middle  of  the 
channel  of  the  same  to  the  center  line  of  range  seven  -.vest,  thence 
north  to  Lake  i/achigan,  thence  eastwardly  with  the  lake  to  the 
place  of  beginnings    Provided,  That  the  northern  boundary  of  said 
county  shall  be  the  same  as  the  northern  state  line,"  (3) 

Benjamin  Saylor  was  appointed  sheriff  by  Governor  I;oah  Iloble 
with  authority  to  hold  the  first  election  and  to  organize  the 
county  government.     This  election  was  held  on  February  23,  1836, 
and  Jesse  Johnson  was  elected  probate  judge;  Seneca  Ball  an~  James 
Blair,  associate  judges;  Cyrus  Spur  lock,  recorder;  George  ",7.  Turner 
clerk;  Benjamin  N,  Soencer,  Noah  Fowts,  and  John  Sefford  (or  Soffon 
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commissioners. 

On  April  12,  183G,  tho  first  session  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners was  held  at  the  home  of  C.  A.  Ballard  in  Portersville 
(now  Valparaiso)*    One  of  their  first  official  acts  was  to  divide 
the  county  into  ten  townships.    At  the  present  time  there  are 
twelve  townships  in  Porter  County:    Boone,  Center,  Jackson,  Liberty, 
Morgan,  Pine,  Pleasant,  Portage,  Porter,  Union,  Washington,  and 
Yfestchester* 

The  commissioners  named  by  the  legislature  to  solect  the 
county  seat  met  on  June  9,  1336,  at  tho  home  of  Thomas  Butter 
and  decided  that  Portersville  was  the  best  location  for  the  seat 
of  government'.     By  an  act  of  January  6,  1337,  the  legislature 
changed  the  name  of  the  county  seat  to  Valparaiso,     The  county  was 
named  in  honor  of  Commodore  David  Porter  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
who  commanded  the  frigate  "E3sex"  during  the  "war  of  1612. 

The  circuit  court  of  Sorter  oounty  held  its  first  term  in 
October  1830,  at  the  home  of  John  Taylor.    Samuel  C.  Sample  was 
presiding  judge  of  the  circuit. 

The  first  courthouse  in  the  county  was  erected  in  1837  and 
paid  for  by  popular  subscription.     The  building  was  a  frame  struc- 
ture, 20  feet  x  48  feet  in  size,  which  stood  on  the  west  side  of 
the  square  where  the  present  courthouse  nov/  stands.     This  building 
became  inadequate,  and  for  several  years  court  was "held  in  a  room 
over  the  post  office.      Construction  on  the  secona  courtho  se  was 
started  in  1850,  but  the  building  was  not  completed  until  1853. 
This  was  a  brick  structure,  40  feet  x  60  feet  in  size.    On  July 
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18,  1883,  the  contract  for  the  third  and  present  courthouse  was 
let.     This  building  is  constructed  of  oolitic  limestone,  has  two 
stories  and  a  basement,  and  is  182  feet  x  98  feet  in  size, 

during  the  last  few  decades  the  state  of  agriculture  in 
Porter  County  has  reacted  to  the  economic  depression  in  a  more  or 
less  typical  mannor.     The  population  of  the  county  has  been  in- 
creasing slowly  but  steadily — the  increase  taking  place  primarily 
in  the  incorporated  towns:    Hebron,  Valparaiso,  Eouts,  Ogden  Dunes 
Chesterton,  Dune- Acres,  and  Porter,    According  to  the  1930  census, 
there  were  22,821  persons  living  in  the  county. 

Between  1920  and  1930  the  number  of  farms,  farm  owners,  and 
tenant  farmers  decreased.     The  total  acreage  cultivated  and  the 
average  size  of  farms  also  declined.    During  the  same  period  the 
total  value  of  farm  land  and  buildings  dropped  about  one  third. 
Agriculture  was  obviously  on  the  decline,  and  the  drift  away  from 
rural  areas  to  towns  and  cities  was  typical  of  the  United  States 
as  a  whole. 

In  the  meantime,  in  the  towns,  industry  was  in  the  process  af 
development.    At  present,  glass  products,  golf  clubs  and  leather 
bags,  paint,  electrical  appliancos,  and  canning  machines  are  some 
of  the  local  manufactures. 

The  years  following  1930  however,  have  witnessed  a  "back  to 
the  land"  movement  of  considerable  size  and  significance.  In  1935 
the  number  of  farms  was  groater  than  in  1100,  but  the  average  size 
of  the  farm  had  declined  still  farther.  Farm  owners  had  increased 
and  tenancy  was  more  widosproad  than  in  1920.  Total  acreage  culti 
vatod  had  also  increased,  but  the  value  of  farm  lanu  and  buildings 
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had  taken  another  drop,  indicating  that  they  were  greatly  over- 
valued in  1920',     In  1935,  there  were  several  hundred  persons  living 
on  farms  who,  five  years  before,  had  lived  in  nonrural  communities 


(1)  Acts  1834-35,  p.  47.  (3)  Ibid.,  1923,  p.  465, 

(2)  Ibid.,  1835-36,  p.  51. 
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2.     GOVERNMENTAL  ORGANIZATION  AND  RECORDS  SYSTEM 


Porter  County,  with  its  county  seat  at  Valparaiso,  is  a  sub- 
division of  the  State  of  Indiana  for  administrative,  judicial, 
and  political  purposes.     It  is  a  creature  of  the  legislature  and 
possesses  only  such  powers  of  local  government  as  are  conferred 
by  acts  of  the  legislature  or  are  incident  and  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  thereof.    Created  by  the  state,  the  county  is 
subject  to  legislative  control  at  any  tine  and  its  powers  may  be 
amplified  or  diminished  without  its  consent. 

Porter  County  was  organized  by  an  act  of  the  Genoral  Assem- 
bly, effective  February  1,  1836.  (l)    Its  present  government,  as 
it  functions  today,  is  the  result  of  its  development  under  the 
original  Constitution  of  1816,  the  present  Constitution  adopted 
in  1851,  and  more  than  a  century  of  legislative  action. 

The  county  system  of  government  is  an  inheritance  from  Eng- 
land and  the  American  Colonies,  whonce  pioneers  in  Indiana  brought 
their  customs  and  laws.    Its  beginnings  in  Indiana  are  found  in 
the  laws  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  which  recognized  the  counties 
already  established,  and  provided  for  courts  and  administrative 
officers,  as  follows:    Genoral  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace,  county  court  of  common  pleas,  (2)  and  court  of  probate,  (3) 
commissioners,  (4)  sheriff,  (5)  coroner,  (6)  recorder,  (7)  treas- 
urer, (8)  (circuit  court).  (9)    These  officers  were  appointod  by 
either  the  governor  or  the  court.    The  laws  of  Indiana  Territory 
provided  for  the  appointment  of  additional  officers:    Surveyor,  (10) 
assessor,  (11 )  prosecuting  attorney,  (12)  and  county  agent  who 

(12) 
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conveys  and  receives  conveyances  of  public  lands.  (13) 

In  the  year  of  1816  Indiana  was  admitted  to  the  Union  and 
the  constitution  of  that  year  provided  for  the  election  in  each 
county  of  a  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  (14)  recorder,  (15)  sher- 
iff, and  coroner,  (16)  and  continued  the  other  territorial  of- 
ficers until  superseded.  (17) 

The  legislature,  in  1817,  established  a  body  called  the 
board  of  commissioners,  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  county;  (18) 
the  office  of  treasurer,  who  was  appointed  by  the  board  of  com- 
missioners; (19)  and  in  1818  the  office  of  surveyor,  who  was  ap- 
pointed and  commissioned  by  the  Governor  of  the  state.  (20) 

In  1824,  the  board  of  commissioners  was  abolished,  and  its 
funotions  conferred  upon  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county, 
who  constituted  the  board  for  doing  county  business,  (21)  until 
in  1831  the  board  of  commissioners  was  reestablished,  which  con- 
sisted of  three  members  elected  by  the  voters.  (22)    In  1831  the 
legislature  made  the  surveyor  an  appointee  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners. (23)    Y<hen  Porter  County  was  organized  in  1836,  its 
government  followed  the  form  outlined  above.    In  1841  the  legis- 
lature created  the  elective  offioe  of  auditor.  (24)  Otherwise 
the  original  organization  continued  practically  unchanged  for 
nearly  fifteen  years. 

As  the  state  grew,  there  was  much  dissatisfaction  with  the 
Constitution  of  1816,  but  repeated  attempts  to  change  it  did  not 
succeed  until  1850,  when  a  constitutional  convention  was  called 
which  framed  a  now  constitution.  (25)    This  constitution  was 


■ 
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submitted  to  the  qualifiod  voters  of  the  state  and  adopted  in 
1851  and  proclaimed  by  the  governor  to  be  effective  on  November  1, 
1851,  and  with  amendments,  remains  the  Constitution  of  Indiana.  (26) 

Each  county  is  a  political  subdivision  of  the  state  and  has 
an  individual  governmental  organization.    Although  the  Constitu- 
tion of  1851  forbids  special  legislation,  (27)  and  the  general 
outline  of  the  organization  of  county  government  remains  the  same, 
the  general  assembly  has  provided  the  necessary  variations  to 
take  care  of  local  needs  and  conditions.    These  variations  lie 
chiefly  in  the  number  of  officers  and  courts  provided  for  counties 
within  classifications  based  upon  population.    Urban  and  rural 
areas  obviously  cannot  be  ruled  by  the  same  number  of  officers. 
Each  county  has  the  constitutional  officers,  but  the  statutory  of- 
ficers vary  in  number,  powers,  and  duties.    The  latter  officers 
may  be  compulsory  in  all  counties,  or  they  may  be  optional  and 
therefore  established  in  only  a  few  instances;  others  are  author- < 
ized  in  only  certain  classes  of  counties,  though  the  class  may 
include  only  one  county. 

Indiana  stands  alone  among  the  states  of  the  Union  in  having 
a  dual  system  of  county  governing  boards,  since  the  establishment 
in  each  county  of  a  county  council  in  1899.  (28)    Each  oounty  is 
governed  by  a  board  of  commissioners  and  a  county  council.  The 
duties  of  these  agencies,  with  technical  distinction,  are  enumer- 
ated in  their  proper  places  below. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  a  tendency  toward 
centralization  of  power  in  the  hands  of  state  authorities  has 
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taken  from  county  officials  many  of  their  po-.vers  and  duties  and 
has  greatly  lessened  the  scope  of  those  remaining.     In  older 
fields  of  finance,  roads,  and  education,  the  state's  supervision 
has  greatly  increased,  and  the  creation  of  newer  state  departments 
such  as  police,  food  and  fire  inspection,  and  public  welfare,  has 
caused  heavy  removal  of  local  responsibility  and  control. 

Present  Administration 

The  Constitution  of  1851  reeorganized  the  governmental  struc- 
ture, enlarging  the  number  of  const itutional  officers  to  be  elected 
by  the  people  of  the  county,  as  follows:  (29) 

Clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  who,  by  statutory  provision, 
keeps  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  all  county  courts  and  per- 
forms other  administrative  duties,  including  serving  as  registra- 
tion officer  and  member  of  the  county  election  boards. 

Recorder,  who  makes  and  preserves  a  public  record  of  all 
legal  documents,  both  official  and  private,  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  lav/. 

Sheriff,  who  is  conservator  of  the  peace  and  executes  orders 
of  the  county  courts  and  boards. 

Coroner,  who  holds  inquests  in  all  cases  of  death  by  violence 
and  of  suspicious  circumstances. 

Treasurer,  who  receives  and  disburses  all  county  moneys  in- 
cluding the  collection  of  taxes,  and  serves  as  ex-officio  member 
of  the  board  of  review. 

Auditor,  who,  the  financial  agent  of  the  county,  compiles 
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the  oounty  budget  estimates,  prepares  the  tax  duplicates  and 
serves  as  clerk  and  member  of  several  county  boards.  \ 

Surveyor,  who  has  charge  of  all  surveying,  and  civil  ongi- • 
neering  work  of  the  county,  including  the  maintenance  of  drainage 
systems.  (30) 

The  constitution  also  empowered  the  legislature  to  prescribe 
such  other  officers  as  may  become  necessary.  (31)    Under  this  au- 
thority the  legislature  has  from  time  to  time  established  the 
following  statutory  officers  and  boards: 

Board  of  commissioners,  the  leading  governing  body  of  the 
county,  often  called  the  "county  board",  or  the  "board  for  doing 
county  business" •    It  consists  of  three  members  elected  for  terms 
of  three  years.    The  board  furnishes  and  maintains  county  build- 
ings and  grounds,  administers  the  financial  transactions  of  the 
county  and  audits  the  accounts  of  all  officers  who  handle  moneys 
of  the  county,  and  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  county 
highways.  (32) 

County  council,  another  governing  body,  created  in  18S9,  (33) 
to  control  the  finances  of  county  government.    This  council  con- 
sists of  seven  members,  elected  for  terms  of  four  years.  The 
council  has  pov/er  to  fix  the  tax  rate  for  county  purposes  and  for 
all  purposes  where  the  rate  is  not  fixed  by  law  and  is  required  to 
be  uniform  throughout  the  county;  to  adopt  the  county  budget  and 
the  exclusive  right  to  make  appropriations  from  the  county  treas- 
ury; and  the  exclusive  power  to  authorize  the  borrowing  of  money 
and  the  issuing  of  bonds.  (34) 
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Superintendent  of  schools,  in  1873,  (35)  who  has  general 
superintendence  of  all  schools  of  the  county  outside  of  incorpor- 
ated cities  and  towns.  (36)    Elected  by  the  township  trustees,  (37) 
he  is  ex-officio  member  and  president  of  the  county  board  of  edu- 
cation. (38) 

Board  of  education,  in  1873,  (59)  consisting  since  an  amend- 
ment of  1677  of  the  superintendent  of  schools,  township  trustees, 
and  the  chairman  of  school  trustees  of  each  city  and  town  of  the 
county.    The  board  considers  the  general  wants  and  needs  of  the 
schools  and  school  property,  and  all  matters  relating  to  the  pur- 
chase of  school  furniture,  books,  maps,  and  charts.  (40) 

Health  officer,  in  1681,  originally  secretary  of  the  board 
of  health,  (41)  abolished  by  an  act  of  1909,  which  created  the 
office  of  health  commissioner,  (42)  whose  title  was  changed  in 
1955  to  health  officor.    lie  is  appointed  by  the  board  of  ..commis- 
sioners and  must  be  legally  qualified  to  practice  medicine,  and 
enforce  the  health  laws  of  the  state.  (43) 

Assessor,  in  1891,  (44)  who  instructs  and  advises  the  town- 
ship assessors,  reviews  their  returns  and  examines  the  tax  dupli- 
cates, assesses  omitted  real  and  personal  property,  (45)  and  ap- 
praises estates  for  inheritance  taxes.  (46)    He  is  elected  by 
the  voters  of  the  county,  (47)  and  is  ex-officio  member  and  pres- 
ident of  the  board  of  review.  (48) 

Board  of  review,  in  1891,  whose  members  are  the  county  as- 
sessor, auditor,  and  treasurer,  (49)  and,  by  an  amendment  of  1919, 
two  freeholders  of  opposite  political  parties,  appointed  by  the 
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judge  of  tho  circuit  court.  (50)    This  board  oqualizos  tax  assess- 
ments as  between  townships  or  other  taxing  units  and  between  indi- 
vidual property  owners,  and  may  sot  aside  the  aggregate  assessment, 
if  too  high  or  too  low,  of  the  whole  county  or  any  taxing  unit 
thereof  and  order  a  new  assessment,  (51) 

Board  of  finance,  in  1907,  consisting  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners, with  tho  auditor  as  secretary.  (52)    This  board  has  the 
custody  of  county  funds  and  selocts  the  depositories,  (53)  appor- 
tioning the  deposits  among  the  banks  in  agreement  with  other  mu- 
nicipal corporations  in  the  county  according  to  the  total  resources 
of  the  depositories.  (54) 

Agricultural  agent,  in  1913,  who,  under  the  supervision  of 
Purdue  University,  conducts  farmers'  institutes  and  other  move- 
ments for  the  advancement  of  agriculture  and  country  life,  and 
aids  the  superintendent  of  schools  and  the  teachers  of  the  county 
in  agricultural  education  and  domestic  science.    He  is  appointed 
by  the  director  of  agricultural  extension  service  of  Purdue  Uni- 
versity, subject  to  the  approval  of  the  state  board  known  as  tho 
county  agricultural  agent  board.  (55) 

Highway  supervisor,  in  1933,  who  supervises,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  board  of  commissioners,  the  repair  and  maintenance 
of  all  county  highways.    The  board  of  commissioners  makes  the 
appointment  and  may  appoint  the  surveyor  as  highway  supervisor. 
However,  tho  board  of  commissioners  of  Porter  County  has  appointed 
on  extra  officer  as  highway  supervisor.  (56) 

Board  of  tax  adjustment,  in  1933,  consisting  of  seven  members  (57) 
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who,  "by  an  amendment  of  1037,  are:    One  member  of  the  county  coun- 
cil, chosen  by  the  council;  the  mayor  of  the  largest  city  in  the 
county  or  any  public  official  of  any  city  in  the  county,  appointed 
by  the  mayor  of  the  largest  city  of  the  county;  one  member  of  the 
county  board  of  education,  selected  by  such  board;  and  four  free- 
holders appointed  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court.     The  board 
examines  any  tax  levy  and  the  corresponding  items  of  the  budget, 
and  adjusts  the  tax  rate  so  that  it  shall  not  exceed,  in  any  mu- 
nicipal corporation,  the  total  tax  rate  prescribed  by  law.  (58) 

School  fund  board,  in  1935,  consisting  of  three  members; 
the  auditor  and  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  ex  officio,  and 
one  member  appointed  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court.  The 
board  makes  all  loans  from  the  common  school  and  the  congression- 
al township  school  funds  to  owners  of  real  estate,  duly  secured 
by  mortgage.  (59) 

Department  of  public  welfare,  in  1936,  (60)  comprising  the 
board  of  public  welfare,  consisting  of  five  members  appointed  by 
the  judge  of  the  circuit  court,  (61)  and  the  director  of  public 
welfare,  appointed  by  the  board.  (62)    The  department  administers 
the  measures  of  public  welfare  as  prescribed  by  law  and  the  rules 
of  the  state  department.  (63) 

Registration  officer,  in  1933,  who  is  the  clerk  of  tho  cir- 
cuit court  ex  officio.    He  conducts  the  registration  of  voters  (64) 
and  furnishes  a  list  of  the  registered  voters  to  the  inspector  of 
each  precinct.  (65) 

Board  Of  election  commissioners,  in  1889,  oonsisting  of  the 
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olork  of  tho  circuit  court  and  two  persons  appointed  by  him,  of 
opposite  political  parties.     Tho  board  prepares,  prints,  and  dis- 
tributes ballots  for  general  elections  (66)  and  appoints  the  pre- 
cinct officials.  (67) 

Board  of  canvassers,  in  1905,  which  is  the  board  of  election 
commissioners.  (68)    The  board  canvasses,  tabulates,  and  compiles 
the  election  returns  of  the  county  (69)  and  certifies  the  candi- 
dates elected.  (70) 

Board  of  primary  election  commissioners,  in  1915,  consisting 
of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  two  persons  appointed  by 
him,  of  opposite  political  parties.    The  board  prepares,  prints, 
and  distributes  ballots  for  primary  eloctions.  (71) 

Judicial 

The  judicial  system  of  Porter  County,  as  of  other  Indiana 
counties,  is  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  subsequent  acts  of 
the  Indiana  General  Assembly.     The  constitution  authorized  and  di- 
rected that  the  state  be  divided  into  judicial  circuits.  (72) 
Porter  County  constitutes  the  sixty-seventh  circuit,  established 
in  1913.  (73)    Previously,  it  was  part  of  a  judicial  circuit  to 
which  other  counties  were  attached.    The  constitution  further  pro- 
vides for  the  election  of  a  judge  (74)  and  a  prosecuting  attorney 
for  the  circuit,  (75)  and  a  clerk  of  tho  circuit  court.  (76)  The 
circuit  court  has  original  oxclusivo  jurisdiction  in  all  cases, 
criminal,  civil,  probate,  and  juvenile,  except  where  exclusive  or 
concurrent  jurisdiction  is  conferred  by  law  upon  justices  of  the 
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peace,  and  such  appellate  jurisdiction  as  is  conferred  by  lav/. 
It  also  has  jurisdiction  of  all  other  causes,  matters,  and  pro- 
ceedings where  exclusive  jurisdiction  thereof  is  not  conferred  by 
law  upon  some  other  court  or  office.  (77) 

Records  System 

The  records  of  Porter  County  began  with  its  creation  in  1856. 
The  establishment  of  each  of  the  county  offices  and  bureaus  in- 
augurated their  records  which  were  kept  in  such  fashion  as  the 
incumbents  saw  fit,  following  in  the  main  the  directions  of  the 
general  assembly  under  the  provisions  for  each  respective  office. 
In  1909,  the  legislature  established  the  state  board  of  accounts, 
which  formulates,  prescribes,  and  installs  systems  of  accounting 
and  reporting  which  are  uniform  for  every  public  office  of  the 
same  class.  (78)    Under  this  law  some  of  the  records  were  com- 
bined to  eliminate  separation,  duplication,  and  overlapping.  The 
board  also  permits  the  use  of  bound  loose-leaf  records  in  almost 
all  cases  where  the  reoords  are  typed.    The  quality  of  the  paper 
and  ink  and  the  binding  and  rebinding  practices  are  left  to  the 
judgment  of  the  board  of  oounty  commissioners,  except  that  a  good 
quality  is  required. 

"Whenever  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  re- 
cords of  any  office,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  board  of  commissioners 
to  issue  an  order  directing  the  officer  in  charge  to  copy  and 
transcribe  the  records.  (79) 

In  1925  a  law  was  passed  permitting  county  officials,  at 
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their  discretion,  to  turn  over  to  the  archives  division  of  the 
state  library  for  permanent  preservation,  any  official  books,  re- 
cords, documents,  original  papers,  newspaper  files,  or  printed 
books  and  material  not  in  current  use  in  their  offices.  (80)  This 
law  is  optional  and  has  boon  ineffectual.    County  officials  are 
loath  to  part  with  records,  even  when  no  longer  in  use  and  in 
spite  of  lack  of  storage  space,  anticipating  a  possible  call  for 
them.    Consequently,  they  have  only  occasionally  availed  them- 
selves of  this  provision  for  permanent  preservation  of  their  old 
records. 

The  recorder  and  other  county  officers,  by  an  act  of  1927, 
are  authorized  to  record  deeds,  mortgages,  and  other  instruments 
by  any  approved  photographic  process  adopted  by  the  board  of  com- 
missioners. (81) 

In  1937,  the  general  assembly  authorized  the  director  of  the 
state  library,  at  his  discretion,  to  make  a  copy,  by  photography 
or  in  any  other  way,  of  any  official  book,  record,  document, 
original  paper,  newspaper,  or  printed  book  or  material  in  any 
county,  city,  or  other  public  office,  for  preservation  in  the 
state  archives.    All  public  officials  must  permit  copies  to  be 
made  of  the  books,  records,  documents,  and  papers  in  their  respec- 
tive offices.  (82) 
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(4)  Ibid.,  Acts  1795,  p.  201. 

(5)  Ibid.,  Acts  1788,  ch.  2, 
p.  8. 


(6)  Ibid.,  Acts  1788,  ch.  9, 
p.  24. 

(7)  Ibid.,  Acts  1795,  p.  197. 

(8)  Ibid.,  Acts  1792,  ch.  2, 
sec.  6. 

(9)  Ibid.,  Acts  1788,  ch.  2, 
pp.  6-7;  Acts  1795,  pp. 
156-57,  sec.  9. 
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Laws,  Indiana  Territory, 
Acts  1802,  p.  25,  sec.  1. 
Ibid.,  Acts  1805,  ch.  32, 
sec.  1. 

Ibid.,  Acts  1810,  ch.  10, 
sec.  5. 

Ibid.,  Acts  1813,  ch.  10, 
sec.  2. 

Const.  1816,  art.  5, 
sec.  8. 

Ibid.,  art.  11,  sec.  10. 
Ibid.,  art.  4,  sec  25. 
Ibid.,  art.  12,  sec.  3. 
Acts  1816-17,  ch.  15, 
sec.  1. 

Ibid.,  ch.  17,  sees.  1-2. 
Acts  1817-18,  oh.  30, 
sec.  1. 

Rev.  Laws  1824,  ch.  15, 
sees.  1,  11,  16-17. 
Rev.  Laws  1831,  ch.  20, 
sees.  1,  12,  14. 
Ibid. j  ch.  102,  sec.  1. 
Acts  1841,  ch.  2, 
sec.  1. 

Acts  1850,  ch.  21, 
sec.  9. 

Kettleborough,  Charles. 
Constitution  Making  in 
Indiana.    Vol.  1, 
p.  222. 

Const.,  art.  4,  sec.  22. 
Acts  1899;  Burns  26-501. 
Const.,  art.  6,  sec.  2. 
For  citations,  see  the 
legal  status  essays  of 
these  offices  in  Section  B. 
Const.,  art.  6,  sec.  3. 
1  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  Acts 
1929;  Burns  26-601;  1  "Rev. 
Stat.  1852,  Acts  1935; 
Burns,  1937  suppl.,  26-620 \ 
Acts  1919;  Burns  36-301. 
Acts  1899;  Burns  26-501. 
Acts  1899;  Burns  26-515, 
26-520;  Acts  1899,  1921, 
1929;  Burns  26-532. 
Acts  1873,  ch.  25,  sec.  2. 
Acts  1899;  Burns  28-704. 
Acts  1899,  1911,  1923; 
Burns  28-702. 


(38 

(39 

(40 

(41 

(42 

(43 

(44 

(45 
(46 

(47 

(48 

(49 

(50 

(51 
(52 

(53 

(54 
(55 

(56 

(57 
(58 

(59 

(60 


(61 
(62 
(63 
(64 


Acts  1873,  1877;  Burns 
28-801. 

Acts  1873,  ch.  25, 
sec.  8. 

Acts  1873,  1877;  Burns 
28-801. 

Rev.  Stat.  1881, 
sec.  4993. 

Acts  1891,  1909;  Burns 
55-108. 

Acts  1935;  Burns,  1937 
suppl.,  35-118. 
Acts  1091,  ch.  99, 
sec.  112. 

Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1102. 
Acts  1931,  1933;  Burns 
6-2408. 

Acts  1919,  1921;  Burns 
64-1101. 

Acts  1919,  1920  (Spc. 
Sess.);  Burns  64-1201. 
Acts  1891,  ch.  99, 
sec.  114. 

Acts  1919,  1920  (&pc. 

Sess.);  Burns  64-1201. 

Acts  191S;  Burns  64-1205. 

Acts  1907;  Burns  61-606; 

Acts  1937;  Burns,  1937 

suppl.,  61-629. 

Acts  1957;  Burns,  1937 

suppl.,  61-656. 

Ibid.,  61-635. 

Acts  1913,  1923,  1927, 

1937;  Burns,  1937  suppl., 

28-4911. 

Acts  1933;  Burns  36-1103, 
36-1110. 

Acts  1953;  Burns  64-304. 

Acts  1937;  Burns,  1937 

suppl.,  64-310. 

Acts  1865,  1935;  Burns, 

1937  suppl.,  28-209. 

Acts  1956  (Spc.  Sess.); 

Burns,  1937  suppl., 

52-1117. 

Ibid.,  52-1118. 

Ibid.,  52-1119. 

Ibid.,  52-1120. 

Acts  1933,  1935;  Burns, 

1937  suppl.,  29-306. 
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(65)  Acts  1933,  1935;  Burns, 
1937  supply  29-317.  ' 

(66)  Acts  1889;  Burns  29-1002. 

(67)  Acts  1929,  1933;  Burns 
29-804;  Acts  1929;  Burns 
29-805,  29-806,  29-807. 

(68)  Acts  1905,  1927;  Burns 
29-1401. 

(69)  Acts  1905;  Burns  29-1404. 

(70)  Ibid.,  29-1405. 

(71)  Acts  1915,  1917;  Burns 
29-504. 

(72)  Const.,  art.  7,  sec.  9. 

(73)  Acts  1913;  Burns  4-332. 

(74)  Const.,  art.  7,  sec.  9; 
Acts  1881;  Burns  4-301. 


(75)  Ibid.,  soc.  11;  2  Rev. 
Stat.  1852;  Burns  49-2501, 

(76)  Ibid.,  art.  6,  sec.  2; 

2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-2701. 

(77)  Acts  1881  (Spc.  Sess.); 
Burns  4-303. 

(78)  Acts  1909;  Burns  60-202, 
60-224. 

(79)  Acts  1877;  Burns  26-634. 

(80)  Acts  1925,  1937;  Burns, 
1937  suppl.,  63-830. 

(81)  Acts  1927;  Burns  49-3207. 

(82)  Acts  1925,  1937;  Burns, 
1937  suppl.,  65-830. 
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MONKS,  LEANDER  J.,  editor.  Courts  and  lavjyors  of  Indiana. 
3  vols.  (1437  pp.  Federal  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.  Indianapolis, 
1916. ) 

SIKSS,  PRESSLY  S.    State  Government  of  Indiana,  The     (12  pp. 
Principia  Press,  Inc.     Bloomington,  Ind.,  1937.) 

SNIDER,  CLYDE  FRANK,     County  and  tovmshin  rovernnent  in 
Indiana.     (18  pp.    Urbana,  111.,  1936.) 

SNIDER,  CLYDE  FRANK,     Indiana  Counties  and  townships.  (Ind- 
iana Magazine  of  History.    June  1957,  35:119-152.) 

SNIDER,  CLYDE  FRANK,  and  SAFFEBFELD,  MAX  li.    County  end  tovm- 
ship  government  in  Indiana..    (Report  of  the  Indiana  State  Committee 
on  Governmental  Econony.    pp.  99-120,  176-101.) 

THORNTON,  7T.  17.    A  manual  of  practice  before  county  co:~is- 
sioners  including  the  pov.'ors  and  duties  .o.f  .county,  officers,  in 
Indiana.    2  vols.     (2059  pp.    Indianapolis.    The  Bobbs-l'.errill 
Co.  cl925) 

Also  the  Session  Laws  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Indiana,  1816-1937. 


A  REPORT  QK  TJIE  PORTER  COUNTY  COURTHOUSE  EIRE 

Porter  County  courthouse,  located  in  Valparaiso,  was  built  in 
16C3  at  a  cost  of  (157,540.    Its  walls  were  constructed  of  ctone 
a_id  brick,  but  its  frar.c-.vor>:  was  largely  wood.     It  contained  a 
basement,  tv.o  floors,  and  an  attic.     County  officials  were  housed 
on  the  first  floor  and  in  the  basement,  while  the  circuit  and 
superior  court  rooms  were  located  on  the  second  floor.     in  Jan- 
uary 1934,  the  appraised  value  of  the  courthouse  and  itc  contents 
was  set  at  0274, 000,  $124,800  of  which  were  covered  by  insurance. 

The  temperature  was  below  zero  at  12;30  on  the  morning  of 
December  27,  1934.    A  merchant  policeman,  on  his  regular  beat 
through  the  downtown  district  of  Valparaiso,  noticed  the  glare  of 
flames  through  the  rear  windows  of  the  circuit  court  room  and 
turned  in  the  alarm.    All  the  fire  equipment  of  the  city  was  put 
into  action.     The  firemen  were  unable  to  reach  the  burning  portion 
of  the  building,  since  their  ladders  were  not  long  enough  and  the 
stairways  were  on  fire.     Gar-/  and  L-por-ue  fire  companies  were 
summoned,  but  the  wooden  framework  of  the  building  burned  rapidly, 
and  the  upper  floors  could  not  be  saved.    After  hours  of  stubborn 
resistance,  the  fire  was  brought  under  control  and  finally  extin- 
guished • 

Briefly  then,  this  was  the  result  of  the  fire:     Tho  clock- 
tower,  the  attic,  and  much  of  the  second  floor  were  destroyed,  and 
current  court  records,  which  -.-ere  kept  in  the  courtrooms  in  steel 
filing  cabinets,  v/ere  so  badly  charred  that  they  crumbled  to  dust 


(27) 
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when  touched;  but  the  records  of  the  county  offices,  being  kept 
in  concrete  vault,  equipped  with  fire-doors,  were  not  damaged 
by  the  fire  and  were  only  slightly  damaged  by  water  seepage. 

At  the  earliest  practical  mone±vb,  provision  was  made  for  the 
resumption  of  county  business.     The  commissioners,  meeting  in  the 
surveyor's  office  in  the  courthouse  basement,  arranged  for  the 
removal  of  oho  circuit  and  superior  courts  to  the  Old  Vidette 
Building,  and  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  courthouse,  whose  walls, 
still  standing,  were  in  usablo  condition.     The  courts  immediately 
instructed  lawyers  concerned  in  the  cases  whose  records  were 
destroyed  to  prepare  copies  of  the  cases  for  the  u.;e  of  the  court. 
Ahose  officials  whose  offices  were  not  completely  us  less  resumed 
business  in  their  old  quarters  after  a  temporary  roof  had  been 
constructed;  others  were  romoved  to  temporary  quarters  outside 
the  courthouse.     The  damage  to  the  courthouse  was  estimated  at 
^205,995,  including  the  total  destruction  of  one  of  the  finest 
law  libraries  in  the  state. 

Cwing  to  the  rebuilding  of  the  courthouse  at  the  time  trie 
survey  of  the  Po  ter  County  public  records  was  made,  the  records 
Wire  located  arbitrarily  whore. er  space  for  ;hem  could  be  obtained 
—mainly  in  the  vaults  of  the  county  officials.-    Thus  no  report  oh 
the  housing  of  the  records  can  be  written  until  the  final  edition 
of  the    Porter  County  inventory  is  published,  at  which  time  the 
records  will  doubtless  have  been  given  permanent  locations.  A 
completo  report,  therefore,  will  be'  included  in  the  final 
edition. 


4.    LIST  OF  ABBREVIATIONS,  STOOLS,  AIID  EXPLANATORY  NOTES 


The  Style  Ixuiual  of  the  United  States  Government  Printing 
Office  is  the  authority  followed  herein. 

Acts  (Session)  Laws  of  the  State  of 

Indiana  (commonly  referred  to  by 
binder's  title,  "Acts").  By 
authority  ...  (of  the)  Secretary 
of  State  (of  Indiana) 

agricultural  agent,  agricultural 
agent ' s 

alphabetical,  alphabetically 
approximately 
arranged 
article 


assr.  assessor,  assessor's 

aud.  auditor,  auditor's 

aver.  average 

bdl.  bundle 

Bldg.  Building 

bsmt.  basemont 

Burns  Burns,  Harrison,  editor.  Annotated 


Indiana  Statutes  containing  all 
acts  of  a  general  and  public  nature 
in  force  September  1,  1033.  12 
vols.    The  3obbs-I-errill  Company, 
Indianapolis,  Ind,     (cl933  and  1934) 
with  Supplement  1936  in  pockot  in 
bach  cover.     (Yoar  is  given  in  re- 
ference only  in  citations  to  supple- 
ment,   liumbers  refer  to  sections 
which  run  in  one  continuous,  consecu 
tivo  series  as  explained  in  Burns 
l:iii-iv.) 

c«  copyright  (before  date) 

C.C.  County  Courthouse 


agr.  agt. 

alph. 
approx. 
arr. 
art. 
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oh. 

chron. 

elk. 

comr. 

Const. 

cor. 

hdvr. 

hi.  sup. 
hlth.  offr. 
ibid. 

Ind. 

Ley  fa.  Ind.  Terr, 


Laws  IM7#.Terr. 


mi. 

n* 

ne. 


chapter 

chronologically,  chronological 
clerl:,  clerk's 

commissioner,  comnissionors,  commiss- 
ioner's, commissioners' 

Constitution  of  Indiana  (refers  to 
present  constitution  unless  date 
follows) 

coroner,  coroner's 

handwritten 

highway  supervisor,  highway  supervisor's 

health  officer,  health  officer's 

ibidem  (same  reference  as  that 
immediately  forogoing) 

Indiana;  Indiana  Roports  (when  preced- 
ed by  the  volume  numbor,  rcforonce 
is  to  the  official  state  court 
reports) • 

Laws  of  Indiana  Territory,  The: 
1801-1809.    Edited  by  Francis  S. 
Philbrick.    Collections  of  the 
Illinois  State  Historical  Library: 
Vol.  21.    Reprinted  with  supplementary 
Indiana  material.    Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Historical  Bureau,  1931. 

Laws  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  The: 
1738-1800.    Edited  by  Theodore 
Calvin  Pease.    Illinois  State  His- 
torical Library  Lav/  Series:    Vol.  1. 
Springfield,  111.    Reprinted  by  the 
Illinois  State  Bar  Association. 
(cl925) 

mile 

north 

northeast 
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no.,  nos. 

Off. 

p.,  pp. 

pr.  frm. 
pt. 

pros.  atty. 

q.v. 

rec. 
r.ecr. 

Rev.  Laws  1851 
Rev.  Stat.  1843 

1  Rev.  Stat.  1852) 

2  Rev.  Stat.  1852) 

Rev.  Stat.  1881 


number,  numbers 
nor  thv.-e st 
office 
page,  pages 
printod  form 
part 

prosecuting  attorney,  prosecuting 
attorney' s 

Vihich  see 

record 

recorder,  recorder's 

Revised  Lavrs  of  Indiana,  •••  enacted  by 
the  general  assembly  at  their  fifteenth 
session  ...    Published  by  authority  of 
the  general  assembly.  Indianapolis, 
1831. 

Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Indiana 
pas sod  at  the  twenty-sevonth  session  of 
the  goneral  assembly  ...    Printed  and 
published  according  to  lavr.  Indiana- 
polis, 1843. 

Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
passed  at  the  thirty-sixth  session  of 
the  general  assembly  ...     2  vols. 
Printed  and  published  according  to  lav/-. 
Indianapolis,  1852. 

Revised  Statutes  of  Indiana  ...  Collated 
and  annotated  by  James  S.  Frasor, 
John  3.  Stotsonburg,  and  David  Turpie, 
Commissioners.    By  authority  of  the 
general  assembly  Chicago,  111.    B.  B» 
Uyers  and  Company,  1881. 


rm. 
s. 


room 
south 
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sec. 

section 

se. 

southeast 

shf. 

sherifT,  sheriff's 

spc.  soss. 

special  session 

stat. 

statutes 

Stg. 

storage 

suppl. 

supplement 

sur . 

surveyor,  surveyor's 

supt.,  supt.  sch. 

superintendent,  superintendent' s. 

superintendent  of  schools 

SY/-. 

s  out  Invest 

tr. 

treasurer,  treasurer's 

twp» 

tovmship 

U.  S. 

United  States 

vol.,  vols. 

volume,  volumes 

vt.  vault 
wfr.  welfare 

current 

'  foot,  feet 

inch,  inches 

Other  abbreviations  in  common  use  are  occasionally  used. 

Explanatory  Notes 

The  inventory  of  the  records  of  each  bureau  is  preceded  by 
an  explanatory  section,  giving  its  legal  status  and  functions. 


Abbreviations,  Symbols,  and  Explanatory  Hotos 

In  each  legal  status  the  inception  date  of  each  office  is 
riven  as  a  comparative  basis  for  the  dates  of  the  records.    If  the 
office  were  established  before  the  origin  of  tho  county,  the  date 
of  organization  is  the  inception  date,    whenever  the  inception  date 
of  records  is  later,  than  tho  date  of  the  organization  of  the  county, 
it  is  by  reason  of  statutory  inauguration.  jL4rl.'7^22 

Entries  are  grouped  under  an  outline  classification,  using 
headings  and  subheads  according  to  relative  functions.    The  first 
breakdown  is  centered  in  capitals  and  lower-case;  the  second 
break-down  is  relative  to  the  first  and  is  in  capitals  and  lower- 
case, underscored  at  the  margin. 

Each  entry  has  two  parts  or  paragraphs:  Title  and  description. 
Occasionally  on  entry  will  have  a  third  cross-roference  paragraph.  • 

I.    The  title  consists  of; 

le    Entry  number.    Tho  entries  are  numbered  consecutively 
within  the  county. 

2.  Titles  in  capitals,  enclosed  in  parentheses,  are 
supplied  by  the  Historical  Records  Survey,  because  either  the 
volume  or  file  has  no  title  or  an  incorrect  one.    V.'ords  in  capitals 
and  lower  case,  enclosed  in  parentheses,  ore  also  supplied  or  are 
supplementary  to  the  titlo,  where  it  is  necessary  to  explain  the 
typos  of  rocords  more  fully. 

3.  Period  covered  by  tho  record,  showing  beginning  and 
ending  dates  by  years  only.    In  a  divided  year,  tho  months  and 
days  are  given.    A  dash  in  place  of  an  ending  date  denotes  a 
continuous  open  record. 
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4.  Quantity. 

5.  I.'.arkings,  if  a  scries  or  a  part  of  a  series.  ..here 
the  entry  consists  of  ono  unit,  marked  1,  the  marking  is  omitted j 
if  otherwise  marked,  excopt  by  datos,  marking  is  givon. 

6.  Variation  in  numboring. 

7.  l  issinf-  volumes. 

8.  Subtitles  or  variations  in  title. 
II.    The  description  consists  of: 

1.  A  corplete  description  of  the  record,  its  contents, 
and  its  purpose,  rath  a  resume  of  the  column  headings  or  subjects 
treated. 

2.  "'ethod  of  arrangement  or  indexing. 

3.  Nature  of  recording.    J'odern  records  are  almost 
exclusively  in  printed  form,  filled  in  by  hand  or  typewriter  as 
stated  in  entry. 

4.  Condition.    Unless  good  or  excollont,  in  which  case, 
it  is  omitted. 

5.  Uumber  of  pages  averaged  for  a  series. 

6.  Size,  averaged  for  a  series,  is  given  in  inches 
unless  otherwise  3~>ocified;  hence  the  inch  sign  is  omitted. 

7»    Location.    The  place  of  custody  (the  room  in  which  the 
records  are  located)  is  given  in  the  entry,  except,  as  stated  in  the 
legal  status,  in  cases  where  all,  or  the  majority,  of  the  records 
are  in  one  room. 
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III»    Cross-references  mad©  to  other  entries. 

1.  For  records  which  have  relative  funotions. 

2.  For  records  having  earlier  or  later  recordings 
under  a  different  titlo  or  type  of  record. 

3.  For  records  for  which  additional  information  may 
be  found  in  other  entries. 

whenever  an  entry  contains  more  than  one  type  of  record,  all 
the  dates  are  given  in  a  master  entry  under  the  actual  title  or  under 
a  complete  title,  if  supplied,  with  reference  to  subordinate  entries 
for  each  part.    The  subordinate  entries  consist  of  title,  dates, 
and  description  only. 


I.    COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS 


The  boaid  of  commissioners  is  a  statutory  body  comprising 
three  members  olected  for  a  term  of  three  years.    Elections  arc 
so  arranged  that  one  member  shall  retire  each  year.     The  county 
is  divided  into  three  districts  from  each  of  which  one  member  is 
elected  by  the  electorate  of  the  entire  county.  (1)  Porter 
County  has  had  a  board  of  commissioners  from  its  creation  in 
1836,  as  provided  in  the  acts  of  1817,  (2)  and  the  revised  stat- 
utes of  1852»  (o) 

The  board  was  intonded  to  be  the  administrative  and  e;:ccutiv 
head  of  bhe  county.  In  1899  the  fiscal  powers "were  vested  exclus 
ively  in  the  county  council  (q.v. )  which  was  then  created.  (4) 

The  board  of  commissioners  is  a  corporate  body  with  powers 
to  sue  and  be  sued,  and  possessing  duties,  rights,  and  powers 
incident  to  corporations.  (5)     It  meets  in  regular  session  every 
month  on  the  first  Monday  and  in  special  sessions  as  called  by  th 
county  auditor,  its  cx-officio  clerk.  (6) 

Its  principal  functions  arc:    Control  of  county  property, 
allov.-ancc  of  claims  against  county,  (7)  letting  of  county  contrac 
supervision  of  contracts  of  maintenance  of  roads  and  bridges,  (8) 
preparation  of  annual  budget  estimates,  (9)  and  exercise  of  die 
right  of  eminent  domain.  (10)    Other  povrers,  in  specific  instance 
have  been  conferred  upon  the  board  by  the  legislature,  chiefly; 
to  abolish  or  change  township  or  precinct  boundary  lines,  (11)  Uo 


(38) 
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establish' libraries  (12)  and  hospitals,  (13)  to  authorize  payment 
of  bounties,  and  to  offer  rewards.  (14) 

The  commissioners,  by  vix'tue  of  their  office,  were  consti- 
tuted a  board  of  turnpike  directors,  by  an  act  of  1079,  for  the 
management  and  control  of  all  free  turnpikes  in  the  county.  Each 
director  had  personal  supervision  of  one  district.     Their  pov/ore 
were  to  appoint  suitable  oorsons  to  supervise  the  work  of  repairs; 
contract  for  labor  and  materials;  enter  upon  lands  to  take  rravel, 
and  to  give  certificates  of  payments  j  anu  to  appoint  a  clerk  of  the 
board,  (15)    An  act  of  1S05  naae  the  county  auditor  the  clerk  of 
the  board.  (16) 

This  board  was  abolished  in  19J3,  and. the  highways  -were  placed 
in  charge  of  a  superintendent  of  highways  appointed  by  the  commis- 
sioners. (17) 

This  office  was  likowiso  abolished  twenty  years  later,  and 
supervision  of  highways  was  transferred  to  the  surveyor (q. v. )  unlcs: 
the  commissioners  appoint  a  highway  supervisor  (q.v.).  (13)  The 
county  commissioners  may  employ  the  surveyor  to  serve  as  highway 
supervisor.  (19) 

All  the  records  are  located  in  the  courthouse. 


(1)  Kov.  Stat.  1852;  Acts  (0)  1  i.ev.  S.au.  1G32;  "urns 
1929;  Bums  2G-G01,  26-602,  26-606. 

26-605.        .  (6)  Acts  1863;  Burns  26-G07. 

(2)  Acts  1817,  ch.  14,  sec.  1.  (7)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1G52;  Burns 

(3)  1  Rev*  Stat.  1852;  Acts  26-620. 

1929;  Burns  26-601.  (8)  Acts  1905;  Burns  33-1301. 

(4)  Acts  1399;  Burns  26-501,  (9)  Acts  1899;  Burns  26-51G. 
2C-515,  26-529,  26-532,  (10)  Acts  1899;  Burns  26-2101. 
26-633.  (11)  Acts  1859;  Burns  26-701 
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(12)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 


(16)  Acts  1905,  pp.  521-579. 

(17)  Acts  1913,  ch.  330,  sec.  1. 

(18)  Acts  1933;  Burns  36-1101  to 


41-502. 


(13)  Acts  1903;  Burns  22-3201. 

(14)  Acts  1875;  Burns  26-1101. 

(15)  Acts  1879,  p.  226. 


36-1109. 
(19)  Acts  1933;  Burns  36-1110. 


Court  Proceedings  and  Reports 


1.  COlCnsSlOlJERS'  RECORD,  ^936—.    29  vols.  (A-I,  K-Z,  1-4). 
Record  of  proceedings  in  commissioners'  meetings,  showing  date, 
nature  of  business,  names  of  parties  concerned,  date  of  filing, 
action  token,  and  decision  of  board.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
subjects.  1836-  June  8,  1901,  hdw.;  1901—,  typed.    600  pp. 
18  x  12  x  3.    Aud.  vt. 

2.  COnasSIOIIERS1  COURT  DOCKET,  1864—.    10  vols. 
Record  of  commissioners*  court  proceedings,  sho.ving  date,  petitions 
claims,  names  of  parties  concerned,  nature,  date  of  filing  action, 
and  decision  of  board.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    1300  pp.    12  x  12  x  6. 
Aud.  vt. 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  1. 

3.  VALPARAISO  SCHOOL  REFORTS,  1893—.    8  file  boxes. 
Finanoial  report  of  Valparaiso  school  city  to  commissioners,  show- 
ing date,  and  receipts  and  disbursements  from  various  funds. 

Arr.  chron.    Typed.    4  x  10  x  14.    Aud.  vt. 

4.  RECORD  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  POOR  ASYLUI.I,  1893-1904.    1  vol. 
Record  of  poor  asylum  inmates,  showing  name    of  inmate,  .  address, 
date  received,  condition  of  patient,  statistics  on  farm  production, 
and  inventory  of  supplies.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    200  pp.  12  x  19  x  lg 
Aud.  vt. 
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Court  Proceedings  and  Reports (continued) 
Bond  Issues 

•     5.    BOND  REGISTER,  1899—,    2  vols,  (1-2). 
Record  of  bonds  issued  for  public  improvements,  showing  name  of 
purchaser,  bond  number,  dates  due  and  paid,  amount,  maturity,  and 
rate  of  interest.    Indexed  alph#  by  names  of  purchasers.  Hdw. 
500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Aud.  vt. 

Petitions 

6.  TRANSCRIPTS,  1905-32.    18  file  boxes. 

Transcripts  of  petitions  for  publio  improvement,  showing  date,, 
names  of  petitioners,  location,  nature  of  construction,  and  com- 
missioners' aotion.    No  index.    4  x  10  x  14.    Aud.  vt. 

Requisitions,  Bids,  and  Contracts 

7.  BIDDER'S  RECORD,  1935—.    1  vol. 

Record  of  bids  for  contracts,  showing  date,  name  and  address  of 
bidder,  kind  of  material  or  service,  description,  amount,  and  date 
accepted.    Indexed  alph.  by  nature  of  bids.    Hdw.    300  pp.  11  x  14  x  2. 
Aud.  vt. 

8.  BIDS  AND  CONTRACTS,  (County  Buildings),  1884—.    12  file  ■ 
boxes. 

Bids  on  contracts  for  material,  repairs,  and  supplies,  showing  date, , 
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Court  Proceedings  and  Roports— Rogui stions^^Dids^ and  Contract c ( continued ) 

namo  of  bidder,  nature  of  bids,  amount,  purpose,  and  date  accepted, 
Arr.  chron.    4  x  10  x  14.    Aud.  vt . 

9.  COUNTY  ASYLUM,  1911—.     6  file  boxes. 

Contracts  for  asylum  supplies,  shov/ing  date,  name  of  contractor, 
kind  of  supplies,  and  amount.    Arr.  chron.    4  x  10  x  14.    Aud.  vt. 

Claims  and  Allowances 

10.  CLAIM  AND  ALLOWC    RECORD,  1397-- .     11  vols.  (1-0,  and 
2  vols,  not  numbered). 

Record  of  claims  filed  and  allov/ed,  shomnc  date,  claim  no.,  namo 
and  address  of  claimant,  appropriation  no.,  amount,  and  remarks. 
Arr.  chron.    Edw.    400  pp.  11  x  1G  x  1  3/4.    Aud.  vt. 

11.  CO;.:. ISSIOhTfiS*  CLAIMS  A..D  ALL0V.AI.CZS,  loG9~.    120  file 
boxes. 

Claims  filed  for  material  and  services,  shoeing  date,  name  of 
claimant,  amount  of  appropriation,  and  itemized  statement.  Arr. 
chron.    4  x  10  x  14.    Aud.  vt. 

12.  SOLDIER'S  BURIAL  RECORD,  1889-1905.    1  vol. 

hecord  of  deceased  XJ\iion  Soldiers,  shov/lnr;  name  and  address  of  de- 
ceased, rank,  company,  a(fje,  and  statement  of  burial  oxpertGC.  Arr. 
chron.    Edw.    452  pp.  12  x  1G  x  lvr.    Aud.  v'c. 
For  other  military  records,  see  entry  49. 
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Court  Proceedings  and  Reports^eontinued) 
Roa  d  s ,  Br  id  g  e  si  and  Ditches 

13.  ROADS ,  1880-1952.     85  file  boxes. 

Criminal  documents  covering  road  construction  and  repairs,  showing 
date,  names  of  roads,  contractors,  and  viewers,  material  reports , 
cost,  and  da'oo  of  acceptance.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  roads.    4  x 
10  x  4.    Aud.  vt. 

14.  IHDEX  TO  ROADS,  183G-1933.    2  vols. 

Index  to  entry  15,  showing  names  of  viewers,  description  of  road, 
and  page  no.  in  Commissi  oners*  Rccorc    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.     119  pp. 
12  x  18  x  1-J-.    Aud.  vt. 

15.  3RIDGE  RECORD,  1888-98.     1  vol. 

Record  of  bridges,  showing  location  by  tv/ps.,  kind  of  bridge,  de- 
scription, cost,  streams  and  highways/  and  names  of  contractors. 
Xo  index.    Hdw.    300  pp.  12  x  18  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

16.  BRIDGES,  1888—.     20  file  boxes. 

Original  documents  covering  bridge  construction  and  repairs,  showin 
date,  name  of  'orld^e,  kind,  description,  location,  cost,  contract- 
or's name,  and  date  of  acceptance  of  contract.    Arr.  alph.  by 
names  of  bridges.    4  x  10  x  14.    Aud.  vt. 

17.  DITCHES,  1888-1932.    21  file  boxes. 

Original  documents  covering  ditch  construction  and  repairs,  show- 
ing names  of  ditch  and  contractor;  estimation  of  cost;  ana  date  of 

acceptance.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  ditches.    4  x  10  x  14. 
Aud .  vt • • 
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Court  Proceedings  and  Reports^-  "oa/.s,  Bridges  and  Pitchy c( continued) 

18.    DITCHES,  1894-1911.     6  file  boxes. 
Original  documents  covering  ditch  cases,  s  halving  name     of  ditch, 
case  number,  date  of  petition,  and  date  of  disposition.  Arr. 
chron.    4  x  4  x  10.     Clk.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  .entry  2. 


II.  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

In  1899  the  legislature  created  the  county  council.  This 
council  consists  of  seven  members  who  are  elected  for  a  tern  cf 
four  years  and  must  "be  resident  freeholders  of  the  county.  One 
member  is  elected  from  each  of  the  four  councilmanic  districts  by 
the  voters  of  the  district,  and  three  members  are  elected  by  the 
voters  of  the  c  ounty  at  large.    The  council  elects  its  president 
from  its  membership,  and  the  auditor  acts  as  its  clerk.  The 
sheriff  is  required  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  council,  (l) 
The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  Porter  County  is  1899. 

The  regular  annual  meeting  is  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  after 
the  first  Llonday  of  September  for  the  purposes  of  fixing  the  tax 
rate,  of  imposing  the  tax  levy,  and  of  mailing  appropriations,  (2) 
and  continues  from  day  to  day  until  its  business  is  completed.  (3) 
Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  auditor  or  a  majority  of  the 
members.  (4)    Sessions  must  be  public.  (5)    Although  a  majority 
of  the  council  constitutes  a  quorum,  the  passage  of  ordinances 
requires  a  majority  of  all  members;  and  extraordinary  majorities 
are  required  by  law  in  certain  instances;  (6)  a  three-fourth) vote 
to  increase  or  insert  an  item  in  the  budget  estimates  submitted 
by  the  county  agencies  through  the  auditor;  (7)  a  two-thirds  vote 
to  make  additional  appropriations  at  special  meetings.  (8) 

The  power  of  fixing  the  tax  rate  where  it  is  not  fixed  by 
law;  is  vested  exclusively  in  the  council,  likowise  the  power  of 
making  appropriation  of  money  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county 
treasury.  (9) 

(45) 
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The  oouncil  passes  on  all  budget  estimates  subrnittod  by  county 
officials,  (10)  as  well  as  emergency  appropriations.  (11 ) 

The  council  has  exclusive  power  to  authorize  the  borrowing 
cf  money  for  the  county  and  the  issuing  of  bonds.  (12)  Ho  sale 
or  purchase  by  the  county  of  real  estate  of  the  value  of  §1,000 
or  more  is  made  without  authorization  by  the  council.  (13) 

All  the  records  are  located  in  the  auditor's  vault  in  the 
courthouse. 


(1)  Acts  1899; 
26-502,  26- 

Burns 

26-501, 

(8) 

Acts  1899,  1907, 

1913; 

-509,  26-515, 

Burns  26-521. 

26-532. 

0) 

Acts  1899;  Bums 

26-515. 

(2)  Acts  1899; 

Burns 

26-507. 

(10) 

Acts  1899;  Burns 

26-620. 

(3)  Acts  1899; 

Burns 

26-508. 

(11) 

Acts  1899,  1907, 

1913; 

(4)  Acts  1899, 

1931; 

Burns 

Burns  26-521. 

26-507. 

(12) 

Acts  1899,  1921, 

1929; 

(5)  Acts  1899; 

Burns 

26-508. 

Burns  26-532. 

(6)  Acts  1899; 

3urns 

26-511. 

(13) 

Acts  1899;  Burns 

26-534. 

(7)  Acts  1899; 

Burns 

26-520. 

19.  COUNTY  COUNCIL  RECORD,  1899—.     2  vols.  (1-2). 

Record  of  council  proceedings,  showing  date,  minutes "df  meetings, 
budgets  and  appropriations,  funds,  nature  of  business,  and  action 
taken.    Arr.  chosen.     Typed.     586  pp.  12  x  18  x  3* 

20.  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ESTIMATES,  1899—.     9  file  boxes. 
Original  ordinances  for  appropriations,  showing  date,  name  of 
office,  amount  requested,  amount  appropriated,  and  remarks,  -^rr. 
chron.    4  x  10  x  14. 


III.  CLERIC 


Tho  clork  of  the  circv.it  court,  commonly  referred  to  as 
"county  clork",  ia  a  constitutional  officer,  elected  for  a  four- 
year  term,  and  not  ontitlod  to  hold  office  for  moro  than  oight 
yoars  of  any  twelvo-yoar  poriod.  (l)    Prior  to  1351,  the  offico  of 
clerk  functionod  "by  virtue  of  the  Constitution  of  1316.  (2)  The 
inception  date  of  this  office  in  Porter  County  ia  183G. 

Tho  clerk  of  tho  circuit  court  also  serves,  by  statutory 
provisions,  as  clerk  of  any  and  all  county  courts  and  as  such  is 
required  to  keep  a  set  of  dockets  and  records  for  the  courts.  (3) 

In  addition  to  his  court  duties,  numerous  other  duties  are 
imp  o  sod  upon  tho  clerk  by  statute.    To  serves  ox  officio  as  regis- 
tration officer  for  tho  county  and  as  a  nombor  of  the  various 
county  election  boards.   (4)     In  discharging  his  election  duties 
he  is  required  to  keop  records  of  all  elections  in  the  county,  (o) 
issue  certificates  of  election  to  successful  candidates,  (6)  and 
act  as  clerk  to  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  circuit  court  to 
make  a  recount  in  contested  elections.  (7) 

Other  important  duties  of  the  clerk  are  the  issuance  of 
marriage  licenses;  (8)  professional  licenses,  such  as  physicians', 

(9)  dontists1,  (10)  and  optometrists';  (11)  hunting,  fishing,  and 
tiapping  licenses;   (12)  business  licenses,  such  as  poultry  dealers' 

(10)  and  junk  dealers';   (14)  and  permits  to  carry  firearms.  (15) 
He  approves  the  bonds  of  county  officers,  (16)  and  approves  and 
files  the  bonds  of  notaries.  (17)    He  is  required  to  keep  a  nurses' 
register  (1:8)  and  a  record  of  firm  and  partnership  certificates,  (19) 

(47) 
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and  ho  also  records  manyllegal  instruments. 

All  records  are  located  in  tho  courthouse. 

(1)  Const.,  art.  6,  sec.  2;  (C)  Acts  1897;  Burns  63-1302. 
3urns  49-2701.  (10)  Acts  1913;  Burns  63-506. 

(2)  Const.,  1816,  art.  5,  sec.  8.  (11)  Acts  1907;  Burns  63-1009". 

(3)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1352;  Burns  (12)  Acts  1927;  Burns  11-302. 
49-2706.  (13)  Acts  1917;  Burns  49-1407. 

(4)  Acts  1933;  Eurns  29-306,  (14)  Acts  1905;  Burns  42-703. 

(5)  Acts  1905;  Burns  29-1404.  (15)  Acts  1925;  Burns  10-4721. 

(6)  Acts  1681;  Bums  29-1501.  (16)  Acts  1852;  Bums  29-105. 

(7)  Acts  1881  spc.  sess.;  (17)  Acts  1852;  Burns  49-3503. 
Bums  29-2103.  (18)  Acts  1905;  Bums  63-903. 

(8)  Acts  1852y  Bums  44-201.  (19)  Acts  1909;  Bums  50-201. 

Elections 

Voters 

21.  NOTICE  OF  INTENTION  TO  HOLD  RESIDENCE,  1890-92. 
1  vol. 

Record  of  persons  intending  to  hold  residence,  showing  dato  of 
notice,  name,  ago,  and  address  of  o lector,  and  nuribor  of  ward  or 
precinct.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  electors.    Ediv.    292  pp. 
12  x  15  x  2.    Clk.  off. 

22.  INTENTION  TO  BECOME  ELECTOR,  1890-92.    1  vol. 
Record  of  notices  to  become  electors,  showing  date  of  notice, 
township,  ward,  and  prooinct.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  electors* 
Hdw.    500  pp.  16  x  12  x  2.    Clk.  vt. 

23.  RECORD  OF  ABSENT  VOTERS,  1918—.     2  vols. 

Record  of  voters  absent  at  timo  of  election,  showing  name  of 
voter,  address,  date  of  application,  date  ballot  wct3  received, 
and  township.    Indexed  alph.  by  namoc  of  townships.    176  pp. 
14  x  7  x  1.    Clk.  vt. 


Clork 

Eloctions  (cohtinuod) 
Re turns 

24.  ELECTIOII  RECORD,  1890—.     2  vols. 

Rocord  of  election  returns  of  cities,  towns,  and  twps.,  showing 
name  of  candidate,  office  to  which  elected,  and  number  of  votes 
received.    Arr.  chron.    Kdw.     600  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Clk.  vt. 

25.  ELECTIONS,  1836—.     71  file  boxes. 

Original  papers  attending  election  returns,  showing  precinct, 
names  of  candidate    and  political  party,  and  number  of  votes 
recoived.    Arr.  chron.    Edw.    4  x  4  x  10.    Clk.  vt. 

Official  Bonds 
(See  also  entry  255) 

County 

26.  GENERAL  BOND  RECORD,  1853—.     7  vols.  (1-5,  and  2  vols, 
not  numbered) . 

Record  of  bonds  required  of  various  county  officials,  both 
elected  and  appointed,  and  bonds  required  by  court  action,  showing 
names  of  principal  and  sureties,  amount,  dates  of  execution.  >. 
arid   of  approval.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of    principals.  Kdw. 
500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Clk.  vt. 

27.  OFFICIAL  BOND  INDEX  RECORD,  188i3-1313.     1  vol. 

Index  to  official  bonds,  showing  name  of  principal  and  sureties, 
kind  of  bond,  amount,  and  book  recorded.    Arr*  alph*  by  names 
or  principals.    L'dw.    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Clk.  vt. 


Clcrl: 


Official  Bonds — County  (continued) 

28.  OFFICIAL  BONDS,  1836—.    17  file  boxes. 

Original  bonds  of  county  officials,  showing  nemo  of  principal 
and  sureties,  amount  of  bond,  and  date  of  execution.    Arri  chron. 
Ildw.    14  x  10  x  4.    Clk.  vt. 

Miscellaneous 

29.  RECORD  OF  CONSTABLE,  JUSTICE,  AND  NOTARY  BONDS,  1369—. 
2  vols.  (1-7). 

Record  o°  bonds  of  constable,  justice  of  peace,  and  notaries, 
showing  names  of  principals  and  sureties,  amount,  date  of 
execution,  and  affidavit  of  acceptance.     Indexed  alph.  by  nanes 
of  principals.     500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.     Clk.  vt. 

30.  NOTARIAL  BONDS,  1878—.    3  vols.  (2-4). 

Record  of  notary  bonds,  shovrinn;  names  of  principals  and  sureties, 
amount  of  bond,  date  of  execution,  and  oath  of  office .  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  principals.    500  pp.  11  x  17  x  3.    Clk.  vt. 

Licenses 

rarriane 

TSee  also  entry  289) 

31.  MARRIAGE  RECORD,  1836—.    48  vols.  (1-48). 

J.ecord  of  applications  and  returns  of  marriages ,  showing  names 
of  male  and  female  parties,  personal  and  family  history,  date  of 
marriage,  and  certificate  of  marriage  by  an  authorized  person. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  parties.     600  pp.  12  x  18  x  3.     Clk.  vt. 


Clork 

Licenses — Marriage  (continued) 

32.  MARRIAGE  APPLICATIONS  AND  RETURNS,  I860—.    25  file  boxo 
Original  marriage  applications  and  returns,  showing  names  of  male 
and  fomale  parties,  personal  and  family  history,  dato  of  marriago, 
and  certificate  of  marriage  by  authorized  person.    Arr.  chron. 

14  x  10  x  4.0-.    Clk.  vt. 

Professional 

33.  RECORD  OF  PHYSICIAN'S  LICENSE,  1885—.    2  vols. 

Record  of  physician's  license,  showing  name  of  physician,  date  of 
issuance,  date  of  diploma,  and  college  attended.    Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  physicians.    200  pp.  10  x  14  x  l|r.    Clk.  vt. 

34.  PHYSICIANS 1  REGISTER,  1881-1913.    1  vol. 

Registor  of  physicians,  showing  name  and  address  of  practicing 
physician,  and  date  of  registration.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
physicians.    100  pp.  18  x  10  x  1.    Clk.  vt. 

35.  DENTIST'S  LICENSE  RECORD,  1899—.    1  vol.  * 

Record  of  licenses  issued  to  dentists,  showing  name  of  dentist, 
school  attended,  qualifications,  and  date  license  issued. 
Indexed  alphi  by  names  of  applicants.    Hdw.    400  pp.  12  x  18  x  2. 
Clk.  vt. 

36.  0PT0I2TRY  LICENSES,  1907—.    1  vol. 

Record  of  applicants  for  optometry  license,  showing  name  and 
address  of  applicant,  and  date  license  is  issued.    Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  applicants.    Hdw.    200  pp.  11  x  14  x  1.    Clk.  vt. 


Clerk 

Licenses — Profess ional  (continued) 

37.  VETERINARY  LICENSES ,  1901-4.    1  vol. 

Record  of  licenses  issued  to  veterinarians,  showing  name  of 
applicant,  collogo,  freeholder's  affidavit,  clerk's  certificate, 
and  date  license  is  issued.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  applicant 
Haw.    190  pp.  18  x  12  x  1.    Clk.  vt. 

Business 

38.  JUNK  DEALERS'  LICENSE,  1905—.     1  vol. 

Rocord  of  junk  dealers*  licenses,  showing  namo  and  address  of 
applicant,  and  date  license  issued.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
applicants.    Hdw.    200  pp.  9  x  14  x  1.    Clk.  vt. 

39.  POULTRY  DEALERS'  LICENSE,  1917—.     2  vols. 

Record  of  applications  to  buy  and  sell  poultry,  showing  name, 
address,  and  place  of  business-,  name  of  applicant,  date  of  appli 
cation,  and  date  license  granted.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
applicants,    Hdw.    200  pp.  9  x  14  x  Clk.  vt. 

40.  DEALER'S  LICENSE  TO  SELL  FIREARMS ,  1925—.     1  vol. 
Record  of  licenses  issued  to  dealers  to  buy  and  sell  firearms, 
showing  name  and  address  of  applicant,  and  date  license  is 
issued.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  dealers.    Hdw.    250  pp.  9  x 
14  x  i.    Clk.  off. 

41.  INPR0VED  STOCK  LICENSE  RECORD,  1889-1914.    1  vol. 
Record  of  improved  stock  licenses,  showing  name  of  owner  of- sire 
license  number,  description  and  pedigree  of  stock,  and  date 
license  is  issued.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  sires.    Hdw.  300 
pp.  12  x  18  x  lj>    Clk.  vt. 


Clork 

Certificate s 

42.  CERTIFICATES  OF  PARTNERSHIP,  1912--.     1  vol. 
Record  of  certificates  of  partnership,  showing  name  and  address 
of  parties,  name  and  location  of  business,  and  date  of  formation. 
Indexed  alph.  "by  names  of  partnerships,     1912-28,  hdw. ;  1920 — , 
typed.    400  pp.  16  x  11  x  2.     Clk.  vti 

43.  REGISTER  OF  INSURANCE  CERTIFICATES,  1876-1920.     2  vols. 
Register  of  certificates  filed  by  insurance  companies,  showing 
names  of  company  and  agent,  date  certificate  filed,  and  remarks. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  companies.    Hdw.    250  pp.  11  x  16  x  1-?;. 
Clk.  vt. 

44.  INSURANCE,  1900-1917.     24  file  boxes. 
Certificotes  of  authority  to  sell  insurance,  showing  names  of 
agent  and  company,  date  filed  and  issued,  and  assets  and  liabilitie 
of  the  company.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    4x4  x  10.    Clk.  vt. 

45.  REGISTER  OF  FIREARM  PEROTS,  1925—.     2  vols. 
Rogister  of  permits  issued  individuals  to  carry  firearms,  showing 
name  and  address  of  applicant,  personal  statistics,  description  and 
number  of  firearm  carried,  and  date  of  permit.    Arr.  chron.  Hdw. 
60  pp.  8  x  10  x  -ir.     Clk.  off. 

46.  PATE1TT  RECORD,  1869-1921.    1  vol. 

Record  of  patents  issued  by  U.  S.  patent  office  to  citizens  of 
county,  showing  date  of  letters,    names  .of  applicant  and 
patent,  and  date  of  filing.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  applicants. 
Hdw.    300  pp.  12  x  18  x  2.     Clk.  vt. 
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47.  REGISTER  OF  TRAINED  ITURSES,.  1906—.     2  vols. 
Register  of  trained  nurses,  showing  name  and  address  of  nurse,  and 
date  of  registration.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  nurses.    Haw.    200  pp. 
11  x  16  x  1.     Clk.  vt. 

48.  RECORD  OF  ESTRAYC,  1836-1920.     2  vols. 

Record  of  stock  estraycd,  showing  date  of  filing,  names  of  finder, 
justice,  and  appraiser;  when  and  where  found,  rmd  description  of 
stocl:.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.     200  pp.  11  x  15  x  2.     Clk.  vt. 

49.  SOLDIERS'  ENROLLMENT  RECORD,  1806-1926.     1  vol. 
Record  of  ex-soldiers  in  county,  showing  name  and  address  of 
veteran,  company,  regiment,  stato,  and  personal  and  family  statistics. 
Indexed  alph/».  by  names  of  veterans.    Hdw.    300  pp.  12  x  16  x  1  3/4.  Clk.vt. 

For  other  military  records,  see  entry  12. 

50.  REGISTER  OF  OFFICERS,  1838-1910.     3  vols.  (2,  2,  2). 
Record  of  county  officers,  showing  names  of  officer  and  surety,  kind 
of  office,  date  of  commission,  date  qualified,  amount  of  bond,  and 
date  of  expiration  of  term.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  officers,  Zldw. 
250  pp.  11  x  16  x  2.     Clk.  vt. 

Receipts  and  Disbursements 

51.  CLERK'S  CASE  BOOK-RECEIPTS,  1878—.    15  vols.  (1-3,  1-7, 
and  5  vols,  not  numbered) . 

Pocord  of  cash  recoivod,  showing  dato,  amount  rocoivod,  name  of 
payor,  and  purpose.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw,    300  pp.  18  x  16  x  2.    Clk.  vt. 
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Receipts  and  Disbursements  (continued) 

52.  REGISTER  OF  DUPLICATE  RECEIPTS,  1932--.     14  vols. 
Record  of  duplicate  receipts  for  cash  received,  showing  date, 
amount,  name  of  payer,  and  nature  of  payment.    Arr.  chron.  Hdv/-. 
500  pp.  11  x  17  x  2.    Clk.  vt. 

53.  CASH  BOOK  OF  DISBURSEMENTS,  1912-31*    3  vols.  (1-3). 
Record  of  disbursements,  showing  date,  check  number,  names  of  de- 
pository and  payer,  amount,  and  fund  charged.    Arr.  chron.  Edw. 
300  pp.  16  x  12  x  2.    Cllc.  vt. 


IV.    PROSECUTING  ATTORNEY 


The  prosecuting  attorney  is  a  constitutional  officer,  elected 
in  each  judicial  circuit  for  a  term  of  two  years,  (l)    He  is  re- 
quired to  post  bond  to  be  approved  by  the  judge  of  the  cirouit 
court  and  filed  with  the  clerk.  (2) 

The  office  of  prosecuting  attorney  was  created  by  a  legislative 
act  in  1831.    A  prosecuting  attorney  for  each  judicial  circuit  was 
chosen  by  a  joint  ballot  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives. 
The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Porter  County  is  1836. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  prosecuting  attorney  to  inquire  into  the 
commission  of  any  felony  or  misdemeanor  received  on  information.  (4) 
He  conducts  all  prosecutions  for  felonies  and  misdemeanors  in 
Porter  County,  all  suits  on  forfeited  recognizances,  resists 
applications  for  changing  names,  protects  interests  of  all  persons 
of  unsound  mind,  superintends  on  behalf  of  the  county  any  of  its 
trust  funds,  and  defends  all  suits  in  which  the  same  may  be 
interested.  (5) 

The  prosecuting  attorney  may  take  acknowledgments  to  deeds  or 
other  instruments  in  writing,  administer  oaths,  protest  notes  and 
checks,  take  depositions  of  witnesses,  and  perform  any  duty  now  con- 
ferred on  a  notary  public.  (6) 


(1)  Const.,  art.  7,  sec.  11 j 
2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-2501. 

(2)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-2502. 

(3)  Rev.  Laws  1831,  ch.  10, 
sec.  1. 


(4)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-2503. 

(5)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-2504. 

(6)  Acts  1919;  Burns  49-2507. 

(56) 


No  records  could  be  found. 


V.     CIRCUIT  COURT 


The  circuit  court  was  created  by  the  Constitution  of  1316, 
and  re-created  by  the  Constitution  of  1851.  (l)    The  judge  of 
tho  circuit  court  is  elected  by  the  people  of  the  circuit  and 
serves  for  a  torm  of  six  years.  (2)    The  inception  date  of  this 
office  in  Porter  County  is  1336,  the  organization  date  of  the 
county.    The  sixty-seventh  circuit  comprises  Porter  County. 

The  court  has  general  local  jurisdiction  of  law,  equity,  and 
criminal  cases,  and  actions  for  divorce.    It  has  originel  juris- 
diction of  the  settlement  of  decedent's  estates  and  guardianships 
and  all  other  causes,  matters,  and  proceedings.    It  has  such 
appellate  jurisdiction  as  may  bo  oonforred  by  lav/.  (3) 

All  the  records  are  located  in  the  courthouse. 


(1)  Const.,  art.  7,  sec.  1.  (3)  Acts  1881;  Burns  4-303. 

(2)  Const.,  art.  7,  sec.  9. 


Change  of  Venue 
(Seo  also  entry  205) 

54.    CHANGE  OF  VENUE  RECORD,  1895-1921.    1  vol. 
Record  of  change  of  venue,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant, 
and  jurors,  court  from  which  venued,  date  filed,  trial  date, 
expense  of  jury,  and  proceedings  of  the  court.    Indexed  alp];,  by 
na-r.cs  of  plaintiffs.    Hdw.    293  pp.  12  x  18  x  2  3/4.    Oil:,  vt. 


(57) 


circuit  Cour-c 


5G 


Civil  ana  Criminal  Can sua 
(bo©  also  entries  118,  Ia5-138) 

55.  DISPOSED  OF  CASES,  CIVIL,  1911—.    476  files. 
Original  papors  of  disposed  court  oases  in  all  courts,  snowing  case 
number,  names  of  plaintiff,  defondant,  and  attorney,  date  of  filing, 
and  date  of  disposition.    Arr.  cnron.    14  x  10  x  4v>.    Clk.  vt. 

For  prior  rocords,  see  entry  56* 

56.  DISPOSED  OF  CIVIL  CASES,  1836-1911,    808  file  boxes. 
Original  papors  of  court  casos,  shoving  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  attorney,  nature  of  aotion,  date  filed,  and  disposition, 
Arr.  onron.    4  x  4  x  10.    Oik.  vt. 

57.  DISPOSED  OF  CASES,  CRIHIIAL,  1885—.    10  file  boxes. 
Original  papers  of  criminal  casos  disposed  of,  shov.-ing  manes  of 
defendant  and  attorney,  nature  of  charge,  and  date  of  disposition. 
Arr.  onron.    14  x  10  x  4-J-.    ^lk.  vt. 

58.  AFFIDAVIT  AMD  IMPORTATION  RECORD,  1891—.    £  vols. 
(1-3, and  2  vols.. not  numbered). 

Record  of  affidavits,  and  information  used  in  indictments,  and  trial 
of  criminal  cases,  showing  names  of  defendant  and  affiant,  nature 
of  chargo,  dates  of  affidavits  and  certification  by  prosecuting 
attorney.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  affiants  or  defendants.  1891- 
99,  ndw.;  1899—,  typed.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    CUc.  vt. 

59.  INDICTiaENT  RECORD,  1848 — .    8  vols.  (l-4,  and  4  vols,  not 

numbered) # 

Rocord  of  indictments  renderod  by  grand  jury,  shovring  names  of 
defendant  end  "witnesses,  nature  of  cnarge,  evidonoe  proscntcd. 


Circuit  Court 


Civil  and  Criminal  Causes  (continuod) 

date  filed.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  defendants •    H&w.    588  pp. 
12  x  16  x  3.     Clk.  vti 

60.  RECOGNIZANCE  BONDS,  1884—,    4  vols.  (l-d). 

Record  of  bonds  given  in  appearances  and  appeals,  showing  nane^of 
principal  and  surety,  amount  of  bond,  nature  of  charge,  and  date 
of  approval.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  principals.  Hdw,    600  pp. 
12  x  18  x  3.     Clk.  vt. 

61,  RECORD  OF  INSANE,  1848—.    6  vols.  (3-6,  end  2  vols,  not 
numbered). 

Record  of  applications  for  commitm-eit  to  asylum,  showing  name  of 
patient,  family  history,  statements  of  medicial  attendant  and 
examiner,  affidavit  of  justice  of  peace,  and  order  for  arrest  and 
commitment.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of •  p  atiente.  •  Hdw  500  pp,  18  x 
12  x  3.    Clk.  vt. 

62,  INSANE,  1875—.    16  steel  file  boxes. 

Criminal  papers  pertaining  to  insanity  cases,  showing  name  of 
patient,  statement  of  justices,  examiner  and  witnesses,  date  of 
commitment  to  institution,  and  sheriff's  return,    Arr.  chron, 
4  x  4  x  10.     Clk.  vt. 

63.  NAIURALIZAT I  OK  RECORD,  1336—,    23  vols. 

Record  of  naturalization  of  foreign  born  desiring  to  become  citizen 
sheaving  name  and  nativity  of  applicant,  date  of  immigration, 
declaration,  oath^and  final  certificate    Indoxed  alph.  by  names 
of  applicants,    Hdw.    400  pp.  11  x  15  x  2.    Clk.  off. 


Circuit  Court 


CO 


Civil  and  Criminal  Causos  ( continue a) 

64.  NATURALI &AT  I  ON  PAPERS,  1872—.    4  file  boxes. 
Original  first  papers  in  naturalization  proceedings,  snowing  date, 
name  and  nativity  of  applicant, date  of  immigration,  and  aato  of 
petition.    Arr.  enron.    4  x  4  x  10.  vt. 

65.  RECORD  OF  RECEIVERSHIPS,  1912-28.    1  vol. 

Record  of  firms  in  receivership,  snowing  name  of  concern,  financial 
reports  of  assets. and  liabilities,  reports  to  creditors,  ana 
soneaule  of  percentages  on  pro  rated  snares.    Indexed  alpn.  by  names 
of  ooncerns.    Mdw.    460  pp.  12  x  18  x  2^.    Clk.  vt. 

66.  TRANSCRIPTS,  1836—.    16  file  boxes. 

Transcripts  of  court  actioro  taken  from  otner  oourts,  snov.lng  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant  and  attorney,  kind  of  action,  date  filed, 
and  disposition  by  court.    Arr.  onron.    4  x  10  x  14.    Clk.  vt. 

67.  RECORD  OF  COURT  ALLOWANCES,  1867—.    25  file  boxes. 
Original  claims  and  allowances  filed  vritn  courts,  snowing  date, 
name  of  claimant,  and  amount  and  nature  of  claim.    Arr.  onron.    14  x 
10  x          Clk.  vt. 

^ourt  Proceedings 

(See  also  entries  119-123, 139-146) 

68.  ENTRY,  ISSUE  DOCKET  AND  FEE  BOOK^  191o— .    33  vols.  (l-33). 
Record  of  cases  filed,  court  issues,  and  feos  cnarged,  snowing  case 
number,  nature  of  action,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  date  of 
process,  date  of  judgment,  and  rooeipt.    Arr.  enron.    lidw.    500  pp. 

13  x  la  x  2. 

For  prior  records,  see  entries  69,70,  161-162,  and  16o. 
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Civil  and  Criminal  Causes— 'Court  Rroc codings  (continued) 

69.  ENTRY  DOCKET,  CIRCUIT  COURT,  1874-1913.    6  vols.  (1-3,  end 
5-7).    Vol..  4L»  1889-94,  missing. 

Record  of  cases  entored  for  trial,  showing  case.no.,  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorney,  and  dates  of  process  and s judgment. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants.    Hdw.    590  pp. 
16  x  18  x  3. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  60. 

70.  ISSUE  DOCKET,  1854-97.    7  vols.  (A-G). 

Record  of  court  issues,  showing  name* of  plaintiff ,  defendant,  and 
attorney,  kind  of  action,  proceedings  of  court,  and  date  of  filing. 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entries  68--ond  69. 

71.  COURT  DOCKET,  1869—.    35  vols. 

Record  of  civil  cases  filed  for  action,  showing  case  no.,  names 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  date  filed,  and  court 
proceedings.     Indexed  alph.  by  nanes  of  plaintiffs.    Hdw.  600 
pp.    12  x  14  x  3-i-.    °lk.  vt. 

72.  JUDGES  COURT  DOCKET,  CRILIIKAL,  1894—.    4  vols. 
Record  of  criminal  cases,  showing  case  no.,  names  of  defendant,. 

and  attorneys,  nature  of  charge,  end  proceedings  of  court.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  defendants.    Hdw.    150  pp.  12  x  18  x  1. 
For  prior  records,  sco  entry  71. 


Circuit  Court  §2 
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73.  DITCH  RECORD,  1928-S4.    1  vol.  (2). 

Rocora  of  petitions  for  drainage  ditcnes,  snowing  dato^  and  names 
of  ditcn,  petitioner,  commissioners,  and  property  holders  benefited, 
Indexed  ali.n.  by  nones  of  ditcnes.    Typed.    400  pp.  12  x  18  x  3. 
Clk.  vt. 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  74. 

74.  CIVIL  ORDER  BOCK,  1836—,    77  vols.  (A-Z,l-5l). 

Complete  record  of  court  orders,  showing  date,  tern  of  court,  names 
of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  cause  no.,  and  orders  of  court. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs.    1336-08,  hdw.;  1398—, 
typed.     300  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Clk.  vt. 

75.  CRI1IITAL  ORDER  BOOK,  CIRCUIT  COURT,  1877—.    7  vols. 
(A-G). 

Minutes  and  proceedings  of  cases  in  criminal  action,     showing  nemos 
of  defendant  and  attorney,  and  nature  of  charge.    Indexed  alph. 
by  narr.es  cf  defendants.    Hdw.    600  pp.  12  x  18  x  3.    KB:,  vt. 

76.  TRARSCRIPT  ORDER  BOOK,  1884—.    4  vols.  (2-5).    Vol.  1, 

prior  to  1884,  missing. 
Record  of  transcripts  of  cases  from  foreign  courts,  showing  names 
of  plaintiff , and  defendant,  nature  of  action,  date  of  filing,  and 
proceedings,    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs.  1334-1904, 
hdw.;  190'!—,  typed.     500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.     Clk.  vb. 


Circuit  Court 


Civil  and  Criminal  CauseG—  Court  Proceedings  (continued) 

77.  VACATION  ORDER  BOOK,  1907-33.    1  vol. 

Record  of  vacated  court  oases,  snowing  names  of  plaintiff  and 
defendant,  nature  of  aotion,  and  date  of  filing.    Arr.  alpn.  by 
names  of  plaintiffs.    Typed.    300  pp#  16  x  12  x  2.    Ci^.  vt. 

78.  JUDGMENT  DOCKET,  1838—.    21  vols.  (A-U)*# 
Record  of  judgments  rendered  by  court,  snowing  date,  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorney,  amount  of  judgment,  and  receipt 
by  clerk.    Indexed  alpn.  by  names  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants, 
iidw.    350  pp.  12  x  15  x  3.    ^lk.  vt. 

79.  JUDGMENT  DOCKET,  1877-81.    1  vol.  (B). 

Record  of  all  judgments  ordered  in  court,  showing  names  of 
administrator,  payee,  and  estate,  date  of  allowance,  amount,  credit 
and  payment  ,  and  reoeipt;  of  satisfaction.    Indexed  alpn.  by 
names  of  estates.    Hdw.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Clk#  vt. 
For  prior  records,  see  entry  122. 

80.  COMPLETE  RECORD,  1836-1916.    13  vols.  (A-M). 

Minutes  and  proceedings  of  oases  filed,  snowing  names  of  plaintiff  and 
defendant,  nature  of  action,  and  final  decree  of  oourt.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs.    1836-1900,  ndw.;  1900-1916,  typou. 
600  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Clk.  vt. 

■Eocacutions 

(See  also  entries  124-125,147-148,189) 

81.  PRAECIPE  BOOK,  1861—.    8  vols. 

Record  of  judgments  to  be  collected  by  oourt  orders,  snowing  amounts 
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Civil  and  Criminal  C  au  z  o  g  -  -  E  x  c  c  u  t  i  o  n  s  (continued) 

of  judgment    and  interest,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
court  tern,  and  date  issued.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    380  pp.  12  x  18 
x  2.    Clk.  vt. 

82.    EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1837-1931,    17  vols.  (l-3,A,C-0)# 

Record  of  writs  issued  by  court,  showing  date  of  issue,  case  no., 
nanes  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  ar.iount  of  judgment  and  costs, 
and  record  of  officers  returns.    Indoxed  alph.  by  names  of 
plaintiffs.    Hdw.    300  pp.  12  x  18  x  3.  Clk.  vt. 

33.    EXECUTIONS  AND  ORDERS  OF  SALE,  1836—.    75  file  boxes. 
Original  executions  and  orders  of  sale  issued  by  court,  showing 
name  of  property  owner,  description  of  property'-  levied  on,  date 
of  execution,  and  amount  of  fees.    Arr.  chron.    Hdvr.    14  x  10  x 
4-o-.     Clk.  vt. 

84.    LIS  PEI1DE1\TS,  1877—.    1  vol.      Subtitled; Sheriff ' s 
Notices  of  Complaints, 
^ecord  of  complaints  filed  to  enforce  sale  of  property,  showing 
nane^of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  description  of  property,  causoof 
action,  and  date  of  notice.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  defendants. 
Hdw.    £00  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Clk.  vt. 

35.    LIS  PENDENS,    1882—.    1  vol.    Subtitled?    Sheriff  notice 
of  Attachment. 

Record  of  notices  of  attachment  on  property  to  satisfy  judgments, 
showing  names  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants, date,  and  description 
of  property  involved.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  defendants.  Hdw, 
550  pp.  12  x  18  x  3.    Clk.  vt. 
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Civil  arid  Criminal  Causes — Executions  (continuod) 

86;    LIS  PENDEHS,  1881—,    3  vols.  (l-3>.    Subtitled:  Sheriff's 
Certificates, 

Record  of  certificates  of  sole,  showing  date,  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  buyer,  amount  of  judgment  and  costs,  description 
of  property,  and  date  of  sale.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs 
and  defendants.    Hdw.    575  pp.  12  x  10  x  3.    Cllc.  vt. 

07.    LIS  PEHDEKS',  1002—.    1  vol.    Subtitled:  -  Certificates 

of  Redemption.  , 
Record  cf  certificates  issued  by  court  for  redemption  of  property 
sold  by  court  order,  showing  names  of  owner,  and  purchasor,  amount, 
description  of  property,  and  date  and  amount  of  redemption.  Indexed 
alph,  by  names  of  defendants.    Hdw.    550  pp.  12  x  10  x  3.  ^k. 
vt. 

50.    SUPPORT  DOCKET,  1915—.    2  vols.  (l-2). 
Record  of  money  paid  for  support,  showing  names  of  plaintiffs 
and  defendants,  court  orders  payable,  amount,  date  received,  and 
amount  disbursed.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs,  Rdw. 
375  pp.  11  x  16  x  2,     Clk.  vt. 

,  Probate  Causes  N 

(See  also  entries  126-122,  149-155) 

00.    PROBATE  PAPERS,  1037-1911.    170  file  boxes. 
Original  papers  filed  in  probate  cases,  showing  names  of  estate, 
guardian,  and  ward,  case  no.,  date,    disposition  of  property,  and 
final  acceptance  by  court.    Arr.  cliron.    4  x  4  x  10.    Clk,  vt. 
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SO.    WILL  RECORD,  1840--.    3  vols.  (A-ll). 

Record  of  certified  copies  of  wills  filed  for  action,  showing 
names  of  testator,    ■  beneficiaries,  and  witnesses,  and  date  of 
execution.    Indexed  alph.  by  nanes  of  testators.  400  pp.  18  x  12 
x  3.     Clk.  vt. 

91.  WILLS,  1876—.    17  file  boxes. 

Original  and  certified  copies  of  'wills  filod  for  probate,  showing 
date,  names  of  testator,  witnesses,  and  heirs,  amount  of  bequests, 
and  description  of  property.    Arr.  ohron.    4  x  10  x  14.    Clk.  vt. 
For  prior  rocords,  see  entry  89. 

92.  ADMINISTRATOR'S  RECORD,  CIRCUIT  COURT,  1850—.    7  vols. 

•(A-c-)*. 

Record  of  administrators,  shoving  names  of  estate,  administrator, 
and  surety,  application  for  letters  of  administration,  amount  of 
bond,  date  of  execution,  and  date  letters  granted.    Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  estates.    Hdw.    300  pp.  12  x  18  x  2  3/4.    Clk.  vt. 

93.  ADLIRISTRATOR ' S  AI7D  EXECUTOR'S  REPORT  RECORD,  1871—. 
11  vols.  (1-11 ). 

Record  of  reports  by  administrators  •  and  executors,-  showing 
nones  of  estates,  and  administrator,  nature  of  report,  and  date. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  estatos.  Hdw.    560  pp.  12  x  18  X*  3. 
Clk.  vt. 
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9-1.    GUARDIAN 1 S  OATHS,  BONDS,  AND  LETTERS,  1871—.    4  vols. 
(B-E). 

uecord  of  letters  filed  and  bondi posted  with  court  to  qualify  as 
guardians^  showing  names  of  guardian,  vfardB^  estate,  and  surety, 
amount  of  surety,  date  of  letters,  and  affidavit  of  clerk.  Indexed 
alph.  by  n8mes  of  guardians  or  estates,    Hdw.    500  pp#  18  x  12  x  3; 
Clk.  vt. 

95.    GUARDIAN'S  REPORT  RECORD,  1871—.    8  vols.  (A>,l-7). 
Record  of  guardians  report  to  the  court  as  to  conditions  of  estates 
and  wards  under  jurisdiction  of  court,  showing  names  of  guardian, 
estate,  end  wards,  and  date  filed.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
guardians.    1871-1904,  hdw.;  1904—,  typed.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 
Clk.  vt. 

9G.    ADMINISTRATORS  AND  EXECUTORS  BONDS  TO  SELL  REAL  ESTATE, 
1905—.    2  vols. 

Record  of  additional  bordsposted  by  administrators .  and  executors 
of  estates  for  sale  of  real  estate,  showing  names  of  principal  and 
surety,  amount  of  bond,  and  date  of  execution.     Indexed  alph.  by 
names  of  principals.  Hdw.    400  pp.  17  x  11  x  2.    Clk,  vt. 

97.     INVENTORY  OF  DECEDENTS  ESTATE*,  1855—.    8  vols.  (A-Il), 
Record  of  inventory  of  property  of  decedents,  shov/ing  description 
of  property,  value,  name  of  estate,  list  of  proporty  bequeathed  to 
widow,,  and  heirs,  and  amount  of  estate-..    Arr.  alph.  by  nar.ics  of 
estates.    Hdw.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Clk.  vt. 
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90.    GUARDIANS  INVENTORY,  1062-1931  •    2  vols.  (2,  and  1  vol. 
not  numbered). 

Record  of  inventor;,-'  lists  of  property  in  settlement  of  estates, 
showing  name  of  deceased,  description  and  appraised  value  of  pro- 
perty, end  affidavit  of  guardian.    Indexed  alph.  "by  nen.es  of 
guardians f    Hdw.    300  pp.  12  x  16  x  2  3/4,    Clk.  vt. 

99.  INVENTORY  0?  REAL  ESTATE,  PROBATE  ACTION,  2  vols.  (A-B) . 
Record  of  real  estate  inventories  reported  by  administrators, 
showing  description  of  property,  value,  date  of  inventory,  and 
name  of  estate.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  estates.    Hdw,    560  pp. 
12  x  10  x  2-J-.    Cik,  vt. 

100.  PARTITION  RECORD,  1854-1914.    1  vol. 

Minutes  and  proceedings  on  suits  for  partition  or    division  of 
real  estate,  showing  names  of  estate,  and  petitioner,  description 
of  property,  and  final  action  of  court.    Indexed  alph.  by  names 
of  petitioners.    1654-97,  hdw,;  1697-1914,  typed.    600  pp. 
18  x  12  x  3, 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  74, 

Proceedings  in  Probate  Causes 

(See  also  entries  130-132,  155-159) 

101.  GENERAL  ENTRY,  CLAIM  AND  AliOWANCE  DOCKET,  1675—. 
12  vols.  (1-12). 

Record  of  claims  filed  against  cases  for  expenses,  showing  name 
of  claimant,  amount  of  claim,  date  and  amount  of  allowance,  and 
proceedings  of  court.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    550  pp.  12  x  10  x  3.  Clk. 
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Probate  Causes — Proceedings  in  Probcte  Causes  (continued) 

102.  ESTATE  DOCKET,  1901—.    7  vols. 

Rocord  of  estates,  showing  case  no.,  nar.ies  of  estate,  attorney, 
administrator,  and  executor,  report  of  oondition  of  estates, 
and  proceedings  of  court.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  estates.  Hdw. 
200  pp.  10  x  14  x  5.    clk.  vt. 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  69. 

103.  GUARDIAN* S  DOCKET,  1867—.    1  vol:.*    1856-65,  missing. 
Record  of  guardianship  cases,  showing  names  of  guardian,  ward,  and 
surety,  age  of  ward,  date  of  letters,  and  date  of  settlement. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  wards.    Kdw.    450  pp.  12  x  16  x  4.  Clk. 
vt. 

104.  PROBATE  ORDER  BOOK,  CIRCUIT  COURT,  1873—.    19  vols, 
(C-u). 

P.ecord  of  probate  cases,  showing  names  of  estate  and  administrator, 
nature  cf  action,  date  of  filing,  and  minutes  and  proceedings  of 
court.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  estates.    Hdw.    570  pp.  12  x  18 
x  3.    Clk.  vt. 

For  Tjrior  records,  sec  entry  105  and  131  • 

105.  ORDER  BOOK,  (PROBATE  COURT),  1836-52.    2  vols.  (A-B). 
Kinutes  and  proceedings  of  court,  showing  names  of  administrators 
and  estates,  nature  of  action,  and  date  of  filing.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  estates.    Hdw.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Glk.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  sec  entries  101  and  106. 
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Probate  Causor, —  Proceedings  in  Probate  Causes  (continuod) 

106.  COI.PLETE  RECORD,  PROBATE  ACT  I  Oil  IH  CIRCUIT  COURT,  1G3C-- 
1906.    4  vols.  U-D). 

Record  of  probate  action,  showing  names  of  estate,  administrator, 
and  heir,  court  proceedings  and  minutes,  and  final  decree  of  court, 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  estates.    1838-06,  hdw.;  1896-1906, 
typed.    600  pp.  12  x  18  x  3.     Clk.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  104. 

Juvenile  Causes  (Juvenile  Referee) 

107.  juvenile,  1920—.  2  me  boxes. 

Original  papers  in  juvenile  casos,  showing  names  of  juvenile  and 
guardian,  nature  of  charge,  date,  and  disposition  of  court.  Arr. 
chron.    4  x  10  x  14.    Clk.  vt. 

Proceedings  in  Juvenile  Causes 

108.  JUVENILE  DOCKET,  1950—.    2  vols.  (2,  and  1  vol.  not 
numbered). 

Record  of  offenses  committed  by  minors,  showing  name  of  minor, 
kind  of  action,  minutes  of  court,  case  no,,  and  disposition 
made.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  minors.    Hdvr.    200  pp.  16  x  11  x  2 
Clk,  vt. 

109.  ORDER  BOCK,  JUVENILE  COURT,  1909—.     2  vols.  (1-2). 
Record  of  juvenile  cases,  shovring  name  of  defendant,  nature  of 
action,  date  of  filing,  minutes,  and  court  proceedings.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  defendants,    1909-29,  hdw.;  1929—,  typed.  300 
pp.  11  x  15  x  2.    Clk,  vt. 
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Fee  and  Cash  Records 

110.  CASH  BOOK  (COMBINED  CIRCUIT  A1ID  SUPERIOR  COURTS ) ,  1932— # 
2  vol a.  (1-2). 

Rocord  of  funds  paid  through  court,  showing  case  no.,  date,  namos 
of  payor  and  payoo,  kind  of  foe,  and  amount,    Arr.  chron.  Hdw. 
400  pp.  12  xl5  x  2.    Clk.  vt. 

111.  REGISTER  OF  FEES  AND  FUNDS  HELD  III  TRUST,  1002—.  2 
vols.  (l-2). 

Register  of  fees  and  funds  held  in  trust,  showing  nameoof  payer  and 
payee,  case  no.,  and  type  of  cause.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
payers.    Edw.    600  pp.  12  x  13  x  3.     Clk.  yt. 

112.  REGISTER  OF  WITNESS  FEES,  CIRCUIT  COURT,  1872-1914. 
2  vols.  (A-3). 

Record  of  foes  allowed  witnesses,  showing  name  of  witness,  case  no., 
amount  of  feo,  and  claim  no.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  witnesses. 
Hdw.     300  pp.  18  x  12  x  2.    Clk.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  68. 

113.  FEE  BOOK,  STATE  CASES,  CIRCUIT  COURT,  1879— .     5  vols. 
(1-5). 

Record  of  fees  collected,  showing  date,  nature  of  case,  amount  of 
fees,  and  receipts.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    580  pp.  12  x  13  x  3. 
Clk.  vt. 

114.  FEE  BOOKS,  CIRCUIT  COURT,  1836-1912.    30  vols.  (A-Z,  and 
4  vols,  not  numbered). 

Record  of  fees,  she/zing  nanecof  plaintiff  ,  and  defendant,  ccctc,  and 
amount  of  fee.    Indexed  alph*  by  nrmes  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants. 
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Hdw.    500  pp.  11  x  1G  x  2.     Clk.  vb. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  CO. 

115.  GUARDIANSHIP  FEE  BOOK,  CIRCUIT  COURT,  1902-1912.    1  vol. 
(E). 

Record  of  fees  on  guardianship  cases,  showing  date,  name  of 
guardian,  nature  of  fee,  amount,  and  case  no.    Arr.  chron.  Kdw. 
500  pp.  IS  x  12  x  3.    Clk.  vt. 

For  prior  records,  sco  entry  116;  for  subsequent  roccrds,  see 
entry  68. 

116.  FEE  BOOK  PROBATE,  1802-1912.    3  vols.  (C-E). 

Record  of  fees  in  probate  cases,  showing  date,  names  of'estate  or 
guardianship  and  payer,  and  amount  of  fee  and  cost.  Arr.  chron. 
Kdw.    500  pp.  13.x  12  x  3.    Clk.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  68;  for  pridr  records, see 
entry  134. 

117.  FES  BOOK,  PROBATE  COURT,  183C-51.  „1  vol.-  ► 
Record  of  fees  in  court  actions,  showing  date,  none  of  payee, 
cause,  and  amount.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    200  pp.  8.x  12  x  2.    Cl!c.  vt 


VI,    COMMON  PLEAS  COURT 


The  common  pleas  court  was  established  by  an  act  of  1852, 
effective  in  Porter  County  in  1853.    The  jvidge  was  elected  for  a 
term  of  four  years,  (l) 

The  court  had  juridiction  in  matters  relating  to  probate  of 
wills;  appointments  of  guardians  for  persons  of  unsound  mind  and 
other  disabilities;  in  matters  relating  to  executors  end  adminis- 
trators; (2)  in  civil  matters  ranging  from  fifty  to  one  thousand 
dollars,  except  in  cases  of  slander,  libel,  breach  of  marriage 
contract,  and  an  action  on  an  official  bond,  or  where  the  title 
of  real  estate  was  in  issue;  (3)  and  criminal  jurisdiction  in 
cases  which  were  not  felonies,  except  those  triable  by  the  justice 
of  the  peace.  (4) 

At  the  time  of  the  creation  of  this  court,  cases  pending  which 
came  under  the  new  jurisdiction,  were  transferred  fron  the  circuit 
court  to  the  common  pleas  court.    Because  of  the  inadequacies  of 
this  court,  it  was  abolished  in  1873  and  the  jurisdiction  was 
transferred  to  the  circuit  court*    Pending  cases  continued  to  be 
entered  in  common  pleas  records  until  completion  of  the  suits,  (5) 

All  the  records  are  located  in  the  olork'a  vault  in  tho  court- 
house, and  are,  with  other  court  records,  in  the  cus  tody  of  the 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court, 

(1)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  pt.  1,  (4)  2    Rev.  Stat.  1852,  pt.  1. 
chf  8,  sec.  1.  ch.  8,  sec,  14, 

(2)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  pt.  1,  (5)  Acts  1873,  ch.  29,  sec.  80. 
ch.  8,  sec.  4. 

(3)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  pt.  1, 
ch.  8,  sec.  11, 


(73) 


■ 


Common  Gloria  Court 


74 


Civil  and  Criminal  Cq.uso3 
(Sec  also  entries  55-67,  135,  158) 

113.    DISPOSED  0?  CASES,  1353-73.    149  file  boxes. 
Original  papers  of  disposed  cases,  showing  case  no.,  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  nature  of  causo,  data  of 
filing,  and  date  of  disposition.    Arr.  chron.    4  x  4  x  10. 

Court  Proceedings 

(see  entries  68-30,139-146) 

119.  ISSUE  DOCKET- COHKDH  PLEAS  COURT*  1853-73.    2  vols.  (A-B). 
Record  of  court  oases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  attor- 
neys, and  witnesses,  case  no.,  proceedings,  and  cause.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  defendants.    Hdw.    500  pp.  12  x  18  x  3. 

120.  BENCH  DOCKET,  1353-61.    1  vols.  (A). 

Accord  of  cases  filed,  showing  date,  case  no.,  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant  and  attorneys,  cause,  and  proceedings.    Arr.  chron.  Hdw. 
150  pp.  12  x  18  x  1. 

121.  CIVIL  ORDER  DOCK,  1853-72.     8  vols.  (A-H). 

Record  of  orders  issued,  and  proceedings  of'court,  showing  names  of 
plaintiffs  and  defendants,  cause,  date  filed,  and  disposition  of 
case.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs.    Hdw.    500  pp.  13  x 
12  x  3. 

122.  JuDG:.E::T  D0CKET-C0J.K0N  FLEAS  COURT,  1855-73.    4  vols. 
(A-D). 

Record  of  judgments  rendered  by  court,  showing  dote,  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys";  amount  of  judgment,  and  clerk's 
receipt.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants.  Hdw« 
350  pp.  12  x  15  x  3. 
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123.  C0I.PLETE  RECORD,  1053-73.    1  vol.  (A)# 

Accord  of  cases  filed,  snowing  nor.es  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
oauso,  minutes,  proceedings,  and  final  action.  Indoxod  alph.  by 
nainos  of  plaintiffs.    Hdw.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

Executions 

(See  also  entries  81-88,  147-143,  109) 

124.  PRECIPE  BOOK,  1067-72.    1  vol. 

Record  of  attorney's  orders  to  clerk  to  furnisn  transcripts  of 

legal  papors,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys;  date 

filed    and  completed,  term  of  court,  and  amount  of  judgment. 

Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    G50  pp.  12  x  17  x  2. 

125.  EXECUTIOIT  DOCKET*  1853-75.    5  vols.  (A,  2-3, D-E). 
Record  of-  executions  on  court  judgments,  showing  date  cf  issuance, 
names  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants,  amount  of  judgment,  kind  of 
writ,  cost,  and  officer's  return.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
plaintiffs.    Hdw.    500  pp.  13  x  12  x  3. 

Probate  Causes 
(See  also  entries  89-100,  149-155) 

126.  ADMINISTRATOR'S  EOlDS,  OATHS,  A1ID  LETTERS,  1852.    1  vol. 
Record  of  bonds  posted  by  administrator,  showing  names  of  administra- 
or  and  sureties,  amount  of  bond,  and  date  of  execution.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  administrators.    Ildw.    600  pp.  12  x  13  x  2>r# 

127.  GUARDIANS  30EDS,  OATHS,  AltD  LETTERS,  1854-74.    1  vol.  (A), 
-cccrd  of  letter^  filed  and  bonds  posted  by  guardianr, ,  snowing  names 

of  guardians,  v;ards  and  sureties,  omount,  date  of  execution,  and  date 
of  letters.     Indexed  alph.  by  ncmes  of  guardians  or  estates.    Hdw,  500 
pp.  13  x  12  x  3. 


Cotti&on  Ploas  Court 


Probate  Causes  (continued 

123.    INVENTORY  RECORD,  PROBATE,  C01KCE  PLZAC  COURT,  1352-75. 

1  vol.  (A). 

Record  of  inventory  of  estates,  shov/ing  description  and  value  of 
estate,  property  bequoathod,  affidavit  of  administrator,  dato  of 
inventory,  and  names  cf  administrator  and  estate.  Indexed  alph. 
by  nones  of  estates.    Hdw.    690  pp.  12  x  18  x  3. 

129.  SALES  OF  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  CF  DECEDENTS,  1352-1927. 

2  vols.  (A-3). 

Record  of  sale  of  pcrsonol  property  of  decedents,  sirowing  descript 
ion,  number  of  orticlos  on  inventory,  appraised  value,  selling 
price,  cash  received,  and  names  of  purchasers,  sureties,  and 
decedents.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  estates.    Hdw,    500  pp.  13  x 
12  x  3. 

Proceedings  in  Prob at e  Causes 

(See  also  entries  101-106,  156-159). 

130.  APPEARANCE  DOCKET,  PROBATE,  COI&30N  PLRAS  COURT,  1853-81 
2  vols.  (A-B). 

Record  of  persons  summoned  to  appear  in  court  actions,  showing 
date,  names  of  administrator,  estate,  claimants,  -and  attorneys; 
report  of  administrator,  and  amount  of  claim.    Indexed  alph.  by 
names  of    estates.    H&vt#    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  2. 

151.     ORDER  BOCK,  PROBATE,  COL&ON  PLEAS  COURT,  1853-73. 
2  vols.  (A-3). 

Record  cf  probate  actions,  shov/ing  names  of  estates,  administrator 


Common  Picas  Court 


Probate  Causos — Proceedings  in  Probate  Causes  (continued.) 

and  heirs;  nature  of  action,  date  of  filing  minutes,  and  pro- 
ceedings.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  estates,    Hdw.    500  pp.  18  x 
12  x  3, 

132.  JUDGKEKT  DOCKET  OR  DOCKET  OF  ALLOWANCE,  PROBATE-C OHLDII 
PLEAS  COURT,  1353-77.    1  vol. 

Record  of  all  judgments  allowed  in  court,  showing  names  of  adminis-  - 
trator,  estate,  attorney  and  claimants,  date  of  judgment  or 
allowance,  amount,  credits,  payments,  and  receipts  of  satisfactions. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  estates.    Hdw.     500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

Fee  Books 

133.  FEE  BOOK,  CIVIL,  COILOII  PLEAS  COURT,  1853-79.    6  vols. 
(A-B,C,C,  D-E). 

Record  of  fees  from  civil  action,  showing  date,  nature  of  fees, 
amount,  na*aes  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  and  receipts.  Indexed 
alph.  by  nanes  of  plaintiffs.    Hdw.    500  pp.  11  x  15  x  2. 

134.  FEE  BOOK,  PROBATE,  C0I5.:01T  PLEAS  COURT,  1853-33.    2  vols. 

(A-B). 
i 

I'lecord  of  fees  in  court  action,  snowing  date,  nature  of  fees, 
amount,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  and  receipts.    Arr.  chron. 
Hdw*    500  pp.  11  x  16  x  2. 


VII.     SUPERIOR  COURT 


By  legislative  enactment  in  1895,  a  superior  court  ms  estab- 
lished to  serve  Porter,  lake,  and  Laporte  Counties.    The  three 
counties  comprised  a  superior  court  district  in  which  the  judge  sat 
in  each  county  at  specified  dates,  (l) 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature  in  1907,  the  counties  of  Porter 
and  Laporte  were  constituted  a  superior  court  district.  By  this 
act  Lake  County  became  a  separate  judicial  district,  (2) 

In  1931  the  legislature  created  a  superior  court  to  serve  Porter 
County  alone.  (3)  The  judge  of  the  Porter  superior  court  is  elected 
to  serve  for  a  term  of  four  years.  (4) 

The  court  has  original  and  appellate  jurisdiction  concurrent 
with  the  circuit  court  in  all  cases  of  lav/  and  equity;  and  in 
criminal,  divorce,  and  probate  actions;  the  settlement  of  decedents' 
estates;  and  in  all  causes,  matters,  and  proceedings  in  which  a 
circuit  court  now  has  or  may  hereafter  have  jurisdiction,  except 
in  matters  pertaining  to  juvenile  delinquents  and  dependents.  (5) 

All  the  records  are  located  in  the  clerk's  vault  in  the  court- 
house. 

(1)  Acts  1895,  oh.  104,  sec  1.         (4)  Acts  1931;  Burns  4-1603. 

(2)  Acts  1907,  ch.  112,  sees.  1,  2.  (5)  Acts  1931;  Burns  4-1604. 

(3)  Acts  1931,  ch.  21.  sees.  1,  2. 


Civil  and  Criminal  Causes 
(So©  also  entries  55-67,  118) 

135.    CIVIL-SUPERIOR,  1895-1911.    95  file  boxes. 
Original  papers  filed  in  civil  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys;  nature  and  numbor  of  case,  date  filed, 
and  disposition.    Arr.  chron.    4  x  4  x  10. 


Superior  Court 

Civil  and  Criminal  Causes (continued) 

136.  CRIMINAL  CASES,  SUPERIOR  COURT,  1895— •    5  file  boxes. 
Original  papers  pertaining  to  criminal  cases,  showing  names  of 
defendant  and  attorneys,  nature  of  charge,  and  date  of  disposition, 
Arr.  chron.    14  x  10  x  4^# 

137.  DEPOSITIONS,  1872-1911.    3  file  boxes. 

Depositions  taken  to  perpetuate  testi-ony  in  ,cases,  showing  names 
of  plaintiffs,  defendants,  and  witnesses,  case  number,  charge,  date 
taken,  and  clerk's  certification.    Arr.  chron.    4  x  4  x  10. 

138.  INDICTMENT  RECORD,  SUPERIOR  COURT,  1907-21.    1  vol. 
Record  of  indictments  by  court,  shov/ing  names  of  defendants  and 
witnesses,  date  of  action,  nature  of  crime,  and  evidence.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  defendants.    Ildw.    140  pp.  12  x  18  x  1  3/4. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  59. 

Court  Proceedings  in  Civil  and  Criminal  Causes 
(See  also  entries  68-80,  119-123) 

139.  ENTRY,  ISSUE  DOCKET  AND  FEE  BOOK,  1913—.    22  vols.  (E-Z). 
Record  of  cases  filed,  court  issues,  and  fees  charged,  showing  case 
number,  nature  of  action,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  dates 
of  process  and  judgment,  and  amount  of  feo»    Indexed  alph.  by 
names  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants.    Hdw.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  161. 

140*  ISSUE  DOCKET,  SUPERIOR  COURT,  1695-96.    1  vol.  (A). 
Record  of  court  issues,  showing  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys,  kind  of  action,  proceedings,  and  date 
of  filing.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    400  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  139. 


Suporior  Court 

Civil  and  Criminal  Causes— 
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Court  Proceedings  in  Civil  and  Criminal 


Causes ( continued ) 

141.  EliTRY  DOCKET,  1895-1913.    2  vols.  (A-B). 

Record  of  cases  filed  in  court,  showing  case  number;  names  of  plain- 
tiff, defendant,  and  attorneys;  dates  of  process-  and  judgment;  and 
nature  of  action.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    500  pp.  12  x  18  x  3. 
For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  133. 

142.  COURT  DOCKET,  1895—. 

Record  of  proceedings  in  civil  cases,  showing  case  number,  names 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys;  date  filed,  and  proceedings 
of  court.    Arr.  by  case  numbers.    Hdw.    600  pp.  12  x  14  x 

143.  JUDGES'  DOCKET-CRIHIIIAL,  1895—.    2  vols. 

Record  of  criminal  cases  filed,  showing  case  number,  names  of  defendant 
and  attorneys,  nature  of  charge,  and  proceedings  of  court.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  defendants.    Hdw.    1000  pp.  8  x  14  x  6. 

144.  CIVIL  ORDER  BOOK-SUPERIOR  COURT,  1095—.    21  vols.  (1-21 ). 
Record  of  civil  orders  issued,  showing  date  of  filing,  names  of 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  nature  of  action,  minutes,  and  proceedings 
of  court.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs.    1895-98,  hdw.; 
1898—,  typed.    580  pp.  12  x  18  x  3. 

145.  CRIMINAL  ORDER  BOOK,  1895—.    3  vols.  (1-3). 

Tinutes  and  proceedings  in  criminal  cases,  showing  nature  of  charge, 
nar.es  of  defendant    and  attorneys,  and  date  filed.     Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  defendants.    1895-1900,  hdw.;  1900—,  typed.    500  pp. 
18  x  12  x  3. 


Suporior  Court  Ql 

Civil  and  Criminal  Causes — Court  Proceedings  in  Civil  and  Criminal 
Causes ( cont  inued ) 

. 

146.  JUDGiEXT  DOCKET-SUPERIOR  COURT,  1895-1914.    2  vols,  (A-B). 
Record  of  judgments  showing  date  of  judgment,  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys;  amount  of  judgment,  and  receipt.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants.    Ildw.    300  pp.  12  x  16  x  3 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  78 • 

Executions 

^Sco  also  entries  81-88,  124-125,  169) 

147.  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  (COLSIKED  CIRCUIT  AID  SUPERIOR  COURTS ) , 
1931  —  .    3  vols.  (1-3). 

Record  of  executions  issued  by  circuit  and  superior  courts,  showing 
date  of  issue,  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  amounts 
of  judgment    and  costs,  and  officer's  return,.     Indexed  alph.  by 
names  of  defendants.    Hdw,    300  pp.  12  x  16  x  3. 
For  prior  records,  see  entries  78  and  148, 

148.  EXECUTION  DOCKET-SUPERIOR  COURT,  1895-1931,    2  vols,  (A-C). 
Record  of  executions  issued,  showing  date  of  issue,  case  number, 
nair.es  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  amount  of  judgment,  costs,  and 
officer^  return.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs.  Ildw. 

590  pp.  12  x  18  x  3. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  78. 

Probate  Causes 
(See  also  entries  69-100,  126-129) 

149.  PROPATE-SUFLRIOR,  1895-1911.    5  file  boxes. 

Original  papors  in  cases  of  probate  action,  showing  names  of  estate, 


Suporior  Court 

Probate  Causes (continued) 

administrator,  and  heirs;  case  number,  date,  disposition  of 
property,  and  final  acceptance  by  court,    Arr.  chron.    4  x  4  x  10. 

150.  administrator's  bonds,  oaths  and  letters,  1901— • 

2  vols,  (A-B). 

Record  of  administrators  bonds,  oaths,  and  letters,  showing  date, 
names  of  principal  and  sureties,  amount  of  bond,  and  letters  issued 
by  court.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  administrators.    Hdw.    428  pp. 
12  x  18  x  3. 

151.  ABvIXISTPATOR'S  REPORT  RECORD,  1908—.    2  vols.  (1-2). 
Record  of  administrator's  reports  to  court,  shovdng  names  of  estate 
and  administrator  or  executor;  nature  of  report,  and  date.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  estates.    Kdw.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

152.  GUARDIAN'S  BONDS,    OATHS,  LETTERS,  1900—.    1  vol.  (A). 
Record  of  guardian's  bonds,  oaths,  and  letters,  shovdng  names  or 
estates,  sureties,  and  guardians,  amount  of  bond,  and  dates  of 
execution  and  letters.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  guardians  or 
estates.    Hdvr.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

153.  GUARDIAN'S  REPORT  RECORD,  1903—.    1  vol. 

Report  of  guardians  to  court,  shovdng  names  of  estate,  guardian, 
and  ward,  nature  of  report,  and  date  of  filing.    Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  guardians.    Hdw.  and  typed.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

154.  INVENTORY  OF  DECEDENT  ESTATE  AND  PERSONAL  PROPERTY, 
1903-21.     1  vol.  (1). 

iiecord  of  inventory  of  real  estate  and  personal  property  of  estate, 
shovdng  description  of  property,  valuation,  amount  of  property 
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Probate  Causes (continued) 

taken  by  widow,  value  of  property  taken,  affidavit  of  administrator, 
date  of  inventory,  and  names  of  estates  and  administrator.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  estates.    Hdw.    400  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

155.  GUARDIAN  INVENTORY  RECORD,  1904-20.    2  vols.  (A-B). 
Guardian's  record  of  inventory  of  property  in  settlement  of  estates, 
showing  names  of  estate  and  guardian,  description  of  property, 
appraised  value,  and  amount  of  debt.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
guardians.    Kdw«    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  2-jjf. 

Proceedings  in  Probate  Causes 

(See  also  entries  101-106,  130-132) 

156.  GENERAL  ENTRY-CLAIK  AND  ALLOWANCE  DOCKET,  1901—. 
4  vols.  (1-4). 

Record  of  claims  against  estates,  showing  names  of  estate,  adminis- 
trator, claimants,  and  surety,  amount  of  bond,  claim  number,  dato,' 
a::.ount  of  claim,  date  of  allowance,  amount  of  allowance,  'date ^report 
filed,  and  proceedings  of  court.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  estates. 
Kdw.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

157.  GUARDIAN'S  DOCKET,  1900—.    3  vols. 

Hecord  of  guardianship  cases  filed,  showing  case  number,  dato, 
names  of  estate,  guardian,  wards,  and  attorneys;  and  proceedings 
of  court.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  wards.    Hdw«    575  pp. 
12  x  13  x  4. 
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Probate  Causes (continued) 

158,  ESTATE  DOCKET,  1901—.    1  vol. 

Record  of  estate  cases  filed,  showing  date,  names  of  estate  and 
administrator ,  case  number, .  and  proceedings  of  court.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  estates.    Kdw.    1000  pp.  10  x  12  x  5. 

159.  PROBATE  ORDER  BOOK,  1900—.    5  vols.  (A-S). 

Record  of  probate  matters  acted  on  by  court,-  showing  names  of  estate 
and  administrator,  kind  of  action,  date  of  filing,  and  minutes  and 
proceedings  of  court.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  estates.  Typed. 
500  pp.  12  x  18  x  3. 


Record  of  fees  charged  in  state  cases,  showing  names  of  defendant 
and  payer,  amount,  cause  number,  and  date.    Indexed  alph.  by  names 
of  defendants.    Kdw.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

161.     FEE  BOOK,  1895-1912.    4  vols.  (A-D). 
Record  of  fees  in  court  cases,  showing  date,  names  of  plaintiff  and 
defendant,  case  number,  kind  of  fee,  and  amount.    Indexed  alph.  by 
names  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants.    Hdw.    550  pp.  11  x  16  x  2>j-. 
For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  68. 


Record  of  fees  and  allowances  to  witnesses,  showing  date,  case 
number,  title  of  cause,  amount  of  fee  allowed,  and  names  of 
witness,  payer,  and  payee.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  witnesses. 


Fee  and  Cash  Records 


160.    FEE  BOOK,  STATE  CASES,  1895-1936.    3  vols.  (1-3). 


2> 


1  vol. 
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Probate  Causes— Fee  and  Cash  Records  (continued) 

Hdw.    300  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

For  susequent  records,  see  entry  68 • 
163.    PROBATE  FEE*  BOOK,  1901-12.    1  vol. 
Record  of  foes  in  probate  cases,  shovdng  case  number, 
purpose,  and  nar.es  of  estate  and  payer.     Indexed  alph, 
estates.    Hdw.    550  pp.  11  x  16  x  2v> 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  68« 


VIII,  RECORDER 

The  recorder  is  a  constitutional  officer  elected  for  a  tern 
of  four  years  and  is  roquired  to  post  bond,  (l)    Ho  person  is 
eligible  to  hold  the  office  of  recorder  for  more  than  eight  years  < 
in  any  t.volvc-yoar  period.  (2)    The  inception  date  of  this  office 
in  Porter  County  is  1835,  the  organization  date  of  the  county. 

The  title  of  this  officer  describes  his  functions:    To  make 
and  preserve  a  public  record  of  legal  documents  for  officials  and 
private  persons  as  required  by  law.    Of  the  many  kinds  of  instru- 
ments recorded  the  more  important  are:    Deeds,  mortgages,  and 
apprentices'  indentures,  (3)  satisfactions,  cancelations,  and 
assignments  of  any  kind,  (4)  releases,  (6)  mechanics'  lions,  (6) 
and  leases.  (7) 

The  recorder  is  also  required  to  keep  a  record  of  articles  of 
incorporation  filed  in  his  office,  (8)  and  certificates  of  admission 
for  foreign  corporations  to  do  business  in  Indiana,  (9)    There  are 
also  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  recorder,  records  of  cemetery 
deeds,  (10)  cemetery  associations,  (11)  farm  names,  (12)  and 
chattel  mortgages.  (13) 

All  of  the  records  are  located  in  the  courthouse. 


(1)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts  1901;  (8)  Acts  1923;  Bums  25-219. 
Burns  49-3201.  (9)  Acts  1929;  Burns  25-505. 

(2)  Const.,  art.  6,  sec.  2.  (10)  Acts  1325;  Burns  21-223. 
(5)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1552;  Burns  (11)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 

49-3210.  25-1520. 

(4)  Acts  1305;  Burns  43-5203.  (12)  Acts  1313;  Bums  49-3236. 

(5)  Acts  1831  spc.  sess.;  Burns  (13)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts 
2-2519.  1897;  Bums  53-501. 

(6)  Acts  1503;  Bums  43-703. 

(7)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1352;  Acts  1875, 
1915,  1321,  1925;  Burns  56-IlJ. 


(86) 
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Deeds,  Titles,  and  Grants 

164.  DEED  RECORD,  1836—.    10G  vols.  (29-109,  A-Y ) • 

Record  of  deeds  filed,  showing  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  descript- 
ion of  property,  date  of  execution,  consideration,  affidavits  of 
witnessos,  and  date  of  rocording.    Arr.  alph.  by  nanaos  of  grantors 
and  grantoes.    1836-19G6,  hdw.j  1006—,  typod.    600  pp.  13  x  12  x  3. 
Rocr.  vt. 

165.  GENERAL  INDEX  OF  DEEDS,  ( GRA17T0R  AND  GRANTEE),  1836—. 
34  vols.  (1-4,  4-18,  4-18). 

Index  of  deeds  by  grantor  and  grantee,  shelving  names  of  grantor  and 
grantee,  kind  and  date  of  dead,  consideration,  description  of  pro- 
perty, and  date  recorded.    Arr.  alph.  by  navies  of  grantors  and 
grantees.    h~dv.-.    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  5.    Recr.  vt. 

166.  CEiETERY  DEED  RECORD,  1925— .    1  vol. 

Record  of  deeds  to  cemetery  lots,  shovring  names  of  cemetery  associat- 
ion and  buyer,  description  of  lot,  consideration,  and  date  recorded. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  buyers.    Typed.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 
Recr.  vt. 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  164. 

167.  TAX  TITLE  DEEDS,  1864-84.    1  vol. 

Record  of  tax  title  deeds  granted  by  auditor  and  commissioner, 
shov/ing  name  of  grantee,  description  of  property,  consideration, 
date  of  execution,  and  date  recorded.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
grantees.    Hdw.     300  pp.  18  x  12  x  2.    Recr.  vt. 

For  prior  and  subsequent  records,  see  entry  164. 

For  sales  record,  see  entry  230  • 


Recorder 

Deeds,  Titles,  and  Grants  (continued) 

168.  QUIET  TITLE  RECORD,  1911— .    3  vols.  (1-3). 

Record  of  quiet  title  proceedings,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and- 
defendant,  description  of  property,  minutes  and  proceedings  of  court 
and  date  recorded.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs  and 
defendants.     Typed.    550  pp.  10  x  12  x  5.    Recr.  vt. 

169.  WILL  RECORD,  1695-1935.    1  vol. 

Record  of  wills  and  affidavits  of  v.-itnesses,  showing  date;  names 
of  testator,  "witnesses,  and  beneficiaries;  and  description  of 
bequests.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  testators.    1G96-98,  hdw.; 
1898-1955,  typed.     600  pp.  18  x  12  x  5.    Recr.  vt. 
For  subsequent  records,  sec  entry  184. 

:ibrtgages  and  Releases 

Real  Estate 

170.  MORTGAGE  RECORD,  1845—..  94  vols*  (1-63,  A-Z)#  • 
Record  of  mortgages,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee, 
description  of  property,  amount  of  mortgage,  and  dates  of  execution, 
recording,  and  release.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  mortgagors  and 
mortgagees.    1845-1907,  hdw.;  1908—,  typod.    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 
Recr.  vt. 

171.  GERERAL  INDEX  OF  MORTGAGES,  1845—.    IS  vols.  (1-18). 
General  index  to  mortgages,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagoo 
date  recorded,  description  of  properly,  consideration,  dato  satis- 
fied, and  book  and  page  number  recorded,    Arr.  alph.  by  names 

of  mortgagors  and  mortgagees.    Hdw.    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  5.    Recr.  vt. 


Recorder 

L'.ortgagos  and  Rolcasos  (continued) 
Chati  els 

172.    CHATTEL  MORTGAGE  MINUTE  BOOK,  1935—.    1  vol,. 
Record  of  chattel  mortgages,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortga- 
gee, description  of  chattels,  amount  of  mortgage,  and  dates  of 
execution,  release,  and  recording.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
mortgagors.    Hdw.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Recr.  off. 

175.    CHATTEL  MORTGAGE  RECORD,  1882-1935.    33  vols.  (1-33). 
Record  of  chattel  mortgages,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mort- 
gagee, description  of  chattels,  amount  of  mortgage,  and  data)  of 
execution,  release  and  recording.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  mort- 
gagors.   1882-1902,  hdw.j  1902-35,  -typed.     600  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 
Recr.  vt. 

For  subsccuont  records,  see  entry  172. 

School  Fund 

(See'  'ai's'o  entries  245-254) 

174.  SCHOOL  FUW)  MORTGAGES,  1852—.    4  vols.  (1-4). 
Record  of  school  fund  mortgages,  showing  name  of  mortgagor, 
description  of  property;  end  dates  of  execution,  release,  and  record- 
ing.   Indexed  alp;:,  by  names  of  mortgagors.    1852-1904,  hdw.;  ' 
1904—,  typed.    550;  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Recr.  vt. 

Lions 

175.  MECHANICS*'  LH  ;S,  1873-06.    1  vol. 

Record  of  mechanics'  liens,  showing  names  of  lienhhldcr  and  proporty 
ovmcr,  description  of  property,  amount  of  lien,  and  dates  recorded 


Rao order  Q£ 
Liens  (continued) 

and  released.    Indexed  alph.  by  nance  of  lienholders •  Hdw. 
440  pp.  11  x  16  x  2.    Recr.  vt. 

For  prior  and  subsequent  records,  see  entry  184. 

176.  IMPROVED.  STOCK  LIEN  RECORD,  1892-1926.    1  vol. 
Record  of  lions  for  service,  shelving  names  of  owner  and  sire, 
date  of  service,  and  amount  of  lien.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
sires.    Hdw.    500  pp.  12  x  18  x  5.    Recr.  vt. 

Rogistor  of  Legal  Instruments 

177.  ENTRY  BOOK,  1856—.    15  vols.  (B-0,  end  1  vol.,  not 

numbered) • 

Record  of  instruments  filed  for  recording,  showing  date,  time,  names 
of  parties  concerned,  date  and  description  of  instrument,  end  amount 
of  fee  charged.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  5.    Recr.  vt. 

176.    REGISTER  OF  FARM  NAMES,  1913-51.    1  vol. 
Record  of  farm  names  officially  recorded,  sheaving  names  of  farm 
and  owner,  description  of  farm,  and  date  registered.    Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  owners.    Hdw.    404  pp.  16  x  11  x  2.    Recr.  vt. 

179.    ASSIGNMENT  RECORD,  1866-74.    1  vol. 
Record  of  assignments  of  property  rights,  showing  names  of  assignor 
and  assignee,  description  of  property,  dates  of  recording  and  release 
and  copy  of  bond.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  assignors.  Hdw. 
400  pp.  12  x  16  x  2.    Recr.  vt. 

160.  RECORD  OF  SHflUP  LAND  PATENTS,  1856-80.  1  vol.  (A). 
Record  of  land,  showing  name  of  purchaser,  description  of  pro- 
perty, consideration,  certificate  of  conveyance,  and  date  of 


Roc or dor  92 
Register  of  Legal  Instruments  (continuod) 

rocording.    Indoxod  alph.  by  names  of  purchasers.    600  pp.  18  x 
12  x  3.    Recr.  vt. 

181.  TRANSFERRED  TERRITORY  FROM  JASPER  TO  PORTER  COUIITY,  1904- 
25.    1  vol. 

Record  of  transforrod  lands  Involvod  in  boundary  line  chango, 
showing  description  of  property,  consideration,  date  recorded, 
and  name  of  property  ov/ner.    Indexed  alph.  by  nones  of  property 
ov/ners.    Typed.    150  pp.  18  x  12  x  1-J-.    Recr.  vt. 

182.  I1TSTRUME1ITS  RECORDED  I"  LAPORTE  COUNTY,  1834-55.    1  vol. 
Record  of  instruments  affecting  individuals  and  real  estate 
proviously  recorded  in  LaPorto  County,  showing  names  of  parties 
concdrned,  kind  of  instrument,  and  date  of  recording.  Indexed 
alph.  by  nar.es  of  parties.    Hdw.    200  pp.  18  x  12  x  2.    Recr.  vt. 

183.  RECORD  OF  OLD  AGE  CERTIFICATES,  July-Feb.,  1936--. 

1  vol. 

Record  of  old  age  certificates  filed  with  recorder  by  applicant 
for  pension,  showing  number  of  instrument,  date  of  filing,  name 
of  applicant,  and  date  certified.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
applicants.    Typed.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Recr.  vt. 

Miscellaneous  Rocords 

184.  MISCELLANEOUS  RECORD,  1853—.    27  vols,  (l,  A-Z). 
Record  of  miscellaneous  instruments  filed  for  rocording,  showing 
namos  of  parties  concerned,  kind  of  instrument,  and  dates  of 
execution  and  recording.    Indexed  alph.  by  namos  of  parties. 
1853-1904,  hdw.;  1904—,  typed.     550  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Recr.  vt. 


Rocordor 

Hiscollanoous  Records  (continued) 

185.    &ISCELIANEOUS  RECORD,  GENERAL  HJBEX,  1302--.    10  vols, 
(1-10). 

General  index  to  miscellaneous  instruments,  shovring  names  of 
parties  in  action,  kind  and  date  of  instrument,  consideration, 
date  recorded,  and  book  and  page  number.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of 
parties.    Kdw.    550  pp.  18  x  12  x  3,    Recr.  vt. 

Fee  and  Gash  Book 

1G5.    FEE  AND  CASK  BOOK,  1900—.    10  vols.  (1-8,  and  2  vols, 
not  numbered) • 

Record  of  fees  and  cash  collected  for  recording  instruments, 
showing  date,  number  of  instrument,  name  of  payor,  type  of  instru- 
ment, and  amount  of  fee.    Arr.  chron.    Kdw.    600  pp.  13  x  12  x  3* 
Recr.  vt. 

Haps  and  Plat  Books 

137.    PLATS  OF  PORTER  COUNTY,  1923—.     1  vol. 
Political  plat  book  containing  blueprints  and  original  tracings 
of  surveys  made  by  onginoers,  showing  teams,  cities,  townships, 
additions,  subdivisions,  and  tracts.    Published  at  Valparaiso. 
Blueprints.    Scale  varies.    75  pp.  30  x  32  x  1-|-.    Recr.  vt. 

133.    PLAT  BOOK  OF  PORTER  COUNTY,  1927.    1  vol. 
Political  book  of  plats  and  maps  of  Portor  County,  showing  cities, 
towns,  additions,  subdivisions,  divisions,  division  of  townships, 
and  subdivisions  of  real  estate.    Published  at  Rockford,  Illinois y 

by  Thrift  Press.    Printed.    Scale  varies.    58  pp.  13  x  20  x  1. 

Recr.  vt. 


IX.  SHERIFF 


The  sheriff  is  a  constitutional  officer  elected  for  a  term  of 
two  years.    He  must  give  a  bond  to  insure  faithful  performance' of 
his  duties,  and  is  required  to  take  the  usual  oath  of  office,  (l) 
No  person  is  eligible  to  hold  the  office  of  sheriff  for  more  than 
four  years  in  any  period  of  six  years.  (2)    Prior  to  the  Constitu-  ' 
tion  of  1851  the  office  of  sheriff  functioned  by  virtue  of  the 
Constitution  of  1816.  (3)    The  inception  date  of  this  office  in 
Porter  County  is  1836,  the  organization  date  of  the  county. 

The  sheriff  is  the  conservator  of  peace  within  Porter  County, 
He  may  arrest  without  process  all  persons,  who  within  his  view  commit 
any  crime  or  misdemeanor,  and  hold  them  in  custody  during  investi- 
gation of  the  cause  of  such  arrest,    rle  is  required  to  suppress  all 
breaches  of  the  peace  and  has  authority  to  call  to  his  aid  the  power 
of  the  county;  pursue  and  commit  to  jail  all  felons;  maintain  and 
preserve  order  in  the  courts  of  the  county  except  justice  of  the 
peace  courts.    He  also  maintains  the  jail  and  takes  care  of  the 
prisoners  confined  in  it.  (4)    It  is  his  duty  to  protect  persons  in 
danger  of  possible  lynchings, (5)    He  makes  arrests  of  all  persons  on 
indictments,  warrants,  affidavits,  and  upon  information  received 
from  the  prosecutor  or  the  court,  and  commits  them  to  jail.  (6) 

As  a  court  officer  of  Porter  County  he  is  required  to  make 
service  of  all  process,  (7)    He  sells  mortgaged  property  on  fore- 
closure proceedings;   (8)  executej deeds  to  real  estate  sold  on 
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Sheriff 


oxocutionc;  (9)  convoys  persons  committed  to  state  charitable, 
correctional,  or  penal  institutions;  (10)  and  attends  sessions  of 
the  county  council  (11 )  and  the  county  commissioners,  (12)  and 
executes  their  orders. 

All  the  records  are  located  in  the  sheriff's  office  in  the 
courthouse. 


(1)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns  (8)  Acts  1881  spc.  sess.; 
49-2801.  Burns  3-1819. 

(2)  Const.,  art.  6,  sec.  2.  (9)  Acts  1881  spc.  sess.; 

(3)  Const.,  1916,  art.  4,  Burns  2-4101. 

sec.  25.  (10)  Acts  1905;  Burns  9-2252. 

(4)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Bums  (11)  Acts  1899;  Burns  26-510, 
49-2302.  (12)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 

(5)  Acts  1905;  Burns  10-3310.  26-611. 


(6)  Acts  1905;  Burns  9-1001, 

(7)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-2803. 


Executions  and  Roports 

(See  also  entries  81-88,  189) 


189.  REGISTER  OF  EXECUTIONS,  1898—.    2  vols.  (2,  and  1  vol. 
not  numbered) • 

Record  of  orders  issued  by  court, showing  date,  case  no.,  names  of 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  amount  of  judgment . and 'costs,  and  sheriff's 
return.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    200  pp.  12  x  16  x  2. 

190.  MILEAGE  CLAIM  RECORD,  1929  —  .     1  vol. 

Record  of  sheriff's  mileage  fees,  showing  case  no,,  date,  names  of 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  nature  of  action,  mileage,  and  charges. 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    440  pp.  12  x  16  x  2. 

191.  JURY  BOOK,  CIRCUIT  COURT,  1913—.     3  vols. 

Record  of  jury  members  of  circuit  court,  showing  name  and  address 


Shoriff 


Executions  and  Reports  (continued) 

of  juror,  miles  traveled,  and  date  served.    Arr.  chron.  Hdw. 
300  pp.  12  x  16  x  2. 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  193. 

192.     JURY  BOOK-SUPERIOR,  1913—.     2  vols. 
Record  of  jury  members  of  superior  court,  shov.ri.ng  name  and  address 
of  juror,  miles  traveled,  and  date  served.    Arr.  chron.  Hdw, 
300  pp.  12  x  16  x  2. 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  193. 

195.     JURY  BOOK,  1900-1913.     1  vol. 
Record  of  jury  members  of  both  circuit  and  superior  courts,  showing 
name  and  address  of  juror,  miles  traveled,  and  date  served.  Arr. 
chron.    Hdw.     300  pp.  12  x  16  x  2. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entries  191  and  192. 

194.  RECORD  OF  PRISONERS  ADMITTED  TO  JAIL,  1873—.    5  vols. 
(1-3,  and  2  vols,    not  numbered). 

Record  of  prisoners  admitted  to  jail,  showing  name,  residence, 

and  birthplace  of  prisoner,  dates  admitted  and  discharged,  and  cause. 

Arr.  chron.    Hdw,    500  pp.  12  x  18  x  3. 

Fee  and  Cash  Boole 

195.  CASH  BOOK,  1896—.    2  vols. 

Record  of  cash  received,  showing  date,  case  no.,  name  of  payer, 
nature  of  service,  amount  received,  and  fund  credited.    Arr.  chron. 
Hdw.     500  pp.  12  x  18  x  3. 


Shoriff 

Fee  and  Cash  Book  (continued) 

196.  REGISTER  OF  SHERIFF  FEES,  1896-1928.     6  vols.  (1-6). 
Record  of  feos  collected  on  orders  of  circuit  court,  shomng 
case  no.,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  amount  of  fee,  and 
dates  of  service  and  return.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.     600  pp.  12  x  18 
x  3. 

For  subsequent  records,  sec  entry  195. 

197.  REGISTER  OF  SHERIFF'S  FEES,  1896-1928.     5  vols.  (1-5). 
Record  of  fees  collected  on  orders  of  superior  court,  showing 
case  no.,  cause,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  amount  of  fee, 
and  dates  of  service  and  return.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    600  pp.  12 

x  18  x  3. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  195. 

198.  STATE  FEE  BOOK,  1912-26.    1  vol. 

Record  of  superior  and  circuit  court  fees  in  state  cases,  snowing 
date,  case  no.,  cause,  name  of  defendant,  and  kind  and  amount  of 
fee.    Arr.  alph.  "by  names  of  defendants.    Hdw.    600  pp.  12  x  18  x 
For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  195. 


X.  CORONER 

Tho  coroner  is  a  constitutional  officer  elected  for  two  years 
without  restriction  on  reelection*  (l)    He  is  required  to  post 
bond  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars  nor  less  than  one  thousand 
dollars.  (2)    The  office  was  created  before  1851  by  virtue  of  the 
Constitution  of  1816*  (3)    The  inception  date  of  this  office  in 
Porter  County  is  1836,  tho  organization  date  of  the  county* 

The  ooroner  is  required  to  investigate  deaths  by  violence, 
by  accident,  and  of  suspicious  nature,  and  to  determine  the  cause 
and  manner  of  death.    He  holds  inquests  v/ithout  a  jury,  (4)  and 
may  subpena  witnesses  and  employ  a  physician  to  make  a  postmortem 
examination,  (5)  filing  his  report  and  verdict  with  the  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court,  (6)    He  is  a  peace  officer  with  the  some  powers  as 
the  sheriff,  (7)  and  acts  as  sheriff  in  event  of  absence,  vacancy, 
personal  interest,  or  incapacity  of  that  officer,  (8)  and  serves 
warrants  on  the  sheriff  if  neoessory.  (9) 

All  the  records  ore  located  in  the  clerks  vault  in  the 
eeurtheuse. 


(1)  Const.  1851,  art.  6,  sec,  2. 

(2)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852 ;  Acts 
1933;  Burns  49-2901. 

(3)  Const,  1816,  art.  4, 
sec.  25. 

(4)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts 
1871,  1879  spc.  sess.; 
Burns  49-2904. 

(5)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-2906. 


(6)  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  Acts 
1879  spc.  sess.;  Burns 
49-2909, 

(7)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts 
1933;  Burns  49-2901, 

(8)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-2902. 

(9)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-2903. 
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199.    INQUESTS,  1871—,    16  file  boxes, 
Papors  of  coroner's  inquosts,  showing  dato,  nccies  of  deceased,  and 
■witnesses,  cause  of  death,  description  of  body,  amount  of  feos,  and 
final  verdict.    Arr.  chron.    14  x  10  x 


XI.  AUDITOR 

The  auditor  is  a  constitutional  officer,  elected  for  a  four- 
year  tern,  (l)    Ho  porson  can  hold  the  office  for  moro  than 
eight  years  in  any  poriod  of  twolvo.  (2)    He  is  required  to  post 
bond  in  the  amount  of  ton  thousand  dollars,  approved  by  and  filed 
with  the  county  commissioners,  (o)    The  inception  date  of  this  office 
in  Porter  County  is  1841 • 

This  office  is  the  center  of  county  financial  administration, 
and  here  the  financial  records  of  county  business  are  preserved. 

The  auditor's  principal  functions  ore' fourfold:    As  a  county 
"controller",  he  keeps  the  accounts  of  the  county  and  issues  v/arrants 
for  all  claims,  including  those  approved  by  the  commissioners.  (4) 
Ex  officio  he  acts  as  clerk  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  (5)  the 
county  council,  (6)  and  the  board  of  tax  adjustment,  (7)  and  as 
secretary  to  the  board  of  financo.  (S)    He  Is  also  a  member  and 
the  seoretary  of  the  board  of  review.  (9)    As  a  tax  officer,  he 
prepares  the  official  tax  duplicates,  (10)  and  certifies  to  the 

tmgursr      mm*  ef  te§  6uq  £m  h&*  (11)  As  Mp£ 

officer,  he  compiles  estimates  made  to  him  by  each  county  agency  and 
submits  them  to  the  county  council.  (12) 

Other  routine  duties  are:    Keeping  a  land  transfer  record  book; 
(13)  managing  the  common  school  and  tho  congressional  township  school 
funds  as  a  member  of  the  school  fund  board,  (14)  and  apportioning 
semiannually  the  interest  of  these  funds  to  the  school  corporations; 
(15)  preparing  the  ditch  duplicate  covering  assessments  for 
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construction  or  ropair  of  ditchos  and  drains;  (16)  issuing 
peddlers'  licenses  (17)  and  public  warehouse  pormits;  (18) 
acknowledging  doods  and  mortgages  executed  for  security  of  trust 
funds;  (19)  and  approving  bonds  of  tovmship  trustees.  (20) 
All  the  records  are  located  in  the  courthouse. 


(1)  1  Rev.  Stat  1852;  Burns 

49-3001. 
£2)  Const.,  art  6,  sec.  2. 

(3)  Acts  1899;  Burns  49-3003. 

(4)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-3005;  Acts  1897;  Burns 
26-80G. 

(5)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
26-611. 

(6)  Acts  1899;  Burns  26-509. 

(7)  Acts  1935;  Burns  64-304. 

(8)  Acts  1907;  Bums  61-606. 

(9)  Acts  1919;  1920  spc.  sess.; 
Burns  64-1201. 

(10)  Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1403. 


(11)  Acts  1933;  Burns  64-810. 

(12)  Acts  1899;  Burns  26-520. 

(13)  Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1409. 

(14)  Acts  1865;  Bums  28-104; 
Acts  1865,  1935;  Bums, 
1935  suppl.,  28-209. 

(15)  Acts  1879;  Burns  28-265. 

(16)  Acts  1933;  Bums  27-134. 

(17)  1  Rov.  Stat.  1852;  Burns  . 
42-204. 

(18)  Acts  1875,  1879  spc.  sess.; 
Burns  67-201. 

(19)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-3011. 

(20)  Acts  1915;  Bums  64-105. 


Audits  and  Reports 

200.  RECORD  OF  MONTHLY  BALANCES,  1911—.    3  vols.  (1-2,  and  1 
vol.  not  numbered). 

gftgetti     >*aivUii'  Planus     smr&v  ?§?iftu§  u\&  iAs%%llymu 

funds,  showing  date,  amount  rocoivod  and  disbursed,  names  of  payer 
and  payoo,  to  which  fund  credited,  and  monthly  balance    Arr.  chron. 
Hdw.    220  pp.  17  x  19  x  lj«    Aud.  vt. 

201.  CERTIFICATE  OF  DISTRIBUTION,  1911—.    4  vols.  (1-2,  and 
2  vols,  not  numbered). 

Receipts  from  taxes  distributed  to  township  trustees,  shordng  date, 

amount,  and  to  which  fund  credited.    Arr.  chron.    Typed.    75  pp. 
9  x  10  x  3/4.    Aud.  vt. 


Audits  and  Koports  (continued) 

202.  DISTRIBUTION  RECORD,  1002—.     2  vols,  (l,  and  1  vol. 
not  numborcd) .     1910-24,  missing. 

Rocord  of  distribution  of  toxos  to  county  and  toraiship  funds, 
showing  date,  namo  of  fund,  and  amount  allotted.    Ho  indox.  Edw. 
600  pp.  12  x  18  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

203.  STATE  BOARD  0?  ACCOUNTS,  1911  —  .    4  file  boxes. 
Reports  of  state  board  of  accounts  on  county  officers,  showing 
date,  none  of  office,  receipts  and  disbursements  itemized,  and 
condition  of  various  funds.    Arr.  chron.    14  x  10  x  4.    Aud.  vt. 

204.  AUDITING  BOARD -RECORD,  1897-99.    2  vols. 

Record  of  trustees*  warrants  audited,  showing  date,  none  of  payee, 
amount,  purpose,  to  which  fund  credited,  and  signature  of  trustee. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  trustees.    Hdw.    450  pp.  12  x  18  x  2. 
Aud.  vt. 

205.  AUDITOR'S  VE1IUS  RECORD,  1926  —  .    1  vol. 

Record  of  finances  on  cases  venucd,  showing  date,  names  of  payer 
and  jayQC,  msm*  ?eea£v©&  and  disbUFfi«d4  8f  SSUs§,  &ug 

from  what  county  vonucd.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  counties. 
Hdw.     250  pp.  14  x  11  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

For  other  venue  records,  see  entry  54. 

206.  DISTRIBUTIC:;,  1300—.     23  filo  boxos. 
Distribution  and  settlement  sheets,  showing  date,  namo  of  town  or 
township,  amount,  to  which  fund  allotted,  and  tax  period  covered. 
Arr.  chron.     14  x  10  x  4.    Aud.  vt. 

207.  TRUSTEES '  REPORTS,  1862—.    6  file  boxos. 

Receipts,  expenditures,  and  orders,  showing  date,  amount,  and  bal  - 
once.    Arr.  chron.    14  x  10  x  4.    Aud.  vt. 


Auditor 


Receipts  and  Disbursements 

208.  RECORD  RECEIPTS,  APPROPRIATIONS,  AND  DISBURSEMENTS, 
1924— .    3  vols. 

Record  of  receipts,  appropriations,  and  disbursements,  showing  date, 
names  of  payer  and  payee,  amounts  received  and  disbursed,  .warrant 
number,  and  balance.    Arr.  by  titles  of  fund,  and  thereunder j  chron. 
Hdw.    COO  pp.  18  x  16  x  3. 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  209. 

209,  RECORD  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS,  1903-24. 
6  vols.  (1-5,  and  1  vol.  not  numbered). 

Record  of  appropriations  and  disbursements,  shov/ing  date,  warrant 
number,  amount,  purpose,  and  to  which  fund  credited.    Arr.  by 
titles  of  funds,  and  thereunder j  chron.    Hdw.    500  pp.  12  x  18  x  2^. 
Aud.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  208 j  for  prior  records  see 
entry  212. 

810 «  Willi?!  fee  ;j;d  qaj|  bqok,  im~~*  %  vols,  {if  m§ 

1  vol.  not  numbered). 
Record  of  fees  and  cash  collected,  showing  date  received,  name  of 
payer,  nature  of  fee,  and  total  collected.    Arr.  chron.  Hdw. 
500  pp.  18  x  12  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

211.    RECORD  OF  RECEIPTS-COUNTY  REVENUES,  (Auditor's  Copy)^ 
1895-1924.    3  vols.  (1-2,  and  1  vol.  not  numbered). 
Record  of  county  revenues  collected  by  treasurer,  showing  date, 
purpose,  receipt  number,  amount,  and  to  which  fund  credited. 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw.     600  pp.  18  x  24  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  208. 


Auditor 

Receipts  and  Disbursements  (continuod) 

212.  REGISTER  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  ( General  Fund), 
1841—.    0  vole.  (1-6,  and  3  vols,  riot  numbered). 

Register  of  roceipts  and  expenditures,  showing  date,  name  of  payer, 
amount,  warrant  no.,  amount  expended,  purpose,  and  balance  in  each 
ftuid.    Arr.  chron.    Kdw.    500  pp.  12  x  18  x  2.    Aud.  v£. 

213.  LEDGER,  1856-41.    1  vol.  (A). 

Register  of  money  expended,  shewing  date,  name  of  payee,  purpose, 
and  amount.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    150  pp.  12  x  16  x  Aud.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entries  218,  221,  and  222. 

214.  REGISTER  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBUESELENTS ,  1893-1909.    1  vol. 
Register  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  county  officers'  fees, 
showing  date,  names  of  payer  and  payee,  order  and  receipt  nos., 
amount,  name  of  fund  debited,  and  to  which  fund  credited.  Arr, 
chron.    Edw.    42 3  pp.  12  x  18  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

215.  REGISTER  OF  U1TAID  ORDERS,  1901—.     1  vol. 

Register  of  orders  issued  by  auditor,  for  claims  allowed  by  commiss- 
ioners, that  have  not  been  presented  to  treasurer  for  payment, 
showing  date,  name  of  recipient,  amount,  order  no.,  and  name  of 
fund  debited.    Arr.  chron.    Kdw.    400  pp.  16  x  11  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

216.  TOWNSHIP  POOR  ACCOUNTS,  1897  —  .    2  vols. 

Rocord  of  money  paid  for  poor  relief  claims,  shelving  date,  name  of 
recipient,  amount,  and  warrant  no.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  twps. 
Kdw.    200  pp.  15  x  16  x  Aud.  vt. 

217.  POOR  CLAIMS,  1935—.     12  file  boxes. 

Poor  fund  claims  filed  with  auditor  for  supplies,  showing  date, 


Auditor 

Rocoipts  and  Di sours cmonts  (continued,) 

name  of  client,  purpose,  and  amount.    Arr.  chron.    14  x  10  x  4. 
Aud.  vt. 

218.  REGISTER  OF  ORDERS ,  1841-1911.     10  vols.  (5-10,  and  4 
vols,  not  numbered). 

Register  of  orders  drawn  by  auditor  on  treasurer,  shelving  date, 
name  of  recipient,  order  no.,  amount,  nature  of  claim,  name  of 
fund  credited,  and  date  redeemed.    Arr.  chron.    Edw.    200  pp.  12 
x  18  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  215. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  222. 

219.  COUNTY  ORDERS  (Stubs),  1866-1924.    32  vols. 

Stubs  of  orders  issued  by  auditor  to  treasurer  for  county  bills, 
showing  date,  name  of  payee,  amount,  purpose,  order  no.,  and 
appropriation  no.    Arr.  by  order  nos.    Edw.    1000  pp.  4  x  18  x  3. 
Aud.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  221. 

220.  AUDITOR'S  JOURNAL,  1836-1902.     5  vols.  (l-5). 
Record  of  cash  transactions,  showing  date,  amount,  and  kind  of 
transactions.    Arr.  chron.    Edw.    Condition  fair.    500  pp.  11  x  17 
x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

221.  REGISTER  OF  DUPLICATE  VAREARTS,  1924—.     10  vols. 
Register  of  duplicate  warrants  issued  to  pay  county  bills,  showing 
name  of  payee,  amount,  warrant  no.,  and  name  of  fund  credited.  Arr. 
chron.    Edw.    1000  pp.  15  x  15  t:  5.    Aud.  vt. 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  222. 


Audi  Lor  1°5 
Receipts  and  Disbursements  (continued) 

222.  AUDITOR'S  REGISTER  OF  WARRANTS,  1911-24.    4  vols.  (1-4). 
Register  of  warrants  issued,  showing  date,  name  of  recipient, 
purpose,  andwc.rrant  end  appropriation  nos.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    400  pp. 
12  x  18  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  218. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  221. 

223.  OTJIETUS ,  1898-1S25.     5  vols. 

Record  of  receipts  issued  in  final  closing  of  an  account,  shaving 
date,  amount,  certificate  no.,  and  purpose.    Arr.  chron.  Hdw. 
500  pp.  6  x  14  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

224.  CANCELED  CHECKS,  1881—.    50  file  boxes. 
Canceled  checks,  shovring  date,  name  of  payee,  amount,  purpose, 
check  and  appropriation  nos.,  and  name  of  depository.    Arr.  chron. 
14  x  10  x  4.    Aud.  vt. 


Taxes 


Appraisements 

225.  TRANSFER  BOOKS,  1845—.     150  vols. 

Record  of  real  estate  transfers,  showing  date  of  transfer  and  instru- 
ment, names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  hind  of  instrument,  location  and 
description,  and  value  of  land  and  improvements.    Arr.  alph.  by 
names  of  grantors.    Hdw.    500  pp.  12  x  15  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

226.  ETU1SERATI0N  RECORD,  1913 -SU    54  vols. 

Enumeration  of  white  and  colored  males  over  twenty-one  years  of  age, 


T  axo  g  -  -  A  p  p  it.  i  c  c  mo  nt  s  (continued) 

showing  date,  name,  a^e,  and  color.    Arr.  alph.  "by  names  of 
persons.    Hdw.    500  pp.  8  x  13  x  -|-.    Aud.  vt. 

227.  ABSTRACT  OF  RAILROAD  PROPERTY,  1805—.    4  vols.  (1-4). 
Record  of  railroad  property,  showing  date,  nar.ie  of  railroad,  number 
of  miles  of  track,  name  of  township,  city,  or  town  traversed,  value 
of  rolling  stock  and  real  estate.    Indexed  alph.  by  nojnes  of  rail- 
roads.   Hdw.    300  pp.  11  x  16  x  1  3/4.    Aud.  vt. 

228.  VALUATION  RECORD,  1859,  1864,  1869,  1875,  1880.    5  vols. 
Record  of  property  valuations  for  assessor's  use  in  preparing 
assessments,  showing  date,  name  and  address  of  owner,  locatior,  and 
description,  and  value  of  land  and  improvements.    Arr.  a3.ph.~~by 
names  of  owners.    Hdw.    250  pp.  12  x  18  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  233. 

229.  RAILROAD  TAX  REPORTS,  1879—.     12  file  boxes. 
Schedules  of  railroad  tax  assessments,  showing  date,  name  of 
railroad,  value  of  property,  and  inventory  of  equipment.  Arr* 

ehj?8h.   14  s  19  *  4*  Audi 

Returns 

230.  MORTGAGE  EXEMPTIONS,  1903  —  .    197  vols. 
Affidavits  of  persons  seeking  exemption    from  taxation  on 
mortgage  indebtedness,  showing  date,  namos  of  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee,  location  and  description  of  property,  and  amount  of 
mortgage.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  applicants.    Hdw.    300  pp. 
14  x  8  x  l-!>    Aud.  vt. 


Auditor 

Taxes— Returns  (Continued) 

231.  FOREST  PRESERVE  RECORD,  1899-1906.    1  vol. 

Record  of  lands  reserved  for  forest  preserve,  showing  date  filed, 
name  of  property  owner,  and  description  of  property.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  owners.    1899-1901,  hdw.;  1901-6,  .typod. . 
300  op.  12  x  14  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

Lists 

232.  ASSESSOR'S  BOOKS,  1847—.    657  vols. 

Record  of  assessments  and  appraisals  of  real  and  personal  property, 
shewing  dato,  name  and  address  of  person;  location,  description, 
and  cash  value  of  land  and  improvements,  amount  of  exemption, 
value  of  personal  property,  and  total  value.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of 
persons  assessed.    Hdw.    250  pp.  12  x  18  x  3.    Aud.  vt. 

255.    REAL  ESTATE  A:SESS:^"T  SCUTTLE,  1881—.     21S  vols. 
Record  of  appraised  valuation  of  real  estate,  showing  date,  name 
and  address  of  ovmer  ,  location,  description,  and  value  of  land  and 
improvements,  and  total  valuation.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  owners. 
IIdv.r.    300  pp.  14  x  8  x  l|r.    Aud.  vt. 

Eor  prior  records,  see  entry  228. 

234.    PERSONAL  ASSESSMENT  SCHEDULES,- 1881— .    1009  vols. 
Record  of  appraised  valuation  of  personal  property,  shearing  date, 
name  and  address;  description  and  value  of  items  listed,  and  total 
assessments.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  owners.    Hdw.    500  pp.  14  x  8 
x  l-o-.    As  sr.  vt. 


Auditor 

Taxes  (continuod) 
Delinquent  and  Erronoous 

235.  DELINQUENT  LAITDS  AND  LOTS,  1845—.     146  vols. 

Record  of  delinquent  property  tax,  showing  date,  name  and  address 
of  owner,  description  and  value  of  land,  amount  delinquent,  and 
total  amount  due.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  ov/ners.    1845-1S07,  hdw.; 
1908—,  printed.     500  pp.  12  x  18  x  3.    Aud.  vt. 

236.  REGISTER  OF  DELINQUENT  TAX  RECEIPTS,  1861-73.    4  vols. 
Register  of  receipts  of  delinquent  tax  payments,  shovring  date,  name 
and  address  of  payer,  amount,  description  and  value  of  land,  value 
of  personal  property,  receipt  no.,  and  total  amount  paid.  Arr. 
chron.    Ildvr.    6C0  pp.  11  x  16  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

237.  RECORD  0?  OMITTED  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  AND  TAXES  THEREON, 
1882-1907.    3  vols.  (1-3). 

Record  of  omitted  personal  property  and  taxes,  showing  date,  name 
of  debtor,  amount,  date  due,  date  paid,  and  recapitulation.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  taxpayers.    Hdv.r.    200  pp.  12  x  IS  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

238.  ASSIGNMENT  CERTIFICATES,  1876—.    3  vols. 

Record  of  certificates  of  property  assignments,  showing  date,  names 
of  assignor  and  assignee,  description  of  real  estate,  and  certificate 
no.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    19S  pp.  9  x  14  x  1.    Aud.  vt. 

239.  TAX  CERTIFICATES,  1841—.   '18  file  boxes. 

Tax  sale  certificates',  sh.ovri.ng  date,  names  of  earner  and  purchaser, 
location  and  description  of  property,  amount  delinquent,  date  and 
amount  of  sale.    Arr.  chron.     4  x  lOxl'i.    Aud.  vt. 
For  Tax  Docd  Records,  sec  entry  107. 


Auditor  109 
Taxes — Delinquent  and  Erroneous  (continued) 

240.  ILLEGAL  TAX  CERTIFICATES,  1024— .    2  vols. 

Record  of  certificates  of  erroneous  assessments,  showing  date, 
name  and  address  of  person  credited,  description  of  property,  and 
amount  of  credit.    Arr.  chron.    Haw.    200  pp.  11  x  17  x  5/4.    Aud#  vt . 

241.  REGISTER  OF  TAX  SALES -AUDI  TORS 1  COPY,  1841—.     5  vols. 
(1-4,  and  1  vol.  not  numbered). 

Register  of  sales  of  lands  by  treasurer  for  delinquent  taxes,  show- 
ing date  of  sale,  names  of  owner  and  purchaser,  description  of  land, 
amount  of  sale,  and  date  redeemed.    Arr.  chron.    Kdw.    600  pp. 
12  x  18  x  5.    Aud.  vt. 

242.  TAX  TITLE  DEED  REC ORD-AUDI TOR? S  COPY,  1844—.    5  vols. 
Record  of  tax  title  deGds,  showing  date  of  deed,  dates  of  sale  and 
of  assignment,  names  of  o-waer  and  purchaser,  description  of  land, 
amount  of  sale,  and  certificate  no.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of 
original  owners.    Kdw.    200  pp.  11  x  16  x  1,>    Aud.  vt. 

Plat  Books 

243.  i'LAff  BOOKS,  1887  —  ,    44  vols. 

Assessor' e  plat  books,  siiov.dng  date,  name  of  roal  estate  owner; 
location,  description,  and  value  of  land,  sec.  no.;  and  hand- 
drawn  plat  of  each  parcel  of  land,  and  each  twp.    Arr.  by  section 
nos.  Kdw.    100  pp.  C  x  15  x         Aud.  vt. 

244.  TRACT  BOOK,  1830-67.    2  vols. 

Record  of  lands  sold  to  individuals  from  public  lands,  showing  date . 


Auditor 

Taxes — Plat  Books  (continued) 

of  sale,  names  of  purchaser,  and  tvrp.,  description  and  acreage, 
sec.  and  range  nos.,  and  entry  or  patent  no.    Arr.  by  sees.,  twps« , 
and  ranges.  Hdw.    218  pp.  12  x  18  x  Au'dv.vt. 

School  Fund: 
(Sco  also  entry  174) 

245.  INVENTORY  OF  SCHOOL  AM)  TRUST  FUNDS ,  1914—,    1  vol. 
Inventories  of  school  and  trust  fund  loans,  showing  date,  loan  no., 
nane  of  fund,  amounts  of  loan  and  interest,  amount  paid,  and  remarks. 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw.  •  500  pp.  15  x  2  x  o.    Aud.  vt. 

246.  REGISTER  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  LOANS,  1861—.    1  vol. 
Register  of  school  fund  loans,  she-ring  nane  of  mortgagee,  date  of 
loan,  description  of  property  mortgaged,  payment  schedules,  and 
amounts.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  mortgagees.    Hdw.    480  pp.  17  x 
16  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

247.  SCHOOL  FUND  LOAN  REKEVSALS,  1020-52.    1  vol. 

Record  of  applications  for  renewal  of  school  fund  loans,  shewing 
property  description,  amount  of  loan,  application  date,  and  name 

of  applicant.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  applicants.    Hdw.  322  pp. 
11  x  15  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

248.  REGISTER  OF  SALE  OF  SCHOOL  SECTIONS,  1857-73.  1  vol. 
Record  of  school  lands  sold  to  individuals,  showing  date  sold, 
purchaser's  name,  land  description,  acreage,  and  selling  price. 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    150  pp.  12  x  18  x          Aud.  vt. 


Auditor 

School  Funds  (Continuod) 

249.  REGISTER  OF  ORDERS  ON  TRUST  FIJHDS,  1850-1912 .    4  vols. 
Title  varies:    Register  of  Trust  Fund  Disbursenonts. 

Record  of  disbursenonts  of  school  trust  funds,  shewing  date,  order 
no.,  name  of  payee,  purpose,  kind  of  fund,  and  amount.    Arr.  chron. 
Kdw.    450  pp.  10  x  16  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

For  subsequent  rocords,  soc  entries  221  and  222. 

250.  TRUST  FUND  LEDGER,  1571-1011.     2  vols. 

Record  of  comon  school  trust  funds,  shelving  cash  rocievod,  amount 

forwarded,  balance,  and  date.    Arr.  chron.    Hdvr.    450  pp.  12  x  16 

r 

x  2'-.    Aud.  vt. 

251.  TRUST  FUND  JOURNAL,  1850-95.     5  vols. 

Record  of  daily  cash  receipts  for  trust  funds,  showing  amount,  date, 
and  name  of  payer.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    200  pp.  8  x  12  x  1  3/4. 
Aud.  vt. 

252.  REGISTER  OF  TRUST  FU1TD  RECEIPTS,  1850-1926.    5  vole. 
Register  of  congressional  and  common  school  fund  receipts,  showing 
date,  receipt  no.,  name  of  payer,  purpose,  amount,  and  fund  credited. 
Arr.  ehren.     lidw.    400  pp.  V/  x  16  x  U.    Aud.  vt. 

255.    REGISTER  OF  PRINCIPAL  AND  INTEREST  ON  TRUST  FUND  LCA1!S, 
1838-99.    2  vols. 

Record  of  trust  fund  loans  and  payments  of  principal  and  interest,  showing 
name  of  mortgagee,  amount  of  loan,maturity  date,  and  date  of  payments 
principal  and  interest.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    200  pp.  8  x  12  x  1. 
Aud.  vt. 

254.    APPLICATION  TO  PAT,  1911—.    7  vols. 
Record  of  applications  to  maho  payments  on  loans  from  school 
or  trust  funds  ahoad  of  regular  schedule,  showing  amount,  dato, 


Auditor 

School  Funds  (continued) 

and  name  of  applicant.    Arr.  chron.    Hdvv.    500  pp.  3  :c  14  x  2. 

Official  and  Surety  Bonds 
(See  also  entries  20-50) 

255.  30IID  RECORD,  1899—.     2  vols.  (1-2). 

Rocord  of  bonds  of  county  and  tvvp.  officials,  showing  amojmt,  names 
of  official  and  sureties,  bondsmen's  signatures,  purpose  of  bond, 
conditions  of  obligation,  and  date.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  officials 
Typed.    550  pp.  12  x  1C  x  1  3/4.    Aud.  vt. 

256.  RECORD  OF  LIQUOR  BOEDS,  1S65-1914.    4  vols. 

Record  of  bonds  issued  for  operating  liquor  stores,  sharing  names 
of  principal  and  bondsman,  description  of  place  of  business, 
address,  signatures  of  bondsmen,  and  auditor's  signature.  Arr. 
alph.  by  names  of  principals.    Hdw.    300  pp.  11  x  16  ::  lvf.    Aud.  vt. 

257.  LIQUOR  LICENSES ,  1865-1917.     14  file  boxes. 
Original  applications  for  licuor  licenses,  shaving  applicant's 
name,  business  location,  and  date.    Arr.  chron.    4  x  10  x  14. 
Aud.  vt. 


XII.  ASSESSOR 


The  office  of  assessor  was  created  by  an  act  of  1891,  (1) 
This  officer  is  elected  for  a  four-year  tern,  there  being  no  prohib- 
ition against  successive  terms.    The  inception  date  of  this  office 
in  Porter  County  is  1891.    Qualifications  are  established  by  law: 
He  must  be  a  continuous  freeholder  of  Porter  County  for  not  loos 
than  four  years  prior  to,  the  date  of  his  election,  and  he  must  post 
a  five  thousand  dollar  bond,  with  two  or  more  good  freehold  sureties 
approved  by  the  auditor,  who  also  administers  the  oath  of  office. 
His  work  is  under  the  direction  of  the  state  board  of  tax  commis- 
sioners, and  he  may  be  removed  by  that  board,  after  a  hearing,  for 
incompetency,  neglect  of  duty,  or  misconduct  in  office.  (2) 

The  duties  of.  the  assessor  are:     To  examine  carefully  the  tax 
duplicates,  to  instruct  and  advise  the  township  assessors^  to  review 
their  returns,  to  assess  omitted  real  and  personal  property,  to  ap- 
praise estates  for  inheritance  taxes,  to  report  to  the  state  board 
any  delinquencies  of  township  assessors,  (3)  to  examine  public 
records,  (4)  and  to  set  a  value  upon  intangibles  for  taxation.  (5) 
He  is  ex-officio  member  and  president  of  the  Porter  County  board  of 
review.  (6) 

(1)  Acts  1891,  ch.  99,  sec.  112.     (5)  Acts  1933;  Burns  64-905. 

(2)  Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1101.  (6)  Acts  1919,  1920  spc.  sess.; 

(3)  Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1102.  Burns  64-1201. 

(4)  Ibid. 

No  records  could  be  found. 
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XIII.    BOARD  OF  REVIEW 


3y  virtue  of  an  act  of  1919,  Porter  County  has  a  board  of 
review  for  the  annual  review  of  assessments  and  the  equalization  of 
valuation  of  real  and  personal  property.    The  board  is  composed  of 
the  assessor,  treasurer,  and  auditor,  ex  officio,  and  two  free- 
holders of  opposite  political  parties,  appointed  annually  by  the 
judge  of  the  circuit  court.    The  assessor  is  president  and  the 
auditor  is  secretary  of  the  board,  (l) 

From  1881  to  1891  the  duties  of  reviewing  and  equalizing  tax 
assessments  were  performed  by  a  county  board  of  equalization  con- 
sisting of  the  county  commissioners  and  four  freeholders  appointed 
by  the  circuit  judge.  (2)    The  law  of  1891  superseded  this  act  and 
created  the  board  of  review,  composed  of  the  treasurer,  assessor, 
and  auditor.  (3)    The  act  of  1919  reestablished  the  board,  adding 
the  two  freeholder  appointments  to  its  membership.  (4)    The  in- 
ception date  of  this  board  in  Porter  County  is  1881. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  board  to  make  changes  in  the  valuation 
of  property  in  the  township  or  any  taxing  unit  within  the  township, 
and  to  determine  the  amount  to  be  added  or  deducted  in  order  to 
make  an  equitable  equalization  of  taxes  throughout  the  county.  It 
also  may  redetermine  the  valuation  of  any  particular  tract  or  lot 
upon  the  complaint  of  tho  ownor.    If  tho  board 

shall  find  tho  aggregate  assessmont  too  high,  too  low,  or  unequal, 
it  may  set  aside  the  assessment  of  the  whole  county,  or  of  any 
township  or  taxing  unit  therein,  and  order  a  new  assessment.  (5) 
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Board  of  Review  115 
Tho  board  also  makes  a  general  review  of  assessment  lists  to 

- 

discovor  omitted  property  and  to  corroct  errors  in  the  lists.  It 
assesses  the  capital  stock  of  corporations  in  the  county,  except 
those  assessed  by  the  state  board  of  tax  commis si oners,  such  as 
railroad,  telephone,  and  telegraph  companies.  (6) 

All  the  records  are  located  in  the  auditor's  vault  in  tho 
courthouse* 

(1)  Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1201,  (4)  Acts  1919;  Bums,  ibid, 
64-1206.  (5)  Ibid. 

(2)  Acts  1881,  oh.  96,  sec.  129.     (6)  Ibid. 

(3)  Acts  1891,  ch.  99,  sec.  114. 

r 

258.  COUNTY  BOARD  OF  REVIEW,  1891—.    2  vols.  (1-2). 
Record  of  tax  review  proceedings,  showing  name  of  property  owner, 
description  of  property,  and  decision  of  board  on  assessment  value. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  property  owners.    1691-1901,  hdw. ;  1901—, 
typed.    426  pp.  11  x  16  x  2. 

259.  BOARD  OF  REVIEW,  1891  —  .    2  file  boxes. 

Papers  pertaining  to  board  members,  showing  date  of  meeting,  name  of 
member,  and  oath  of  office.    Arr.  chron.    4  x  10  x  14. 


XIV.    BOARD  OF  TAX  ADJUSTMENT 

The  board  of  tax  adjustment  of  Porter  County  was  established 
"by  an  act  of  legislature  in  1933  and  consisted  of  seven  members. 

By  an  act  of  1937  the  membership  of  the  board  was  changed. 
One  is  a  member  of  the  county  council,  chosen  by  the  council,  one 
member  is  the  mayor  of  the  largest  city  in  the  county  or  any  pub- 
lic official  of  the  county  appointed  by  the  said  mayor  of  the  lar- 
gest city  of  the  county,  one  member  of  the  county  board  of  education 
seleoted  by  such  board,  and  four  freeholders  of  the  county  appoint- 
ed by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court.    Not  more  than  four  members 
of  such  adjustment  board  can  be  members  of  the  same  political  party. 
The  board  is  empowered  to  serve  for  one  year.  (2) 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  board  to  examine,  and  if  it  deems  neces- 
sary, revise,  change,  or  reduce,  but.  not  increase,  any  tax  levies 
and  any  corresponding  items  of  the  budget  on  which  the  tax  levies 
are  based,  and  apportion  the  total  of  all  of  the  levies  so  that  the 
total  levy  on  property  within  any  municipal  corporation  for  which 
the  property  therein  is  taxable, . shall  not  exceed  the  total  rate 
as  provided  by  law.  (3) 

All  the  records  of  this  office  are  located  in  the  auditor* s 
vault  in  the  courthouse. 

(1)  Acts  1933;  Bums  64—304.  (3)  Acts  1953;  Burns  64—304, 

(2)  Acts  1937,  oh.  119,  sec.  4. 
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260.    BOARD  OF  TAX  ADJUSTMENT,  1932—.    2  file  boxes. 
Board  of  tax  adjustment  proceedings,  showinc  date,  name  of  peti 
tioner,  amount  of  adjustment,  aotion  of  board,  and  itemized 
estimation  of  expense.    Arr,  chron.    4  x  10  x  14. 


X7.    3GARD  OF  FIWANCii 

• 

By  virtue  of  an  act  of  1907,  the  board  of  county  cordis sionors 
of  Porter  County  constitutes  the  board  of  finance.    The  auditor 
serves  as  sooretary.    It  nay  suo  and  be  sued  in  its  orm  nans  -whenever 
necessary  to  accomplish  the  purpose  intended  by  its  creation,  (1) 
The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  Porter  County  is  1907. 

The  board  of  finance  has  charge  of  and  controls  the  funds  of 
porter  County.  (2)    Its  functions  are  to  select  the  banks  to  serve 
as  depositories  for  county  funds  and  to  apportion  the  funds  among 
such  depositories*    In  lieu  of  depositing  county  funds  in  banks, 
the  board  may  purchase  United  States  Government  bonds  or  other 
interest-bearing  obligations  of  the  United  States  Govdrnmont  or  its 
instrumentalities,  (3)    The  beard  receives  monthly  statements  of 
county  funds  on  deposit  from  the  banks,  (4)  and  may,  as  it  sees  fit, 
revoke  the  commission  of  any  depository.  (5) 

The  general  assembly  of  1935  repealed  the  act  establishing  this 
board,  and  in  the  same  session  in  the  Depository  Act  of  1935,  reestab- 
lished the  board  of  finance  practically  unaltered*    The  board  has 
supervision  of  all  public  funds  of  the  county,  and  the  safekeeping 
and  deposit  thereof.  (6) 

All  the  records  are  located  in  the  auditor's  vault  in  the 
courthouse. 


(1)  Acts  1907;  Bums  61-606. 
'2}  Acts  1907,-  Burns  61-606. 
{3;  Acts  1907,  1932  spc.  sess.j 
Burns  61-610. 


(4)  Acts  1907;  1931,-  Burns  61-616. 

(5)  Acts  1907;  Bums  61-613. 

(C)  Acts  1935;  Bums,  1936  suppl., 
61-628. 
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261.  RECORD  OF  BOARD  OF  FINANCE,  1907-35.  2  vols.  (1-2). 
1'inutos  of  the  board,  showing  date,  names  of  members,  proposal 
of  various  banks  to  become  county  depositories,  and  action  of 

the  board.    Indexed  alph.  by  nature  of  proceedings.    Typed.    200  pp« 
12  x  18  x  2. 

262.  REPORTS  OF  DEPOSITORIES,  1911  —  .    8  file  boxes. 
Monthly  statements  of  depositories,  sho-rcing  date,  name  of 
depository,  balance  at  first  of  month,  amount  deposited,  interest, 
amount  paid  out,  balance  at  end  of  month,  and  no.  of  warrants. 
Arr.  chron.    4  x  10  x  14* 


XVI.    SCHOOL  FUiID  BOARD 


The  county  school  fund  board  -was  created  by  an  act  of  1935. 
It  consists  of  three  members:    the  auditor  and  the  cler:  ex  officio, 
and  ono  mombcr  appointed  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court  for  a 
two-year  term,  (l) 

The  duty  of  this  board  is  to  make  all  loans  from  the  common 
school  and  the  congressional  tov/nship  school  funds  to  owners  of 
r9al  property  secured  by  mortgage.     This  was  formerly  a  duty  of  the 
auditor.     The  board  must  satisfy  itself  as  to  the  value  of  real 
estate  offered  in  the  mortgage,  the  validity  of  the  title,  and 
tfn  ether  it  is  encumbered*  (2) 

The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  Porter  County  is  1935. 


(1)  Acts  1935;  Burns,  1936  '  (2)  Acts  1865,  1935;  Burns,  ibid, 

suppl.,  28-209. 


These  records  are  to  be  surveyed  and  will  appear  in  the  final 
draft. 
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XVII i  TREASURER 

The  treasurer  is  a  constitutional  officer,  elected  for  a 
term  of  two  years.    Uo  person  is  eligible  to  serve  for  roro  than 
four  years  in  any  period  of  si::  years,  (l)     He  is  roquirod  to 
execute  his  official  bond,  in  the  penalty  of  not  less  than  the 
amount  of  monoy  which  may  come  into  his  hands  at  any  time  during  his 
term.  (2)     Prior  to  the  Constitution  of  1851  the  office -of  treasurer 
v;as  in  existence  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  1817.  (o)     The  inception 
date  of  this    office  in  Porter  County  is  1836,  the  organisation 
date  of  the  county. 

The  treasurer  receives  all  moneys  coming  to  Porter  County  and 
de-osits  the  same  on  the  proper  orders  issued  and  attested  by  the 
auditor.  (4)    He  keeps  fee  books  and  cash  books.  (5)    He  makes 
quarterly  roports  to  the  commissioners;  (6)  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office,  he  gives  a  sworn  statement  to  the  auditor,  showing 
specifically  the  amount  of  fees  collected,   (7)  and  deposits  with 
the  auditor  all  orders  redeemed,  (o)    He  makes  a  monthly  statement 
to  the  treasurer  of  state,   (9)  and  collects  all  taxes.  (1C) 

The  laws  of  the  state  also  place  certain  ex-officio  duties  upon 
the  treasurer-    He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  review,   (11)  and  has 
custody  of  county  funds,  althought  the  depositories  are  chosen  by 
the  board  of  finance.  (12) 

The  records  are  located  in  the  courthouse. 
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(1)  Const. ,  art*  6,  sec.  2. 

(2)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852 j  Acts  13G5 


(8)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1352;  Bums 
4-0-3114. 


1019;  Bums  49-3101. 

(3)  Acts  1817,  ch.  17,  see.  1. 

(4)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  ".urns 


(9)  Acts  1859,  1861;  Bums 
49-1313. 


49-3103. 

(5)  Acts  1895; .Burns  49-1401. 
(G)  Acts  1895,  1913;  Burns 


(11)  Acts  1919,  1920  spc.  scss.; 
Burns  64-1201. 


49-1403. 

(7)  Acts  1595,  1903,  1915;  Bums 


(12)  Acts  1907,  1932  spc.  scss.; 
Burns  61-610. 


49-1402. 


Tax  Collections 


263.  TAX  DUPLICATES,  1343—.    473  vols. 

Tax  duplicates,  showing  date,  name  of  taxpayer,  location,  description, 
and  value  of  real  and  personal  property,  value  of  improvements, 
total  value,  amount  assessed,  and  delinquent.    Arr.  alph.  by 
nar.es  of  owners.     1345-1901,  hdw.;  1901—,  typed.    350  pp.     22  x  16 
x  2.    Tr.  vt. 

264.  MORATORIUM  TAX  DUPLICATE,  1955—.     1  vol. 
Moratorium  tax  duplicates,  showing  date,  name  and  address  of 
party,  location  exid  description  of  property,  and  schedule  of  pay- 
ments.   Arr.  by  ta::ing  units.    Hdw,     500  pp.  13  :•:  12  x  3.    Aud.  vt. 

'265.     REGISTER  OF  TAXES  COLLECTED,  1875—.    13  vols.  (1-8,  and 


Record. of  taxes  collected,  showing  date,  receipt  no.,  total  collect- 
ion, and  distribution.    Arr.  by  taxing  units.   Hdw.     600  pp.  17  x  16 


x  2f.     Tr.  vt. 

266.    RECORD  OF  INSOLVENT  AIID  DISCHARGED  TAXES,  1920—.     1  vol. 


date,  name  aid  address  of  ov/ner,  location  and  description,  value  of 


5  vols,  not  numbered). 


P.ecord  of  unpaid  taxes  due  to  death,  insolvency,  or  errors,  showing 


Tax  Collections  (continued) 

land  and  improvement;,    and  total  amount  of  tax-    Indexed  alph.  by 
nar.ies  of  owners.    Hdw.     325  r.p.  14  :;  17  :■:  2.     Tr.  vt. 

267.  REGISTER  OF  LAND  SOLD  FOR  TAXES,  Feb.  9 ,-  Feb.  16,.  1874. 
1  vol. 

Record  of  property  sold  for  taxes,  showing  date  of  sale,  nanie  and 
address  of  owner,  location,  description,  and  value  of  property, 
name  of  purchaser,  price  paid,  amount  delinquent,  and  date  redeemed. 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    250  pp.  17  x  12  x  1  3/4.    Tr.  vt. 

268.  TREASURER'S  ADDRESS  BOOK,  not  dated.    1  vol. 
Record  of  non-resident  proper ty  owners,  showing  date,  name  and 
address  of  owner,  location  and  description  of  property,  and  name  of 
agent.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  twps •    Hdw.    199  pp.  16  x  19  x 

Tr.  vt. 

Public  Iaprovoment  Records 

26S.    DITCH  TAX  DUPLICATE,  1905—.    6  vols. 
Tax  duplicates  of  special  assessments  for  ditch  construction  and 
repair,  showing  date,  name  and  address  of  owner,  location  and 
description  of  property,  name  of  ditch,  and  amount  of  benefits 
and  taxes.    Arr.  alph..  by  names  of  ditches.    Hdw«    400  pp.  16  x  24 
x  2.    Tr.  vt. 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  263. 

270.    DITCH  CASH  BOOK,  1916-30.     3  vols. 
Record  of  cash  received  on  spocial  assessments  for  ditch  improvement 


Troasurcr  ^ 
Public  Improvement  Records  (continued) 

showing  date  of  payment,  name  of  payor,  amount,  and  receipt  no. 
Arr.  alph.  "by  names  of  ditches  and  thereunder,  chron.    Hdw.    200  pp. 
18  x  18  x  2.     Tr.  vt. 

For  prior  and  subsequent  records,  see  entry  273. 

Rocoipts  and  Disbursements 

271.  DAILY  BALANCE  RECORD,  1903-32.    14  vols.  (1-2,  1-3,  1-6, 
and  3  vols,  not  numborcd). 

Record  of  daily  cash  balance  in  depositories,  showing  date,  balance 
brought  forward,  daily  deposits,  and  total  balance    Arr.  chron. 
Hdw •    400  pp.  12  x  17  x  3.     Tr.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  273. 

272.  RECORD  OF  MONTHLY  BALANCES,  1911—.     3  vols.  (1-3). 
Record  of  monthly  cash  balances  from  county  revenue  and  miscellaneous 
funds,  showing  date,  kind  of  fund,  amount  received  and  disbursed,  . 
and  balance  in  each  fund  at  end  of  month.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw»    258  pp. 
16  x  17  x  1  3/4.    Tr.  vt. 

273.  CASH  BOOK,  1861—.    50  vols. 

Record  of  cash  transactions,  showing  date,  name  of  payer,  no.  of 
transactions    and  amount.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    500  pp.  13  x  16  x  5. 
Tr.  vt. 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  274. 

274.  TREASURER'S  JOURNAL,  1842-1907.    6  vols. 

Record  of  daily  cash  transactions,  showing  date,  balance  brought 
forward,  order  and  receipt  nos.,  orders  paid,  and  cash  on  hand  at 
close  of  day.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    600  pp.  11  x  16  x  2.    Tr.  vt. 
For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  275. 


Treasurer 

Receipts  and  Disbursements  (continued) 

275.  GENERAL  RECEIPTS,  (CASH),  1900-1925.    4  vols.  (l-4). 
Record  of  general  cash,  receipts,  showing  date,  name  of  payer, 
amount,  purpose,  receipt  no.,  and  to  which  fund  credited.  Arr. 
chron.    Hdw.    149  pp.  17  x  19  x  1  3/4.    Tr.  vt. 

For  prior  and  subsequent  records,  see  entry  273. 

276.  REGISTER  OF  RECEIPTS  OTHER  THAII  TAXES,  1911-17.    1  vol. 
Record  of  cash  receipts    other  than  taxes,  showing  date,  name  of 
payee,  amount,  purpose,  receipt  no.,  and  to  which  fund  credited. 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    600  pp.  12  x  15  x  2.    Tr.  vt. 

For  prior  and  subsequent  records,  see  entry  275. 

277.  REGISTER  OF  RECEIPTS  OF  TRUST  FUNDS ,  1850-1907.    4  vols. 
Record  of  cash  receipts  credited  to  trust  funds,  showing  date,  name 
of  payer,  amount,  receipt  no.,  and  to  which  fund  credited.  Arr. 
chron.    Hdw.    250  pp.  9  x  14  x  'l/j.2.    .Tr.'  .vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  275. 

278.  JOURNAL  OF  TRUST  FUNDS,  1850-82.    2  vols. 

Record  of  gaily  mli  Ftfliifti  qZ  trust  funds,  ihmtag  date,  e&is 

of  payer,  amount,  receipt  no.,  and  to  which  fund  credited.  Arr. 
chron.    Hdw.    600  pp.  11  x  16  x  2.    Tr.  vt. 
For  subsequent  records,  see  ontry  273. 

279.  REGISTER  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  OF  COUNTY  OFFICER'S 
FEES,  1893-95.    1  vol. 

Record  of  cash  received  and  disbursed,  showing  date,  namov  of  payer 
and  payee,  amount,  and  order  and  recoipt  nos.    Arr.  chron.  Hdw. 
245  pp.  12  x  17  x  2.     Tr.  vt. 

For  prior  and  subsequent  records,  see  entry  273. 


Treasurer 

Receipts  and  Disbursements  (continued) 

280.    TREASURER  LEDGER,  1865-1906.    3  vols. 
Rocord  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  fluids,  showing  date,  name 
of  payer  and  payee,  amount  roccived  end  disbursed,  order  and  receipt 
nos.,  to  which  fund  credited,  and  balance.    Arr.  chron.    Kdw.    500  pp. 
11  x  14  x  2.    Tr.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  sec- entry  273. 

201.    REGISTER  OF  DISBURSEMENTS ,  1914—.     5  vols.  (1-3). 
Register  of  disbursements,  showing  date,  warrant  no.,  total  amount, 
and  to  which  fund  credited.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.     644  pp.  23  x  16  x  3. 
Tr.  vt. 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  2G2. 

282.  REGISTER  OF  ORDERS,  1841-1914.    7  vols.  (5-6,  9,  and  4 
vols,  not  numbered).  Vols.  7-0,  1895-1906, -missings- 
Register  of  orders,  showing  date,  name  of  claimant,  amount  and  nature 
of  claim    and  order  no.,  and  date  redeomed. .  Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    600  pp 
11  x  16  x  2.    Tr.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records t  see  entry  £81, 

283.  REGISTER  OF  ORDERS  OR  TRUST  FURD3,  1871-1907.    2  vols. 
Register  of  disbursements  from  trust  funds,  showing  date,  name  of 
claimant,  amount,  order  no.,  and  to  which  fund  credited.    Arr.  chron. 
Hdw.    196  pp.  15  x  16  x  l-;>.    Tr.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  273 

234.    REGISTER  OF  T.ARRA1TTS  BY  DEPOSITORIES,  1913—.    4  vols. 
(1-4). 

Register  of  warrants  drawn  on  depositories,  showing  date,  v/arrant 


Treasurer 

Roccipts  and  Disbursements  (continued) 

no.,  name  of  depository,  amount,  and  balance.  Arr.  chron. 
624  pp.  12  x  16  x  2;y.     Tr.  vt. 


XVIII.    ELECTIOil  BOARDS 
Board  of  Election  Coranissioners 

By  legislative  c enactment  in  1339,  the  board  of  election 
cosmis si oners  was  crcatod.    It  consists  of  the  clerk  of  tne 
circuit  court,  and  two  persons  appointed  by  him,  one  from  each  of 
the  two  major  political  parties;  each  of  whom  is  nominated  by  the 
chairman  of  the  county  central  committee  of  the  two  political 
parties  respectively.    This  board  is  appointed  annually  and  serves 
without  pay.    It  is  its  duty  to  prepare  and  distribute  ballots 
for  the  election  of  county  officers*  (l) 

The  beard's  duties  aro$;  to  print  ballots;  to  receive  petitions 
to  placo  candidates'  names  on  tne  ballots;  and  to  receive 
certificates  of  noninations  by  convention  or  primary  elections.  (2) 

Board  of  Canvassers 

By  an  act  of  1905,  tne  legislature  constituted  the  board  of 
olsetien  serial  gel  one?  8  a  boai'd.  or  eanvassers.    'i'noy  a*»e  required 
to  oanvacc  and  estimate  the  certificates,  poll  lists,  and  tally 
papers.  (3)    The  further  duties  of  the  board  are:    to  tabulate 
the  votes,  record  them  in  the  poll  books,  end  file  them,  together 
with  the  tally  papers  and  certificates,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk,  (i) 
The  board  selects  its  own  chairman,  ond  tne  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  acts  as  clerk  of  the  board,  (5)  and  the  board  declares  the 
election  winners  by  a  statement  of  certification,  (c) 

(123) 


'lection  Board 
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Primary  '^lection  Poirasiissioners 


'■i-'hc  primary  election  commissioners  were  provided  for  by  on 


act  of  the  legislature  in  1915.    1'hey  consist  of  the  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court,  and  tv.ro  persons  appointed  "by  him,  one  from  each  of 
the  two  major  political  parties*  each  of  whom  is  nominated  in  writ- 
ing by  the  chairman  of  the  county  central  committee  of  the  two 
political  parties  respectively.    It  is  their  duty  to  prepare  and 
distribute  the  primary  ballots  and  generally  supervise  the 
primary  elections,  (7)    The  canvass  of  the  primary  votes  is  dono 
by  the  board  of  canvassers,  (3) 

(l)  Acts  1039;  Burns  20-1002,        (5)  Acts  1905;  Burns  29-1402, 


(4)  Acts  1905;  ^urns  29-1404. 

These  records  are  to  be  surveyed  and  will  appear  in  the 
final  drrft. 


29-100o„ 
(3)  Acts  1905,  1927;  Burns 
29-1401. 


29-504. 

(e)  Acts  1915;  29-5S0. 


XIX.    BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 


The  educational  system  of  Indiana  had  its  beginning  bad:  in 
1818,  and  sinco  then  it  has  undorgono  several  changes. 

Tho  legislature  in  1810  provided  for  the  appointment  by  tho 
county  commissioners  of  a  superintendent  of  schools  for  each 
congressional  township,  (l) 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1824  the  school  system  was  adminis- 
tered by  three  township  school  trustees,  who  were  elective.  (2) 

The  school  administrative  system  was  changed  by  the  legis- 
lature in  1833.    By  this  new  act  the  olection  of  a  school  commiss- 
ioner was  prescribed.  (5) 

In  1852  the  legislature  provided  that  the  township  trustees 
should  serve  as  a  board  of  school  trustees  in  each  civil  township.  ( 

Ey  legislative  enactment  in  1865  three  school  t^stees  were 
eiec.  bed  by  the  common  council  of  each  incorporated  city  and  the 
board  of  trustees  of  each  incorporated  town  to  administer  the 
school  system  in  conjunction  with  the  township  trustoos  of  each 
civil  township .  (5; 

By  an  act  of  1873  the  county  board  of  education  was  created. 
The  board  was  comprised  of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
the  township  trustoos  of  the  county,  and  the  school  trusteos  of 
each  city  and  town  of  the  county.  (6) 

The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  Porter  County  is  1875. 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1877  the  membership  of  the  board 
was  changed  to  consist  of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
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~»o&rd  of  Education  1 

tho  township  trustees,  and  tho  chairman  of  school  trustees  of 
each  city  and  town.  (7) 

The  duties  of  the  board  are  to  take  care  of  the  general 
needs  of  the  schools,  maintenance  of  school  property,  and  purchase 
of  furniture,  boohs,  maps,  charts,  and  other  supplies.  (8)  Its 
pevers  also  include  appointment  of  a  county  attendance  officer  upon 
nomination  of  tho  count--  superintendent.  (9)    The  board  may 
purchase  text  books  from  publishers  and  sell  them  to  pupils  at 
cost.  (10) 


(1)  Acts  1813,  ch.  49,  sec.  1. 

(2)  Acts  1824,  ch.  97, 
sees.  1,  2. 

(5)  Acts  1833,  ch.  70,  sec.  3. 

(4)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  ch.  98, 
sees.  4,  8. 

(5)  Acts  1356,  ch.  1,  sees.  4,5. 


(6)  Acts  1373,  ch.  25,  sec. -8. 

(7)  Acts  1873,  1877;  Bums 
28-SU1. 

(8)  Ibid. 

(9)  Acts  1921,  1932  spc.  sess.; 
2urns  28-501. 

(10.)  Acts  1921;  Burns  23-613. 


Ho  rocords  could  be  found* 


XX.    SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

In  1865  the  legislature  provided  for  a  school  examiner  to  ho 
appointed  hy  the  county  commissioners,  (l) 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1873,  the  act  of  1865  was  amended, 
and  the  school  oxaminor's  title  was  changed  to  "county  superintend- 
ent of  schools,"    Ko  was  appointed  by  the  township  trustees  to  serve 
for  a  term  of  two  years,  (2) 

In  18S9  the  legislature  extended  the  term  of  office  of  the 
superintendent  of  schools  to  four  years,  and  also  provided  that  he 
ho  elocted  by  the  tov/nship  trustees.    The  act  also  required  that 
he  post  bond  with  the  auditor  to  insure  faithful  porformance  of  nis 
duties  as  prescribed  by  law,  (3)    The  inception  date  of  this  office 
in  Porter  County  is  1873. 

The  superintendent  exercises  general  supervision  of  the 
schools  of  Porter  County,  .  Ho  visits  each  township  institute  once 
each  school  year  and  conducts  teachers'  county  institutes.  He 
carries  out  the  orders  of  the  state  board  of  education  and  the 
state  superintendent  of  publio  instruction.  (4)    He  is  required  to 
make  a  report  as  to  teacher's  preparation,  experience,  and  license 
before  being  hired  by  the  school  trustees.  (5)    He  makes  out  the 
basis  of  apportionment  of  school  revenue    from  the  enumeration  of 
pupil3.  (o)    He  receives  statements  for  school  aid  relief  from 
sohool  and  township  trustees.  (7)    He  is  ex-officio  member  and 
president  of  the  board  of  education.  (8) 
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Superintendent  of  Schools 

All  the  records  are  located  in  the  superintendent  of  schools 
office  in  the  courthouse 

(1)  Acts  1865,  ch.  1,  sec*  23.  (5)  Acts  1927,  1933;  Hums 

(2)  Acts  1873,  ch.  25.  see.  2.  28-4309. 

(3)  Acts  1899,  1911,  1913;  Burns  (6)  Acts  1865;  Burns  28-715. 
28-702.  (7)  Acts  1933;  Burns  28-C02. 

(4)  Acts  1899;  Burns  28-704.  (8)  Acts  1873,  1877;  Burns  28-801 

Activities  and  Reports 

285.  immTES  0?  SCHOOL  BOARD  KEEPINGS ,  1909—.     6  vols, 
liinutes  of  nestings,  showing  date,  nature  of  subjects  discussed, 
proceedings,  and  decisions.    Arr.  chron.    Typed.    250  pp.  8  x  11  x 
Supt.  sen.  off. 

Teachers 

286.  GRADES  OF  SUCCESS  OF  TEACHERS ,  1907—.    4  vols. 
Record  of  teacher's  percentages  on  success  grades,  showing  date, 
nana  and  address  of  teacher,  and  grade  percentage  each  tern. 
Arr.  Rlph.  by  names  of  teachers.    Hdv.-.    100  pp.  8.  x  §  x  -|f 
Supt.  sch.  off. 

Pupils 


287.  RECORD  OF  EXAMINATIONS,  1909  —  .    5  vols. 

Record  of  final  examinations  of  grade  and  high  school  pupils, 

showing  date,  name  and  address  of  pupil,  school  attended,  name 

of  teacher,  and  grades  made.    IIo  index.    Edw.    130  pp.  10  x  14  x  1. 


XXI.    HEALTH  OFFICER 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1631,  a  county  board  of  health 
was  established  and  was  required  to  elect  a  secretary  who  acted  as 
the  Health  officer  for  each  term  and  city,  and  the  county,  (l) 

In  1C91  the  legislature  amended  the  act  of  1881  and  enlarged 
the  duties  of  the  health  officer,  who  acted  through  the  board  of 
health.  (2) 

The  health  commissioner  was  provided  for  by  an  act  of  the 
legislature  in  1S09,  and  in  the  sane  act  a  repeal  clause  repealed 
the  act  creating  the  county  board  of  health.     The  health  commiss- 
ioner  is  elected  by  the  county  commissioners  to  serve  for  a  four- 
yoar  torn.  (3)    The  health  commissioner  must  bo  a  licensed  physician. 
(4)    The  incoption  date  of  the  records  of  this  office  in  Porter 
County  is  1891. 

3y  an  act  of  1935  tho  title  of  county  health  commissioner 
was  changed  to  county  health  officer,  who  is  appointed  by  the  county 
commissioner  with  the  approval  of  the  state  board  of  health |  to 
serve  four    years.    The  county  health  officer  must  be  legally 
qualified  to  practice  medicine,  suitably  trained  in  sanitary 
science,  and  his  qualifications  must  be  satisfactory  to  the  state 
board  of  health.    He  is  required  to  enforce  the  health  laws  of  the 
state  and  enforce  all  the  rules  of  the  state  board  of  health.  (5) 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  health  officer  to  enforce  the  health 
laws;  to  record  and  report  vital  statistics,    such  as  births, 
deaths,  and  marriages;  to  maho  sanitary  inspections  of  all  public 
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Health  Officer 

and  private  buildings  in  regard  to  sources  of  diseases;  to 
establish  quarantine  and  take  all  reasonable  means  to  protect 
the  public  health;  to  close  schools  and  churches;  and  to  pro- 
hibit public  assemblies  to  prevent  epidemics.  (G) 

(1)  1881  Rev.  Stat.,  sec.  4995.  (5)  Acts  1955;  Burns,  1936 

(2)  Acts  1891,  ch.  15,  sec.  3.  suppl.,  36-118. 

(3)  Acts  1S91,  1909;  Bums  (6)  Acts  1891,  1909;  Burns 
55-108.  35-111. 

(4)  Acts  1891,  1909;  Burns  35-110. 

Vital  Statistics 

288.    RECORD  0?  BIRTHS,  1884— .    13  vols. 
Record  of  births,  showing  date,  name  of  child,  sex,  color,  birth- 
place, and  name  and  address  of  parents.    Arr.  chron.  Edw. 
Condition  fair.    80  pp.  11  x  18  x  .1.    CO.,  2  vols,  1884-1914, 
Aud.  vt.j  11  vols.,  1914—,  Br.  Fyfe's  off.,  Premier  Theater 
Bldg.,  Valparaiso,  Ind. 

239.    RECORD  OF  L'ARRIAGE  RETURNS,  1883  —  .    2  vols. 
Record  of  marriage  returns,  showing  date,  name  one  address  of 

bride  mi  g?ee&,  ftg^i  soier,  fete$)|l&9§j  egsup^ien,  mm  sua 

birthplace  of  parents,  and  name  of  party  performing  ceremony. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  brides  and  groom.4    Hdvr.    GCO  pp.  12  ;■:  13 
x  3.     C.C.,  1  vol.,  1333-89,  Clk.  vt.j  1  vol.,  1390—,  Br.  Fyfe's 
off.,  Premier  Theatre  Bldg.,  Valparaiso,  Ind. 

For  other  marriage  records,  see  entries  51-52. 

290.    RFC  CRD  OF  BAHOFRCTJS  DISFASFS,  1833  —  .    2  vols. 
Record  of  contagious  diseases,  showing  date  and  by  whom  reported, 
name  of  patient,  age,  sex,  color,  birthplace,  nature  of  disease, 
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Vital  Statistics  (continued) 

date  quarantine  established,,  name  of  physician,  name  and  address 
of  parents,  method  of  prevention,  and  date  released.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  patients.    Hdvr.    120  pp.    11  x  16  x  1  3/4,  G.C 
1  vol.,  1335-1913,  Clk.  vt.;  1  vol.,  1913  —  ,  Dr.  Fyfe's  off., 
Premier  Theatre  31dg.,  Valparaiso,  Ind. 

2S1.    RECORD  0?  DEATHS,  1884—.     13  vols. 
Hocord  of  deaths,  shov.-ing  date,  name  and  address  of  doceased, 
age,  sex,  color,  birthplace,  occupation,  cause  and  place  of  death 
birthplace  and  names  of  parents,  name  of  nndortaher,  and  placo  of 
burial.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  deceased,    Ildv;.    150  pp.  12  x 
18  x  1.    C.C.,  l.vol.,  1884-89,  Aud.  vt.;  12  vols.,  1890—, 
Dr.  Pyfe's  off.,  Premier  Theatre  Bldg.,  Valparaiso,  Ind. 


XXII.    BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE; 

The  "board  of  public  welfare  of  Porter  County,  created  in 
1936  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  consists  of  five  persons 
having  a  recognized  interest  in  and  knowledge  of  tho  problems  of 
public  welfare.     Tho  board  members  are  appointed  by  the  judge  of 
the  circuit  oourtj  at  least  two  members  must  be  women  and  not 
more  than  three  members  may  be  adherents  of  any  one  political 
party,  (l) 

Subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  state  department 
of  public  welfare,  the  board  is  charged  with  the  administration 
of  assistance  to  dependent  children  in  their  own  homes,  old  age 
assistance,  services  and  assistance  to  persons  otherwise  handi- 
capped, the  care  and  treatment  of  dependent,  neglected,  and  handi- 
capped children,  children  in  danger  of  becoming  delinquent,  and 
such  other  welfare  activities  as  may  be  delegated  to  it  by  the  act 
including  services  connected  with  assistance  to  the  blind.  (2) 

The  director,  who  is  appointed  by  the  board  of  public  welfare 
of  Porter  County  under  the  supervision  of  the  circuit  court, 
performs  the  functions  of  probation  officer    and  agent  of  tho 
court.  (3) 

All  jurisdiction  vested  in  county  boards  pertaining  to 
welfare  work  was  transferred  to  tho  board  of  public  welfare  upon 
its  organization  in  1956.  (4) 


(1)  Acts  1956  spc.  sess.;  Bums, 
1536  suppl.,  52-1116. 

(2)  -cts  1936  s^c.  sess.j  Burns, 
1936  suppl.,  62-1120. 

(o)  -"etc  1956  spc.  sess.;  Buns, 

1936  suppl.",  52-1119,  52-1120. 


(4)  Acts  1S36  spc.  sess.; 
Burns,  1936  suppl., 
52-1121. 

(5)  Acts  1956  spc.  soss.; 
Burns,  195 6 'suppl., 
52-1408. 


Ho  records  could  be  found. 
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SOI  It  I.  SURVEYOR 


The  surveyor  is  a  constitutional  officer,  elected  for  a  term 
of  two  years  v/ithout  restriction  on  reelection.  (1)    He  must  jive 
bond  in  a  sum  fixed  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners .  (2) 
Prior  to  the   Constitution  of  1851  the  office  of  surveyor  was  in 
existence-  by    virtue  of  an  act  of  1831.  ^3)     The  inception  date  of 
this  offico  in  Porter  County  is  1836. 

The  survoyor  has  charge,  under  direction  of  the  county  commiss- 
ioners, of  all  surveying  and  civil  engineering  work  of  the  county, 
including  the  preparation  of  plans  and  specifications  for,  and 
supervision  of,  the  construction  of  ail  bridges,  turnpikes  or 
other  roads,  ditches,  drains,  and  levies.  (4)    He  also  has  charge 
of  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  county  highways,  (5)  unless  the 
county  commissioners  employ  a* highway  supervisor.  (6)    The  county 
corciissioners  may  employ  the  surveyor  to  serve  as  highway  super- 
visor. (7) 

For  private  parties,  he  takes  acknowledgments  of  mortgages 
and  deeds  for  the  conveyance  of  real  estate,  (8)  and,  upon  request, 
establishes,  lines  and  corners  of  lands  and  lots.  (S) 

The  surveyor  may  employ  deputy  surveyors  to  assist  in  per- 
forming the  engineering  duties  of  the  office.  (10) 

All  of  the  records  are  located  in  the  courthouse  in  the 
surveyor's  office. 
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(1)  Const.,  art.  6;  1  Rev.  Stat.  (6)  Acts  1933;  Burns  36-1113, 
1S32;  Burns  49-3501.  (7)  Acts  1955;  Bums  56-1110, 

(2)  Acts  1915;  Burns  49-5302.  (S)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1052;  Acts 
(5)  Rev.  Laws  1831,  oh.  102,  1G57;  Burns  49-::  317. 

sec.  1.  (9)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts 

(4)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1652;  Acts  1911;        1875;  Burns  49-3511. 
Burns,  49-5509.  (10)  Acts  1391  ,  1899;  Bums 

(5)  Acts  1953;  Bums  36-1101.  49-3306. 


Surveys  And.  Reports 

292.  SURVEYOR'S  RECORD,  1845—.     3  vols.  (1-3). 

Minutes  and  plats  of  surveys,  showing  date,  twp.,  range,  and  sec. 
No  index.    Hdw.    300  pp.  IS  x  12  x  5. 

293.  FIELD  ROTES,  1829-34.     1  vol. 

Transcripts  of  government  field  notes,  sh.evri.ng  surveyor's  figures 
and  notes  of  survey.    Rd  index.    Hdw.     500  pp.  13  x  3  x  2^. 

294.  G0YERRREE?  SURVEY,  1829-34.    1  vol. 

Rotos  and  plats  of  original  government  survey  by  congressional  t.vps., 
showing  twp.,  range  and  sec.  nos.    Arr.  by  t.vps.    Hdw.    500  pp. 
18  x  12  x  3. 

Cona truction  Plans  and  Specifications 

295.  DITCH  RECORD,  1856—.    2  vols.  (1-2). 

Record  of  ditches  constructed,  shov/ing  date,  names  of  ditch  and 
property  ov/ncr,  location  and  description  of  property,  acreage,  amount 
of  benefits  and  damages,  and  surveyor's  minutes.    RTo  index.  Kdw. 
160  op.  14  x  12  x  2. 


Surveyor  14-0 
Construction  Plans'  and  Specifications  (continued) 

256.  DRAINAGE  RECORD,  1889—.     1  vol. 

Record  of  various  drainage  projects,  shewing  date,  names  of  ditch 
and  property  owner,  location  and  description  of  property,  number  of 
acres  benefited,  and  amount  of  benefit.    No  index.    Hdw.    300  pp. 
14  x  16  x  5. 

Llaps  and  Plats 

257.  SURVEYOR'S  PLAT  BOOK,  1832—.    1  vol. 

Record  of  various  plats,  additions,  subdivisions,  twps.,  tov.ns,  and 
cities,  showing  name,  field  notes,  and  description  of  survey.  No 
index.    Hdw.    150  pp.  36  x  30  x  u 


XXIV.    HIGHWAY  SUPERVISOR 

In  pioneer  times  the  roads  were  maintained  by  the  local  author- 
ities.    The  citizens  usually  worked  out  their  road  taxes  by  giving 
a  certain  number  of  days  labor,  furnishing  their  own  toons.  The 
township  road  superintendent  had  charge  of  the  work  performed. 
This  system  prevailed  for  nearly  a  half  a  century. 

In  187G  the  legislature  constituted  the  county  commissioners 
a  board  of  turnpike  directors,  each  serving  as  supervisor  in  his 
own  district.  (1)    In  1915  the  county  highways  were  placed  in  charge 
of  a  superintendent  of  highways,  who  was  appointed  by  the  county 
commissioners  for  a  term  of  two  years.  (2)    Some  records  bear  his 
title.    This  office  was  abolished  in  1953,  (3)  and  the  powers  and 
duties  conferred  on  the  survoyor.  (4) 

In  order  to  provide  for  necessary  supervision  of  highways  in 
counties  warranting  more  attention  than  the  surveyor  can  give,  the 
board  of  county  commissioners  has  the  right  to  appoint,  at  its 
option,  a  highway  supervisor  whose  term  of  offico  is  discretionary 
with  the  board  of  pQunty  eQmmissiQnerg ,  (s)    gfo§  board  of  Qownigaleiv 
ers  of  porter  County  has  appointed  a  highway  supervisor. 

The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  porter  County  is  1935. 

Thie  highway  supervisor  oversees  the  maintenance  and  repair  of 
all  highways,  bridges,  and  culverts  of  the  county,  (6)  and  has 
authority  to  fix  the  limits  of  loads  carried  over  them.  (7)  He 
must  attend  the  annual  road  school  at  Purdue  University.  (8) 
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All  the  records  are  located  In  tho  auditor's  vault,  in  the 
courthouse. 


(1)  Acts  1879,  ch.  115,  sec.  1.(5)  Acts  1053;  Bums  36-1110, 

(2)  Acts  1915,  ch.  550,  sec.  1.(6)  Acts  1955;  Burns  36-1103. 

(3)  Acts  1955;  Sums  56-1115.     (7)  Acts  1955;  Bums  36-1102, 

(4)  Acts  1955;  Bums  56-1101.     (8)  Acts  1955;  Burns  56-1115, 


296.    SUPERINTENDENT  0?  HIC-B7AYS  LEDGER,  1915—.     5  vols. 
(1-3). 

Record  of  expenditures  for  free  gravel  road  repairs,  sheaving 
date,  names  of  employees,  amount  of  labor,  icind  and  amount  of 
material  purchased,  and  name  of  firm  supplying  material.    Arr.  by 


districte,and  thereunder,  clir on.    Hdvr.    500  pp.  12  x  18  :c  5. 


XXV.    AGRICULTURAL  AGBiJT 

T-he  office  of  agricultural  agent  was  created  by  the  legislature 
in  1913.    This  act  provided  that  an  agent  should  be  appointed  upon 
petition  by  the  residents  of  the  county,  (l)    The  inception  date 
of  this  office  in  Porter  County  is  1937, 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1D37  the  office  of  agricultural 
agent  v.-as  created  for  every  Indiana  county.    The  agricultural  agent 
is  appointed  by  the  director  of  agricultural  extension  service  of 
Purdue  University,  subject  to  the  approval  of  a  state  board, 
entitled  county  agricultural  agents  board.    The  qualifications  of 
the  agricultural  agent  are  prescribed  by  the  board.  (2) 

The  county  council  is  required  to  appropriate  not  less  than 
one  thousand  dollars  annually  to  be  used  in  paying  office  help, 
expenses  of  the  agent,  mileage,  rent,  or  other  incidentals.  The 
salary  of  the  agricultural  agent  is  paid  by  the  state  through 
Purdue  Univer  s ity • 

The  duties  of  the  agricultural  agent,  under  the  supervision: 
of  Purdue  bniver sity,  are:     To  cooperate  vritn  r,:ovcricnts  for  the 
advancement  of  agricultural  and  country  life,  vritn  farmers' 
institutes,  farriers'  clubs,  end  other  rural  and  civic  organisations; 
to  conduct  practical  farm  demonstrations,  boys'  and  girls'  clubs, 
end  contest  v:or;:;  to  give  advice  to  farriers  on  practical  fern 
pr  obi  -ens ;  and  "to  aid  "fc©  superintendent  of  schools  and  teachers  of  the 
county  in  giving  practical  eduction  in  agriculture  and  dor.estic 


(143) 


Agricultural  Ajjcnt  144 


science.  (2) 


(1)  Acts  191.3,  1925,  1927;  (2)  Acts  1937,  oh.  224,  sec.  1, 

Burns  20-4 911. 

No  records  could  be  found. 
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